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My Dear Siſter, 

Expedt ſhould ſomewhat wonder, 
of vn for above Eleven 

| to keep this follow- 

Fr bis, © mp from the Publick View, and 

" that tco tWtwithſtanding ' the Solicitation 

Les to un) of divers IlWuſtrious 


evew Tour ands to releaſe 
Kot oy palſing abroad into the 
orld, We IE ou a publick and ſo- 


Confrement ;, 1 ſhould now at 
lemn Adareſe, ofore juAgine my ſelf 


| oblig d to give y0#b @7: account of a Pap er, for- S, 


which you" have been long pleas'd F-4 highly 

' and fo oblitngly to _ gour ſelf, T muſt, 

" te remove. your wou _—_——_— you, That 1 
2 M43 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

op 4m redic'd to this Publication in my one de» + 
| far from dreanting 


fence. For, whilſt I was fl 


rmitting this Epi 7 
WA it happen'd, = j 


| I 

HT-Sgftdr 53 
| rs would needs pre himſelf, that by * 
4 PAnting it, he "E xn ſome of his * 


ll preſent wants ; and 'd to ſell 
| the Copy far 4 Sum Jo. w 
200d fortune leading 0 4 Stats 


whom my name was not unknown, he vety | 
civilly ſent me forthwith notice of the Pro- | 
poſition that was made hiar wavy, Fer came 


C h1mfelf to wrra 

| art rf h Tr#a Wy. ; * 

1 Ore of Two of Thrge what werg Tn FP 
ſome or other uf them woulgy*queſtonlelifun 

foon find the way v0 the Preſs. ® na wizeh- © 


came Accident did little te 
furprize me :, bag befiat. 
we the meceſſity A Fe? 
long dechint ds, be/rdax 
i, Compoſures of 4 ery 6 
> gr rot: me, the 
f Them, world 
TT it pa gr fewe =y 
Seſade.s theſe than ay) m 
oY ws Hex, awd bs fol, Read 


& 
> Ve." 
q '” 
. 4 

= | 


» 


aſs ont of my, 
Copy 


£* « by 
o® 
on :, 
To 4 
— 


., ” 


3p © 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


« d; in my Eyes; and the hours; 
bd diſpoſe of, were ſo Preingag d to Phill" 
. ſophicdl s, that I could not promiſe yh - 


ſo much as to read it over before. its Wa ©; 
ie to. the Printer. But, conſidering after \ ® 
this, "that the Copy I had by me was "iis 3 
to prove more Full, and leſs Faulty, that 87 _. 
ny of thoſe that ſome endeavour'd to obtridlets*: 
por the W, T thought it leſs incoi 
xient fo venture mine own abroad, thanVa\ 
run the d of a ſurreptitions Editiogaf© 
B © Dsſconrſe, that could ſo ill bezr the appt: 
ring 'with any other Blemiſhes than thoſe ugh) 
” ht with it into the World from on. 
nd therefore having put it into t 
of Per 3.x whoſe eminent Abilities , the, 
more knowing part of the Nation has long 
and juſtly admir d, and begg'd their Trepar- 
tial Opinion and Caitigations of it, (giving 
them entire liberty to Alter or Expunw 
whatever they dislikd;,) and" finding 
beftily turning over the Leaves ) that 
Caſtigations were only enoughg#o let me | 
that they had heedfully read it over ;,' 1d 


were accompanied with encouragements, whach 
care was taken to keep mex from looking 
on as meer" Conpliments : Tea pg5 
Preſs, withont# fo' nuclt as having oncOper- 
#s'd it," or hedfd it read over fineevahe Sta- 

r A 4 tronch 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tipner firſt gave me the Advertiſement [told 


of. Which I made the leſ7 feruple'to\ do, 
vſc a Critiek, whoſe Judgment and Pie- 
F much reverence, | ſeriouſly endeavonr'd 
* fo gerſmade me, that 1 ought not in Conſcs- 
pe" $4 decline publiſhing what he was pleaſed 
t# think proper to kindle or cheriſh the Flames 
, gy Love in the Breaſts of the Rea 
rf; And my Haſte it ſelf did afterwards 

| Promiſe me theſe Advantages, That mats 
\/ anding my Books not coming forth ſoo» 
ren, I ſhould not loſe.the Excuſe of Youth 
had when it was Written : nay, and That 
the Faulty paſſages which may be met with in 
it, will perhaps be charged upon. thoſe that 
dufſer'd them to paſs Uncorrefed, when they 
hed fo abſolute a Power. to Expunge or Re- 
form them, Theſe, and the like Motrves, 


haging 1nduc'd me to conſent to the Publica» ; 


tiop of the following. Letter, I needed not de- 
& te long, To whom I ſbould Addreſs it. 
Fam, . fence that accompliſh'd Lindamor, 
whaye . it  ſortagh concern'd, has left the 
World, there is n# perſon in it to whom this 
Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as unto 
Tou, Dear Siſter. « It was at that Delicious 
Leite, where you are now the Miſtreſs, that 
thrs Fetter was written ;,, and it was of ou 
tha: 1 borras'd thoſe Hours I ſpent in Wri- 

T: ling 
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is 


on Cn Wit 2:09 4 6 4, ci A EEE SED PCs. On Sik». 


Ru rr et 
Ying its * \Tinds to. Tor thet 1, fiend it. obs 
Sheet doe ty a finds 


i Tow tha 


it = OE] that Rani 
ce Solicited ins to ett, 4 

= me the greateſt Bmc ts te da 

ſo, exons thoſe Solicitations which ins- 

py TIT 
ocuriyg me ( by cance or dijgus 

as Nate) the unſuſpeFed Opintons of ds- 

vers competent Judges : in a word, this Ad- 


» dreſs belongs upon ſo many ſcores to Tow, 


that I could not make * it axy where elſe, 
without manifeſtly wronging Tou. 1 know, 
Dear Siſter, that it is not uſual to Dedicate 


| Books to ſo'near a Relation ;, and that it is 


#ſnal iz Dedicatory Epiſtles, both to Depre- 
what one has bens to roots the Per- 
for that one writes to, eſpecrally if it be one 
of your Sex and Quality. But, You 

too, that I never ſwore Aleeience to C, 

and therefore will not, 1 ſuppoſe, yes. ay to 
ſee me #s little Solicitous to conform to it on 
'Fhis occaſion as 0n others. « In an age when 
fo few: Per ſons have Merit enough, to keep 
that from being Flattery, which fhowld be br 


. Praiſe, 


age 
* and wnhappy Fate, of being leſs me to 
- themthat moſt, <% then that leſr, need 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
. Preiſe, 1 ame not at ot Ambitidus of coſting | 
iy yow' qo An 4 {57 


| Fs: os into the Ark, Not to.mention | that BI 


of Devotion have generally the 


bem. ls he Diſcourſe I You, + 
though 55 Opivien'of # mb. enſt do 


| by the Privacy to mbich T heve ſo lo long Cow 


find it : Tet becauſe, as in Phyſich to have, 
4 good Opinion of the Medicine, and thi * 
DoBor;, ſo in Books of Devotion, (which 
are a kind of Phyſfich for the Mind) to have: 
one of the we, or of dhe Writer, a 4 
inclimes ws to look er the Preſcripti 


and Advantages 6 pigs For th 
reaſon I Poll ky fa diſperage 4 Di 
conrſe, which is 0 mobi to 6 19 ” 5 


the praiſed by the Readers, thies 
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ble - a Receptagyn, as it. hadi actales 
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| Adrenifement to the Reader. 
'B efenc 4, 4K Ui; oſed; wherein Conſtan- ; 
99/4 yi Pere 4 pre Fr 


Adyertiſements to the Reader. 
went Confelgies his intended d an 


s diſplayed atread 
0d i mi Fg pe: to his 2a 


and himſelf, apearty fs; dipper + 
Joes rey 
bes belonging to Theme, 
Lf A i es Ihe keg 


4 


eſpecially Divines : Who 
SPE IK 


and unwary if ut contav any 
ſuch) to have been her —Serrm argon 
and ford”! # they nd it to be 

one labour aye him diſcern 


joy Rene % being reſolved, Hy Gt cnn 
ſoftence, to continue ——_ 
to all clearer es of Truth, to X 
to ſay, 4 74 zreticus eſſe No- 
lo. Ang he is on bis part fo reſigned, 
«nd ſo.w 0 be reFify'd, ſo be expetFs 
this Bhvity x Foo thoſe, to whoſe Judgments 
he ſubmits, that conſidering he intended not 
fo write a ſolemn and regular Treatiſe, "but 
« prqvate and familiar Epiſtle, they "will 
paſs 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 
w; T by | 25A jc ge a are wont to 


tht later Nature. 
| Hi pid he might 
ith t 


Th i fg "rg make bold } 
ol a s of es, Freating of 
pry phage) - 
.Bop'd t Freedom t a fome of ® 
bis Expreſſions concerning- Love, and the | 
wonted objes of it, would be excusd, by | 
X its being exaited by the Defign he had upon 
| In « pe Lindamor, though he had mat ( which get 
has.) otherwiſe accounted for ut. He in- 
ot to adopt thoſe often erroneous ) 
| Menri Hons of the Flew, my he ſonre- 
__ WF Her Compariſons, that he may not 
my ae” 4.6 - Ck Ta rty taken* by the Gene- 
it ( without excepting the 
—— £ Trae þYe 1) .who not 41 
opular Compo wes, to make Sinnlies and 
| Alleſcons grounded on Poor Traditions 
and Perfinefiows. As for thoſe common Pla- 
ces, which the Method of our Author's Diſ* 
| allowed him not to feline he hopes ' 
the Reader will diſceru by bis -way of Wri- © 
hg, the &+ loves to uſe y - not as Tres | 
s, but as Ebmters uſe High-ways : 
For the Traveller, _—_ he once tots foto 
the Road, makes it his buſineſs ts keep i» 
# ; whereas the Hier, if be meets one 
lring in his way, is not fond of Sang 1 in 
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Adyertiſements to the Reader. 
it, but rimbly. Croſſes '3t,* or Traverſes ſo 
meh of it, as is requiſite to be paſt through 
2 the purſuit of his' Game. And liſtly, 


sf in ſome few Paſſages of the following 
hrs (eſpecially 3 the beginning of it ) 


the Expreſſions are leſs Grave and Solemn 
than the Deſign; the Author hopes, that 
even. they twill yet appear tolerably Serious, 
for the Airieſt parts of a Letter, written by 
one VYoung Gentleman to another. 


SOME 
IMOTIVES 


To the Loye of 
G O D. 
My Deareſt Lindamot, 


Am very much delighted to learti 
both by the Voice of Fame, and 
the Information of much more 
credible Relators, that Fermione's 
cold uſage has cur'd you of the 

Fever her ſcorching Eyes had given you : 

And that when once you found you ſelf 

2 reſerved, to ſhew, what Wonders her 
* Eyes were able to perform, you ſcaſon- 
> ably reſolv'd to. become an Inſtance of 

= the Power, rather of Reaſon, than of Love; 

and accordingly, did yout ſelf the right 
to fruſtrate the vain hopes, your inſulcing 
Miltriſs cheriſh'd, ro manifeſt in you, 

- B 2 that 


Seraphick Love. 


that her Charms were capable to make 
your Flame . perſevere, when ther change 
had made it as well cauſeleſs as hopeleſs. 
I could wiſh indeed for your ſake, that 
you owed your Cure more entirely ro 
your Reaſon, and leſs ro your Reſent- 
ment; that the cxtration of your fſree- 
dom may no ways blemiſh it. But, ſince - 
unallay'd Satisfations are joys too Hea- 
venly to fall to many Mens ſhares on 
Earth, I cannot but conclude, that your 
Recovery, even on theſe Terms, deſerves 
I ſhonld congratulate it. For, the French 
ſay truly, that Les plus conrtes Folies ſont 
les meilleuwres. And Liberty being too 
high a Bleſling to be. diveftible of thar 
nature by Circumſtances; I (that ſeldom 
deplore him, who, by loſing his Miſtriſs, 
recovers hignfNlf ) think that Z7ermiene 
has bur intentionally, not eventually dif- 
oblig'd you ; and hath made your flames 
a better return, by reſtoring you your. 
own. Heart, than ſhe could have done b 

exchanging hers for. "it. * Bur that whic 

not leait endears tg nie your Recovery, 
is, that I am afſur'd by Perſons, from 
whom I dare credit even ſo welcome 
News, that my endeavours prov'd ſo haps 
py, as ® be conducive to. it,” and that 
' the 


Seraphick Love. 


the Conſiderations I ventur'd to preſent 
you, and at leaſt fo far contribute to your 
freedom, as to give you the deſire and 
the deſign of regaining it. For, I hope, I 
need not tell.you, thac I ſeldom ufc En- 
deavours, whoſe proſperouſneſs is more 
welcome to me, than thoſe that aſpire to 
ſerve Lindamor. And, though I cannot 
ever pay you any great Seryices in rela- 
tion to my valtly greater deſires, yet [I 
can ſcarce do you little ones in relation 
to the delight reſulting from the havin 

done you any. Nor has the joy which 
this ſucceſs of my diſcourſes brings me, 
being ſparingly encreas'd by my having 
ventur'd them with much more deſirc, 
than expeQation of their Proſpering ; and 
leſs our of any ſtrong hope they would 
ſucceed, than out out an unwillingneſs to 
leave the means; I thought. leaſt impro- 
bable unaſſay'd: Being invited to excite 
you to greater hopes, than I durſt allow 
my {elf for you, by the example of 
Generals, who, whatſoever diſtruſtfull 
thoughts they harbor in their . Breaſts, 
ſuppoſe, rhat ( before the Batrel Y to make 
their Soldiers Fight . ſucceſsfully, *cis as 
well conducive as requiſite, by encoura- 
ging Orations, to make chem think they 
B 3 » ſhall 


Seraphick Love. 
ſhall do ſo. For, although I endeavour'd 
indeed to perſwade you, that Reaſon be- 
ing born Sovereign of the Paſſions, though 
her Lenity or Supineffels do ſomerimes 
both occaſion and permit, their Uſurpa- 
| tions; ſhe is ſeldom fo diveſted of her 
. Native Power, but that whenſoever ſhe 
pleaſeth to imploy what ſhe hath lefr, 
ſhe is able to reſume what ſhe hath loſt : 
And though I was willing you ſhould be- 
lieve, that to perfe&t what your Reſent- 
 m-nt had begun, was a Task fo eaſe, 
that the Victory was as much in your 
Power as the reſolution of attempting it ; 
yet, notwithſtanding all this, I ſay, 1 was 
once half perſwaded, that to undertake 
the Curing of a Lover, was the next 
Weakneſs to the being one. And, Lin- 
damor, to deal ingeniouſly with you, your 
Recovery hath circumſtances in it, that 
make me very apprehenſive that you arc 
not yet out of the danger of a Relapſe, 
and that yot have not half ſo abſolutely 
abandon'd your former Amorous Cons 
{ticution of Mind, as the former Idol of 
it, I know that from a Perſon, who, tor 
one that hath never yer been hurt by 
Cupid, is accuſed of uſing him ſlightingly, 
and ſeverely cnough, you will expe&t En» 
deavours 


+ 


| Seraphick Love. 
deavours tb preſerve you from Relapſes, 
by ſuch diſſuaſions from Love, as its Vo- 
earics will ſcarce vouchſafe ſo mild a Title 
to, as that of Invedives againſt ir.. - And 
I ſhall gnaly acknowledge, Linda- 
mor, that I have been ſometimes ng yery 
unready Satyriſt on that Theme ; and 
with a Pen reliſhing of the Liberty I che- 
riſh'd in my Heart, endeavour'd to diſa- 
buſe thoſe ſcrvile Souls, thar being born 
to Reaſon, fo far degraded themſelves as 
to boaſt ſolely an exceſs of Paſſion; and 
had ſuch = and narrow blowy gon 
Felicity an iſery, as to Cx cither 
from oaks 20 All which I choughr 
I might the freelier do, becauſe having 
never known the Infelicities of Love, bur 
in the ſufferings of others, 1 Might pro- 
bably ſuppole, rhar my Declamations a- 
gainſt ic would paſs for the productions 
of my Reaſon, not my Revenge. Bur, 
Lindamor, though the extravagancies of 
ſome Mens folly, have been fomerimes 
too great, ro [ct me ayoid laughing ſome- 
what Satyrically at it,” yet I am really too 
little an Enemy to Love, unleſs exceſſive 
or mil-placed, by indiſtin&t and disfigu- 
ring Conſiderations, to repreſent to you 
the Nobleſt Paſſion of the Mind, as its 
B 4 molt 


Serapbick,Love. 
moſt hideous and formidable Diſcaſc. 
. To- leave even with ſome pautnnt, 


_ the ' Perſon you Fonld Marry, is not 


only- allawable, but expedient, being al- 
moſt neceſſary to. the Duty of fixing your ' 
afſeftion,” where you have once engaged 
your, Faith ;. for, it hath been ,oblery'd, 
that love: doth ſeldom ſuffer ir ſelf to be 
confin'd by other Matches, than thoſe of 
irs own -making. And few, but they, 


that-axe"ſo wile as they ee cauſe to 


almoft in Love: before-hand with thoſe 
they Marry, prove {o honeſt, as after- 
wards tobe in Love with none elſe. Since 
therefore, the Marriage of a. wile Man 
ſuppoſes at leaſt as high a degree of Loye, 
as he is capable to cheriſh, without for- 
feiring har Title; I can ſcarce diſallow 
the being moderately in-Love, without be- 
ing injurious ro Marriage, which is a Rela» 
tion, that- though I can with much leſs 
reluqancy permit others, than contraq 
my ſelf;,yer dare 1 nor abſolurcly con- 
demn a condition of Life, as expedient 
to no man, without which, cven Paradiſe 
and Innocence were not ({ufficient to com- 
plcarthe happineſs of the firſt Man. Thus 
you ſce, Lindamor, that I do nor 108 
cuouſly Quarcel with all ſorts of Love, 


bur 


Seraphick Love. 
but endeavour -only to poſſeſs you with 
this Truth, that as anciently among the 
Jews, there were odoriferous Unguents, 
which jt was neicher unuſual nor. unlaw- 
ful ro-anoint rhemſelves with, or beſtow 
upon their Friends ; but there was a cer- 
tain” peculiar compoſition too, of a pre» 
cious Oyntment, which God having re- 
ſerved ro be imploy'd in his own Service; 
with thar, the perfuming of their Friends 
was Criminal and Sacrilegious: So there 
are regulared, degrees of Love, which 'tis 
not forbidben to harbour for a Friead, a 
Miſtriſs, or a Wife; bur there is too a 
certian peculiar ſtrain, or (if I may ſo 
call it ) Heroick Temperament of Love, 
which,. where-ever it is found, makes it 
belong, as unalienable, as juſtly unto 
God. A virtuous Wife may love both her 
Husband's Relations and her»own, and 
yet be truly faid to love him with her 
whole Heart ; becauſe there is a certain 


* unrivall'd degree of kindneſs ; and a pe- 


culiar” fort of 'Love, which conſtirutes 
true conjugal affeftion, that ſhe confines 
to- him, and reſerves intirely for him, 
and would think it Criminal to harbour 
for any other Perſon: So a Religious 
Soul may obey the Command of Lovin 

G 
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Seraphick Love. 
God entirely, though ſhe allow her Af- 
fetions other Objes; provided they be 
kept in due Subordination to, and kept 
from entring into Competition with that 
Love, which ought to be appropriated to 
Him; and which reſults chiefly from, an 
either altogether or almoſt unincreaſable 
Elevation, and: vaſtneſs of Aﬀection ; from 
an entire Reſignment to, and an abſolute 
Dependance on the Lov'd Party ; from a 
reſtleſs Diſquiet upon the leaft ſenſe or 
doubt of her diſpleaſure; from a greater 
Concern in her Intereſts than ones own ; 
from an Expectation no leſs than Felici- 
ry or Wretchedneſs ' from her Friendſhi 

or Indignarion; or at leaſt a Perſuaded- 
neſs that nothing can be a greater Hap- 
pineſs than her Favour, or deſerve the 
name © of Happineſs without it. For, 
where-ever a Paſlion has theſe Properties, 
or any of them,conſpicuous in it ; it can- 
not,: but by being Conſecrated to God, 
avoid becoming injurious both tro Him ©! 
and to it ſelf. The very Nobleneſs of it 
entitles Him to it: As in ſome Kingdoms, 
(and particularly here in England) though 
Veins of coulfer Metals may belong to 
the Owner of the Soil they grow in, yet 
all the Mines of the more perfect Mctals | 
(as 
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Seraphick Love. 


(as Gold and Silver) are by the Law 
made Mines Royal, and bclong to rhe 
Kivg, to whom their value appropriates 
them, By refleting upon this peculiar 
Notion of Love, you may be pleas'd, 
Lindamor, to. interpret ſuch Indefinite Ex- 
preſſions as you may meet wth in the 
following Diſcourſe. And this Love, 1 
have taken the freedom to ſtyle Seraphick 
Love, (not out of any affeAtation of Tu- 
mid Words- or Titles, but). baxrowing 
the name from ( if the Romiſh Divines 
be good Marſhals of the Heavenly Hoſt) 
thoſe Nobler Spirits of the Celeſtial Hie- 
rarchy, whoſe Name in the Language to 


which ir belongs, ex- 
preſſes them to be of 
a flaming narure; and 


# whole Imployment 


( mentioned in the * 
Evangelical Prophert's 
M rica Viſion ) 


* The Name Seraphim, in He. 
brew, ſprings from the Root Se- 
raph, which ſignifies ro burn or 
flame : Whence, Nwab 21. 6. 
thoſe pernicious Creatures, that 
our Tranſlators Engliſh, Fiery 
Serpents, are ſtyled in the Origi- 
nal Hannechaſim has ſeraphim. 


# ſufficiently points at the Divine ObjeR, If. 6. 


to which the flames that warm them, a- *' 3 


| ſpire and tend. And methinks, Linda- 
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mor, that you ſhould find it no faint In- 
vitation to embrace Seraphick Love, that 
you may have the Advantage, by mak- 


ing your ſelf a Rival to theſe glorious 


Spirits ; 


Seraphick Love. 
Spirits; to make them your Friends, and 
on 000 OR PO 
where you are ſure of ſuch iliuſtrious 
Concurrents. At leaſt if you be of thy 
.mind of that generous Youth, (to who: 
ſucceſsful Valour the conquer'd World 
was both Theatre and Trophy ) who re- 
fus'd to run at the Olympick Games, _be- 
cauſe there were no Monarchs to run with 
him. Bur I fear, Lindemoer, I have a little 
digreſs'd; ſinceI might have told you in 
fewer Words, Thar it is not my deſign, in 
this Paper, to dectiibbapaictt Love in ge- 
neral, or make a ſolemn Harangue of the 
Ficklenels of Women ; and that therefore, 
as when young Galtants (fuch as- you, 
Lindamor ) are ſubje& to caſt away their 
Love - upon unfit Objects, their diſcreet, 
Friend, (fenſible of the truth of the 7t4« 
lian Comick's obſcrvation, thar 


Oneſta contra vere 
E troppo frake ſchermo 
In £iowinetto Cuore. 


In youthful Hearts bare Virtues 
wont to prove F 

But a weak Shicld againſt the 
darts of Love. ) 


without 


LL GL 6 46 © fu @ A a _ ._ FM _ © a = X* 


Seraphick, Love. 
without taking any more than neceſlary 
notice of their - fond and ſtfaggling 
Paſſions, reclaim them, by cirher march- 
ing them, or at leaſt (in order thereunto) 
engaging theit Addreſſes ro Perions, whole 
Beauty or Prerogatives may both legit 
mate and confine their ions : So I 
ſhall endeavour to _—— oy 
"i Gaddings of your Love to Objeds, 
"Y cannot deſerve ſo tranſcendent and diſin- 
N = a ,one, pra nar go yours rs 
| ve been ; by preterring and engaging it 
"ff ro ha 0 Fr that Paſſion was born 
ef ©9, the it can aſpire to, and the 
- © moſt Satisfying it can enjoy, Yes, Zin- 
damor, 28 it has hitherto been my nor-un- 
ofperous Task,to Unbood-your Soul, I 
{fall now. make it. my buſingſs to ſhew 
her Game tofly at. I fee that Loye in 
Lindamer is too noble ahd. Predominant 
an Aﬀection, to be either 'Eafic or Fit ts 
be deſtroy'd. _ It will therefore be my 
2 deſign, not to Suppreſs/your. , but to 
* Addreſs it; I wiſh'd ut withdrawn from 
*& Zfermione,: not to annihilare (ir, but- to 
Tr e it;. I would-noc- have a Pafſ- 
on which wanted nothing bur. a due Ob- 
jeQ, to be Serephick Love; like vulgar Men; 
$ be {wallow'd up by Death,” the common: 
Fare ; 


$:8. 2. 


Seraphick Love 
Fate: But be enobled by a Deſtiny like 
that of" Ezoch and Elias, who, An : 
ceas'd to converſe with Mortals, Dy'd not, 
but- were Tranſlated into Heaven. 

What has been ſaid already, Lindamor, 
hath, it ſeems, ſuffic'd to. retific your 
Love, by Diſabuſing-it, and ſhewing you 
how unfitly it was ' racks on its former 
Objeats. Your proficiency in That, in- 
vites me to procced with you to a new 
Leſſon, and (mindful of that true Saying 
of ari Eniment Father, Nemo gliquerm amat, 
quem non 'ult eſſe meliorem) to endeavour: 
to exalt your paſſion by DircRing and, 
Serrling it upon an ObjeR,. the due Con- 
templation/ of whoſe Lovelineſs may cure 
as perfeftly all hurts received. from any 
Morttal Beauty, as anciently the Sight of; 
the Myſterious Serpent on the Pole did 


cure the hurts, the fiery Serpents gave. þ 


For, ſince to gaze ſtedfaſtly, on an out- | 


waid Beauty, where all your looking will, 


bur diſcover the ſame face, is found to ef- © 


fectual to Kindle or to Blow. the fire of . » 
Love, ( which the Greeks. prertily. enough | 
exprels by their is. 77 gay yinra 7. dear) - 
how much muſt a due Contemplation ' F 
enamour us of that Divine, ang, though 
Refulgent, yet ever more and more Dil- 
covcrable 7 
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Seraphick, Love. 


coyerable Obje&t, where Attention and 


* | Wonder ſtill mutually excite and cheriſh 
3 2 each other? Whence the zealouſeſt and 
+ perfeRteſt Lovers of God are the glorious 


Angels, of whom our Saviour ſays, That 


Father which-i in Heaven; and thoſe bleſ: **- 
ſed Sainrs, whoſe imployment, and whoſe 
happinels is, in the Revelation, expreſt to 


NV HH = 


: 


And thoſe” unblemiſh'd Perſons are in * 
that place recorded to have kept them» 
ſelves Undefiled by mortal Beauries;. to 
reach us, that the nearrer and clearer In- 
tuition, that Heaven affords them of rhe 
lorious Obje@ of their Paſſion, was not 
Cauſe of it, but the Recompence ; 
and thar whilſt they Liv'd Exiles here on 
Earth, *rwas- ſuch a ſpeculation, as I am 
s recommending (Lindamor) to You, where- 
$ with they liv'd (to borrow the Expreſſi- 
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LEES, > 


ls 8 viſible; a Sight, whole Glory made them. *7 
* look on fading Beauties, with as unda- 
'® zel'd and -untroubPd*Eyes, 'as Eagles can 

be ſuppos'd ro caſt on Glow-worms when 
| dy have” been newly ' gazing on the 
F Son... 


this 


in Heaven, they a_ behold the face of his Matt 18. 


be, To follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes, Rev. 14. 


on uſed of Moſes) as ſeeing hins who i in- Heb, x1; 


OY | 
To engage your Loye. Lindamer, to's.s. ; 


.that the Eye freed from a 
| ciſguiſing TinQtures, may 'the more: pers. 


Seraphick Love 
this ſublimeſt of objeds, | I, ſhall deſire; \) - 
chat -all that I hays ſaid to divert your © 
former flames, and, all that may ſay to'1z 
depreciate and diſcredit thoſe degrading | 
and diſquieting Amours, that are. wont to} 
inyeagle Mortals, may be lookt upon as | 
meant, rather by WAY of Prepargtive, than 
of Motive, aiming. but to diſahyle and} 
rectifie your Mind,. that with : compos'd 7 
and unprepoſſeſs'd . rhoughts, you may * 
judge of the ObjeRt I propoſe to. you. | 
Which, to qualific you to be but impar- Þ 
oy Ih, Ohis ge On; or cough : 
t imploy'd- upon {yc ce, 49 þ 

that on which he Placoniſts vis. | ol 
miſe certain virtues, which they. (fignifi- 
cantly enough-) call'd Purgarive, to dil- 
pot and fir-the mind for the, reception of ® 
ublimer Truths. As Phyſicians:co- clear |? 
the fight are wont to Purge the ps 
| darknjog and | 


fely dilcern the 'objeRs preſented rg. its 7: 
And certainly, the Love I would perſuade : 
is of a nature, that makes nothing] more » 
conducive to it than the greagel Þ fer ” 
edrieſs of the-Eye; and the perfectelt illus + 
ſtrarion of the Obje@: which is ſuch, that 4 


the cicareſt reaſon is the moſt advantageous *. 
| Light - 


Seraphick, Love. 

* Light it can deſire to be ſecn by. You 
know the ſtory of that witty Wencli, who 
us'd merrily to wiſh her Lover all gogd 
Qualities bur a good Undetſtariding ; for 
Thar, ſaid ſhe, would make them our of 
Love with me. The Divine ObjeR, to 
which 1 would: Prefer you, Lindamer, is 

* ſo far from being obnoxious to a Danger 

5 of that Nature, that I need not Diſpa- 

| rage any other to Enamour you_of this 
For, the Creator is too full of Excelleti- 

# cies to need to be recommended ot ſet off 
3 by the Creature's Defects. He was $0- 
3 veraignly Lovely in Himſelf, before they 
&® had a Being ; nor has his giving us char * 
*© Paſſion call'd Love; made him rhe un- 
$ ſirrer Objet for it. To love God, bur bes 
[3 cauſe your Miſtriſs has perſortal faults, is 
2 a greater, than any of thoſe for which 
you have declin'd her ; and is fuch a So- 
© locifm in Seraphick Love, as it were iti the 
« 2 Perſian Religioft, ( for that has yet embra- 
> cers'in'the Eaſt, as thoſe, that have there 

- convers'd with then, aſſure me) to make. 

|» the Spats that blemiſh the Moon their 

- Motives of their worſhipping tlie Sin, 

+ |* Hermione is a Lady, to whoſe noble Re- 
it © lations I:am coo much a Seryant, not to 
S ' haye a Reſpect for Her; and I catinor, 

C 


nt {> without 
* 


Seraphick, Love. 
without concluding her an Extraordinary '/ 
rſon, remember how lately ſhe enjoy'd :: 
the honour of Captivating Lindawor ; v 
though ſhe - has ſince, by injuriouſly De- Z 
clining, juſtly forfeired the glorious Ti- 3 
tle of his Miſtriſs; yer the Qualities, that 3 
gave it her, made mc, among divers o- 
thers, like her ſo well, that 'tis now my © 
Quarrel to her, that ſhe .is not what ſhe Z 
Was. And therefore whatever may fall } 
from my Pen to her diſadvantage, re- # 
lates to Her bur as ſhe was, or may again. ! 
be, an Obſtacle ro your devotednels to & 
Seraphick Love. To ingage you to which, Z 
Call this notwithſtanding, Lindamor ) IE 
muſt do you the. right to tell you, that 
God deſerves the, higheſt Elevation of your; } 
Love, though Zermione had not rejeted, 3 
it. Were the not only as Handſome as 
you fancy'd her, but as Conltanc as you | 
wiſhcd her, -her Beauty and her Friendſhip 


r00 concurring, could not haye made her 


other than as Diladvantageous, as Inju- 


rious, a Rival unto God; and, in the ve- - 


ry Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 


the would haye dcſlery'd but a more © 
moderate Degree of it., Angels, . to | 
whom Women were neyer falle; or cru- © 
el 
il 


5 Tz 
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Seraphich Love: 


el, love their Maker uw all —_— 
O» Rev.2 


and he ro whom Sr. John preſents his A 
ration, refaſed it for himſelf ro direc ir 
unto God. Would not your ſelf; Linda. 
mor, have thought your :7mione abſo* 


. lutely handſome, though Moors had nor 


worn the Devils Livery; and the thing 
call'd deformiry, had been as much a 


" ſtranger, as it is unwelcome to her Sex > 


"tis rrue, ſuch is our frailty, that, As the 


| Iſratlites needed a cruel and oppreſſive 


Bondage in Egypt, to make them reſolve 


© on returning to the Bleſſed Land of Ca- 
* zxaan; 1o oftentimes, the amorous Soul 
« needs the harſh ulage of a diſdainful Mi- 
+ ftrils, ro diſguſt it with its Thraldom, and 
| make ir-aſpite to its more genuine and 
* farisfying objet: I may therefore allow 
* Hermione's defeQs to have given you free- 
> dom and occaſion to conſider the Prero- 
* patives of Seraphick Love: but I muſt not 
” allow them to be the chief Morives of 


your embracing it: For, i were too in- 


; jurious to its glorious objet, to make 


Ll 


- Whoſe tranſcendency Entitles it to more 


that bur the refuge of a defeared Paſlion, 


than the moſt eleyated and entire one. 


t Alas, God needs .not theſe beggerly 


{ Parallels with any fading Objets, ro be- 
| © 


1 come 


17 
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Seraphick Love. 
come that of our diſabus'd Devotion, and 
he were lovely without Compariſon, as 
well as he is ſo far aboye it.. And though 
I be nox-ſo unjuſt ro deny, . that there 
are Ladies (lome of which I have the 
- Happineſs not to be unknown to my ſelf) 
whole Excellencies are capable ro enno- 
ble their whole Sex: Yet their greateſt 
Accompliſhments, compar'd to his Perfe- 
ions, whole Gifts they are, are in that 
Eclipſing , company , as - inconſpicuous as 
the faint Qualities of more ordinary per- 
ſons. As when-in a cleaFMorning, the 
Riſing-Sun vouchſafes to viſit us, as well 
thoſe bright Stars that did adorn. our He» 
miſphere, as thoſe dark ſhades that did 
benight it, vaniſh : Conſ6nantly where+ 
unto, give ane leave to obſerye. to you, 
Lindamor, that though divers ,of + God's 
Attributes, are, through his goodneſs, | 
participated by his Creatures, Yer the Seri- | 
prure makes {o vaſt a defparity berwixt ® 
the Excellenciggsthat it aſczibes to” Men, © 
and the ſame perfetions conſider'd as 
they exiſt in God, that it ſeems abſolare- | 
ly to exclude Created Beings from any |: 
Title to thoſe Attributes; becauſe they * 
poſſeſs them but in a way. ſo inferior to | 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine | 
manner 


/ 


Seraphick Love. I'9 
manner, in which they belong to God. 
Thus our Saviour ſays to him that (ra- 
king him bur for a Man) call'd him good, 
Why calleſt thou me good 2 there is none good 53.9 
& one, ( that*is, ) God, Thus St. Paul 
ls God (or Chriſt) the only porentate * Tins. 
Mi»@- dvds, though the- Earth be ſhared * © 
by ſeveral Potentates ; and even.the de- 
vout Eunach in the A#s, and the depo- at 8 17. 
ſed Grandees mentioned by the Bleſſed 7 Fn 
Virgin in her Canticle, are in the Ori- 
_ way ſtyled Potentates. Thus, though 

e be wile Virgins as well as fooliſh ; Mat-215 
and though our Saviour tells us, That the 
Children of tha World, are, in their Genera» 1-16.38, 
tions, ne 4 than the Children of Light: Yer 
St. Paul (cruples not to term his Maker, : Tim. t- 
the only. wiſe God, and thugithe elſewhere '7* 
Paraphraſes him , + that hath only im- 
mortality , though Angels and - humane 
Souls be Deathleſs. In ſo incommunica- 
ble a -manner does the Superiority of, 7;,.. ; 
God's Nature make him -ollela chole ve- 
ry Excellencies, which the Diftuſiveneſs 
of his Goodneſs, makes him pleaſed to 
Communicate. I am the more ' zealous, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, (which: I muit deſire you 
to look upon but as a' vary'd name for 

C3 Se- 


Seraphick Love) becauſe I have obſerved if 
your Paſſion to have been extremely im- F 
patient of ' Confinement, and to have 
eſteem'd whatever may be term'd limits 
to be Priſons. Few therefore can n 

more, or dclerve better, an Object 

their Love, for which roo immenle a vaſt- 
neſs were impoſſible And ſuch a one 
is God, whole Soveraign perfections 
render him ſo uncapable of being lov'd 
too much, that the moſt aſpiring Paſſion 
can ſcarce arrive {{o much, = to leflen its 
Ciſproportion to the, Object. Other Patli- 
ons, like other Riyers, arc moſt lik'd when 
they calmly flow Within: their, wonted 
Banks: but of Seraphick Love, as of Ni- 
{us the very Invundatians might be de- 
ſirable, and his overflowings make him 
the' mare welcome, For mortal Beau- 
ries, ,our Paſſions are like our ſelves: / 
If - our Stature chance to exceed a cer» : 


tain ſize or,Sfandard, it makes "us mon- ® 


{trous ; but Devotion is like a flawleſg 
Diamond, where the bignels Taxes the 
value, and: the unuſual bulk. both ratey 
and inhances the Luſtre and the Price. Ta 
giye God all gur leve is the greateſt Com- 
mang boxh of the'Law ang Goſpel ( in its 
capacious and recmiog Womb, 'borh 

: Com: 
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Seraphick Love. 
Compriſing and Cherifhing all the other 
Services God requires) and that there is 
not more exacted of . us, is not, that an 
Addition were Culpable, bur becauſe ir 
is Impoſſible. So noble is che Nature 
of Devotion, that it admits of failings, 
bur by one of the Extreams, which is ' 
that of Defet. For,. Mediocrity, (whole 
Office *ris ro reſtrain us from approach- 
ing the utmoſt Limits) which in other 
Patfions is an Excellence, is here an Im- 
perfetion. Orar leaſt, iff Mediocrity be 
that which creates Paſſions, Virtues, the 
Mediocrity of this Love muſt confiſt in 
the Boundleſineſs of it, ſince that is ir 
which makes it moſt a Virtue. The Man 
afrer God's own heart, is not” afraid to 32" 
own even to his Maker, an Ardency of *5/-- 
Love for Him, which muſt be expreſt Scnner:. 
by .the ſignificant Metaphor of Thirſt ; *% 2* 
and that ſuch a Thirſt roo, as makes the” fu 
panting Hart (by Narturaliſts obſerved to lib.4.part, 

a very Dry Creature) bray (as I remem- ye,c!, * 
ber the Hebrew hath it) tor thoſe refre- 
ſhing ſtreams, whoſe want diltreſſes and 
reduces her to'an almoſt gaſping Condi- 
tion: My wery Soul ( faith he) thirſteth for 
God. And we know, that Thirſt is 
not only ſo violent an Appetite, that ir 
G4, leſſens 


22 S$traphick Love. 
leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have Þ 

arted with, his Kingdom for a Cup of Þ 

ater: But thirſt dorh*{q confine our 
Longings to what it craves, that nothing, 

elſe can ſarisfie them. The wealth of both 

. the Jndies would not excule the. want of 

a needed Cup, ſuppoſe their Poſſeſlor tore 
mchred with an Appetite, which .cannor 

be quench'd but by Drink. To which 1 

—_ add, that the uncaſinels of unrelie- 

yed Thirſt, .is.nor, -like chat of other in- 
conveniencies, Ieflen'd by Continuance, 

but grows by Laſting, the more Unſup- 
rtable. The ſame inſpir'd Poet ſcru- 

ples not alſo to profeſs ſo ſenſible and ſo 

ive a Concern for God's Interbſts, that 

the zeal of God's Houſe bath eaten him up ; 

and hugely troubled he js, that others 

Plal. 119. Are not affected with the ſame Zeal. 1 be- 
153.  , held (lays oe the Tranſgreſſars, and was grie- 
136. '* ved becauſe they kept not thy Word. | Nay, + 

Rivers of Waters, ſays he, rus down mine 
Eyes, becauſe they kept not thy Law; and; to © 
manifeſt how much the tenderneſs and un- | 
reſery'dneſs of his Love, made him think 
thoſe his Friends or Enemies, that were ſo * 

Pt. 101. 19 God, Mipe eyes (ſays be) foall be upon tbe © 
faithful of the Land, that they way dwell with © 
| wee 2 


. 5 7.5 on — WH Ty 1, YE Oo, 


FF 3.9 we UW $3 53 w 


p 
«| 
& 
p 
P 
? 


Seraphick, Love. 23 
we: He that walketh perfet# in the way, he 


| ſhall ſerve me. Do not T hate them, O Lord, Ph. 139. 
* that hate Thee, and am not I grieved withthoſe 21, 22. 


that riſe up againſt Thee? I hate them with 

4 perfet? hatred, I count them mine enemies. 

Ar this Rate did pious David love his 6 
Maker; but he -was fo far from thinking 

this Rate Exceſſive, that tranſported by the 

Senſe of his Perſonal Diſabiliry , to pay 

that Divine Obje& all the Love that his 
Perfe&tions merited; he is not content 

ro rouſe up all his own Faculties t& Praiſe |_| 
God, (Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all. 
that i, within me bleſs his Holy Name) but 

he invites all the Godly to aſſiſt him in 

the Payment'of ſo vaſt a Debt. ( Love Pra. 117. 
the Lord all ye Saints, for &c.) And again, 
(Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe him Pl. 138. 
all ye Peeple.) And not content neither fre- © 
quently. to do this, as may appear by 

very many Paſſages of his Sacred Poems, 


-W he hwy - his Invitation ro the Angels, 
% and 


all the other Hoſts of God, and con- 


h cludes the Book of Pſalms, with a, Let 
& every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lord. 
& Hallelujah. | 


Nor does it invalidage what has now 5:# 4. 


4 been delivered, that ſome Men have, 
* cyen by Deveur Perſons, becn blam'd 


for 


Seraphick Love. 
for roo much Devotion: for it was not an 
exceſs of Love ; but a want of Diſcreti-® 
on, that was guilty of their Faulrs ; The 
Expreſſions of our Love to God oughr to 
be regulated, not by our blind. and'wild 
Phancies, bur by his revealed Will,” ( as 
Chrift fays, If bu love me, keep my Com 
mandments) and therefore it is very poſſ 


ble ro be too devour, not becauſe any 
Expreſſion of Seraphick Love can be made 
with tgo much Ardency, whilſt "tis cons 
fider'd abſtraftedly in ir (elf, and irrela- 
rively to the reſt; Bur becauſe thar there 
being ſeveral Durics of Loye, which” re- 
quire an Ardency of it, 'ris injurious to 


exerciſe all that in one alone, or a few, 
thar belongs equally to the neglected 
others. We muſt not ( as too man 
Profeſſors are now wont to do, of whoſe 
Error you may receive a fuller account 
in ſome other Fapers) daſh in pieces 
the rwo Tables of the Law againſt one 
another ; Bur muſt ſo love God with all'7 
our hearts, as to love our Neighboor as our 
ſelves. You know what our Saviour faith þ 
to the Phariſces, that Tithed Mint, and 
Cummin, with a negle&t of Judgment, Z 
Mercy, and Faith, thoſe weightier matrers # 
Marb.23. of rhe Law ; Theſe ought you (i%) to huve ©; 
23. 


gone, - 


Seraphick Love. 


an® done,* and not to leave the other undone. And, 
23-8 indeed, this Parrtialiry, Lindamer, which 
hel! makes us diſplay ſo much of the ftrengrh 
toW and vigor of-our Spirits in ſome Favourites 
il Durics, that we can bur languidly and 
as perfunctorily perform thoſe others we are 


leſs foad of, begers in Devorion a Di- 
ſi- Wſcaſe, not unlike that new one in Chil 
ny dren we call rhe Kickers, which {ome Lear- 
deEincd Phyſicians do not improbably congeive 
to ariſe from the unequal Nutritzon of 
the parts. For, though none of then res 
eive cxceſtve Nouriſhment; yer ſome of 
them receiving as much as is convenient 


roWor them, ahd thereby growing up to 
w,Wrhcir natural bigneſs, whilſt others are 
edWicis nouriſh'd than (were the body health» 
nyWul) they would be, do grow {o little, 
vl hats rthe-: founder patts ſeem over- 
neEgrown, and ſo the diſproportion berwixr 


hem and. the Ricketing ones, makes 
The whole Body they Compoſe mishap- 


al pen and unweildly. ' Bur, Lindamoer, 
uf FFI his proves not that. we can love God 
th Foo much, bur only that we may inm- 


ploy roo much,of that Love, in this 
br that way of Expreſſing it. Whylit- 


ws houſes of clay, 'there are many Duri:s, 
Ki which 


4 


vec are (as Fob ſpeaks)” Inhabitants of thefs Job. 4. 19. 
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which do as well Challenge an intenſity 

ef our AfﬀeCtions, as thole which relate 

| Cor. 7. More immediately to God. As St. Paul 

12,3934 tells us, that thefe is difference berwixt 

Married and Single perſons, the Aﬀeti- 

© ons of the one being art Liberty to devote 

| themſelves more undiſtratedly ro God, 

whereas thoſe of the other are diſtracted; 

(as Adam's were, betwixt his Maker and 

his Rib.) Burt, where a dire and imme- 

diate Expreſſion of love to God defrauds 

not any other Duty, there it is free from 

the danger of Exceſs. Though Prayers 

may caſily be too long, and Faſts grow 

exorbitant ; yer Chriſt could ſpend the 

whole Night in Prayer, and Faſt, forty 

days, without immoderatenels, when 

- the other Expreſſions of his Love to his 

Father, and the other Exerciſes of + his 

" Mediatory FunQtion , were not there- 

by diſturb'd, bur further'd and promo- 

1 King.1g. ted, And ſo Elijah might inculpably 
” faſt long, when that faſting did not dil-® 
able him to proſecute his Journey to the 
Mount of God; | and though juſt men 

here on Earth muſt expreſs their Love 

co their Maſter by (that buſie diſtract 

ing, and remoter way of Service) trade- 
ing with his Talent truſted co them ; 


yer © 
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yer when their diveſture of Morality diſ- 
penſes them from thoſe laborions and 
ayocating- Duties to diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 
and their own ſecular Relations; which are 
here requiſite to be perform'd; © their glo- 
rify'd Spirits may now, without any in- 
moderate Deyotion, inpoy; I ſay nor, 
their time, bur their Eternity it felf in 
converſing ' with' God, and following the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes. 
gruouſly 1 obſerve, thar/the four'Myſte- 
rious Beaſts, allow'd: to approach neareſt 
to the Throne of God, | though theic 
many wings, and mote 1 s cyes, 
intimate them of a very ative Nature, 
are repreſented to us in the Apocalypſe, 
as addicted bur to 'one Imployment, cea- 


ay 


And cot Rev.46.7. 


ſing neither day nor night from ſaying, Holy, , . 


Holy, H:ly, Lord God Almighty; and from 
iving Glory, and Honour, and Thanks unto 
Jim. And of thoſe that have whited their 
Robes in the 'Blood of the Lamb, this Ac- 


is it, that no degree of Seraphick Love 
can be Exceflive, nay, not' any Expre(- 
fion of it immoderare, unleſs it be made 


1; þ; fo, not by its greatneſs, but by its uſur- 
cr | 


pation, 


? count is in the ſame Book: given us, that Rev. 7.14. * 
F they ave before the Throne of God, and ſerve” 
© him day and night in his Temple. So true 


$» 
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pation, whereby ir cither ingroſſes ot in» 
yades what. belotgs to its injur'd'and lan- 


guiſhing Aſſociates. Our Love unto the 
Creatures -is a Preſent, but unto God « 
wed poor though we may wes He 
in parting (over-fteely 
with our Gifts, we can fcarce be ſo-in : 
the, Payment. of our. Debrs;' for, | be the 
—_ ray __ = Pay ey he thei 
ne, in r 
aLerhaDichordincor r09. much an. AR 
of I be one of Profuſencls. - Se 
raphick Love, '( whoſe Paſſionateneſs is ity 
beſt . n) has thenmoſtaps 
'd its/nobleſt meaſure,. when: it can 
eaſt be 'mealur'd; nor. ought irs extent 
to admit any other limits; chan an utrer 
 difability ro excecd thoſe that terminare 
ic. For he-alone' loves God -as much-83 
he ought, \that leving . him. as much as 
he can, ſtrives to repair the deplored 
imperfeRion»of that Love \ with an ex- 
ereme regret: to find his Love no greater, 
+ Such a Subliniiry of Love will beſt Env 
title you the Conſolation accruing front 
thar” acborable Paſſage of | St. John, if 
where he. ſays, that God 4 love, and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth -in God, 
| hath God in him, which ſupplics me with s 
forcible * 
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big wn Trankaradarey in ia 
aſpiring to a T m Des 
votion , Cote it may render Setf-denial 
ſo calic, that twill (at laſt} almolt- di- 
veſt that Name.. For, this ſublimer Love 
—_— an intimate Conjundion wich | 
its OQbjeR.. wholly devoted. ro it; 'and 
throughly refined from aJl bale droſs of 
Selfihinels and intereſt, nobly begers"a 
moſt ftrict- Union of our Wills with-God's 
(or: rather) a perfect Submiſſion of ' the 
one toi the other. And thus, ' when it 
i8 become: your Will: co. obey” His,” 'no 
Diſpcalations .of Providence will ithmo- 
deratsly :dilquier (you © for you | polie(s 
youp Wilhes in - General, and-in Balk, 
chough- ppiſibly not always in Retail. 
For, - your <hiefeſt » Deſire | being (v0 1ee 
yout Maker's- Will fulfill'd,; your 'know- 
ledge of his being' che Sovercign and un- 
controll'd - Diſpoter 'of : the Eventsjiuliutes 
you, that all Accidents. that caf- befall 
you, are” but exact Accompliſhments of 
> his. Will, -and conſequently. of Yours, ſo 
»* far forth as that is included and compriz'd 
in his. 'When you have. Refign'd, or ra- 
ther Conſign'd your expropriated: Will ( if 
I may lo call it) roGed, and thereby..(as 
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$ it were) entruſted him to Will tor you; 
Rr all 


Seraphick Love. 
all his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpenfariong 
towards «ry are,” in fie, the Acts « 
your/-own Will, with the advantage « 
their' being direQed and Specified by Him, 
An advantage that does at once aſſure you 
both of their ReQtirude and Succeſs, 
God's: Wildom;oBower, and Love to you 
conſider'd, how much more happy muſt 
you be in your Options of his chuſing 
for you, than your immediate own > The 
Paricnt thinks himſelf obliged to. grati 
fie his Phyſician for chuſing for him what 
ſorts of | Meat: he: is to feed on ;' though 
the Door be wont to make ſuch a 
choice for him, as deprives him of the 
Diſhes he beſt likes, and oftentimes con+ 
fines him to thoſs be Loaths. Alaſs, How 


often-might God ſay of our Requeſts, as 
Chriſt did of thoſe of the two aſpiring Dif. 
ciples, 1e know not what ye ak? I admite, 
and bluſh to read in an Heathen Satyriſt 
ſo Heavenly a Leſion, as, 


4 


Permittes 3pfis expendere Numinibus , þ : 


quid - 


Conveniat nobis , rebuſque fi dtile no | 


Ti: 


Nam pro Fucundis Utilia quaque da © 


bunt Di, 


Charivr © 
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.Charior e# illis homo, quam. fibi ns 


animorum 


Anal, & ca pravaque cupidine 


| Comer petinms paringuqucs BX0r ; 
Now —_ qui. pueri, qualiſque o_ ft 


KX0T. 


Unto the wiſer Gods the” care yg 
mit, 

Of what's for us and our Aﬀairs moſt 
Fir. 

They will for pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer ; ; | 

To whom Man is chan to himſelf, 
more dear. 

We by our blinder Paſſions led a- 
ſtray, 

Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 


Which chey may chance %efuſe us out 
of Love, 

Knowing what both rhe Wife and Py 
would prove. 


The Conſideration of which made 


a Heathen Philoſopher ſay, That he was 
# wont only in. gencral terms to beg 
x Good things of the Gods, leaving it to 
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them to determine what things \were 
good for him. And indeed” our 'own 
Wiſhes are but too commonly as' blind as 
Rachel's, who having ſo eagerly longed 
for Children, that impaticntly cries, 
Give me Children, or de 7 ye, died in 
Child-bearing: And as.deſtruQtiye to the 
Wifhers, as their Longings prov'd to the 
murmuring., /ſraclites, who loathing the 
wholeſome Manna, (that Bread of Angels ) 
God had provided for them, are their 
own Bane in the Fleſh they had fo gree- 
dily luſted for, Thus, Lindamor, that fo 
affrighting Virtue of Self. denjal proves 
to. be. little more than a Son's Letter of 
Attorney to his Father, of whole parer- 
nal Kindneſs and- conſummate Abilities 
in the management of Afﬀairs, his confi- 
dence amougts unto a certainty. Nay, till 
my ſecond Thoughts chgck'd the oyer- 
forward Impetuolity of my firſt, I was a- 
bout to add, Since God reſents an infinite 
ſatisfaction in the. Accomplilhment of his 
own Will, your Making over your whole 
Will to God, will impart to you that Fe- 
licicy, proportioned to the degree of the 
Reſigament- And as the Eye, whilſt by 
rhe Optick Nerve ty'd uato the Head, to 
ching'd, can taſte Delights, which n is 
cad 
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dead to, being once ſever'd from it, though 
mperdyheſ to joy: the beſt Condition 
of which irs inanimate Mature+ can be 
ſuppos's tobe 'ragable : So 'may -your 
Will by an Identiry or 'Sameneſs (iT 
deney, though not in*Narure) with your 
wh: into "God's, 
receive a new. and ity, 
_ m__ aptidor—ne -4-4 
iſh - Joys; hi 4 4 
which the fulleſt Frution of your'privare 
Wiſhes were able to create... This Self- 
denial is a Kind of Holy Afſotiation with 
God, and: (by rfiaking ybu his Partner ) 
intereſſes you in all his Happineſs and 
uifitions. And conſonantly we ſee 


- thar Gloxify'd Saints and Bleſſed Angels, 


whoſe will have the moſt exquiſite and 
exact Co ty to God's, enjoy a Hap- 
pineſs moſt approaching his; whereas 
tie" "Apoſtare' Spirits, it a confirm'd re- 
pugnancy to his Will, find rhe extremity 
of wretchednels. i 


Bur though 1 dare not own, Lindamer, S:% 5. 


ſo bold a Sally, yer I dare without Scru- 
ple improve the Diſcourſe* chat preceed- 
ed in, ro make out to you an* adyanita- 
geous difference of Seraphick* Love from 
ordinary flames. For, he that makes, 
| D 2 a prc- 


Seraphick, Love: 
a Preſent. of his Heart to any Mortal 
Beauty, even by her welagming it, and 
Lodging it with her gwn, grows lubje to. 
hayc it wounded in her Breaſt. Thoſe mil- 
fortuncs reach him that would otherwile 
rerminate P her: Her wactiony corny 
him, whi iS. OWn icve him ; 
che feticity hes Perſis grows requi- 
fire tro wake one Happy. ;Fhe lercit 
out our Love to murable Objeas, d 
bur enlarge our Hearts, and make them 
the wider marks for fortune, and capa» 
ble of being wounded in more places: 
ſor, although Love may«as well make us 
participare the. Joys, as reſEnt the infeli- 
citics of the parties lov'd ; yet even the , 
leaſt unhappy Perſons do in fo fickle and ; 
ſo tempeſtuous a Sea, as we all find this 
World, meet with ſo many . wore cither 
croſs gn or ſtormy Guſts, than pro- 
ſpcrous Gales; and we are ſo much.more 
ſenſible of Pain than Pleaſure, (an aching 
Corn, though leſs chan a Sickne(s, unfir- 
ring us to rcliſh the otherwiſe perfet 
health of the whole Body ) that even 
Fiend{tfip it {ef, though a much calmer 
afteftion than Love, ought to be declin'd 
a$ injurious to our quiet, did we conlider 
it but as a Partnerjhip of Fortnnes, nor 
an 
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an exerciſe of Virtues. But he, whoſe 
wiſer Love ſettles ir ſelf on God, is not 
only by the Immutable, and even Eſſen- 

tial Happineſs of that adorable ObjeR, 
ſecur'd from participated Infelicitics ; bur 
finds his perſonal Croſſes and Diltreſſes 
Aweerned by conſidering,  rhat what he 
molt Loves is moſt Happy, and as able 

as willing in due time ro make him ſo. 
And though Seraphick Love make us par- 
take bur God's Felicities, yer his accep- 
tance of it makes him reſent our forrows : 

In all their afflitions he was afflifted, ſays * ** 
the Prophet of God, and of the*fſratlites. 
And ſo the Soh of 'God, (who is fo much 
One with thoſe that love him, that both *® 
he as the Head, and they as the Members 


are ſometimes, as making up one Body 


, 


call'd by 'one Name, Chriſt ) though as: :-; 
high as Heaven above the reach of perſo- © 
nal or immediate perſecutions, cad our 
ro Saul for 'an intention of lrarming thoſe 
that lov'd him, Sal, Saul, why prrſecuteſt 
thou me > And to demonſtrate the renders 
nels of this compaſſion, the Prophet ſays 


co the return'd Zfraclites, concermng God 


He, that toutheth you toucheth the Apple 


” Zach, :.$ 


of his Eye. Nor is' God's Compal- 


fjon like a Miſtreſles, a grieving only, 
D 3 and 
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.and -an uſcleſs Pity, whereby the ſuffer- 

ing Lover is oftentimes, comforted, 

as it eds from her kindneſs, than af- 

Aicted , becauſe it breeds her diſquiet; but 
God's is a'Compaſiion, though Active, 

yer Serene, and Worthy of himſelf, which 
without producing the diſcompoſure,* pro- 
cages, e. Effects o . the molt ſenkble 

Pity, by cngaging him to a timely re- 

lief and-xefcuc: As that freſhly mentioned 
Expreſſion, /» all their afflitions_ he was 
afflited, is. immediately followed by, and 

© the Angel of his preſence ſaved them ; in his 

love, and in his pity he redeemed them, and 

he lare,them and carried them all the days of 

« -olg.; Yes, this Pity, for its not diſturb- 
ing God's ' Happineſs, enclines him. not 

the le(s ro expreſs a Senſe of our Mileries, 

and. makes us find (to. -uſe a Scripture 

Heb. 4.16. Phraſe, as I world render .it) 24:1 «5 orrgyr 
CondjangGrace for an opportane relief, 1 (ay, 

with the Divine Writer, .4n,, opportune or 
ſeaſanatle relief, becaule it ' comes nor 
always when gg. is moſt deſired; bur 

when . it _ is moſt fit; and when that 

is, he that hath at, once all preſent, 

paſt, and future things in his proſpeR, 

o is ficteſt ro. determine. Chriſt's wordg 
As 1. 7. to his Diſciples, ( /t # wot for you to ger 
fs. the 
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the Times or the" Seaſons, which the Father 

hath put in his own power ) are applicable to 

more. cales than that which occaſion'd 

them. The Canaanitiſh Womag muſt put Mar.7.:7 

up a Refuſal, and the Reproachful name 

of a Dog, (which yet by the way, was a 

Paraphraſe commonly enough us'd þy the 

Jews of the Heathen, and as ſuch was 

underſtood by this *Eaaris Gentile not Greek.) 0. 
Tote compriſing the Parriarchs <*2<- 


The " 
their itors) were reduced. to. wait pbn....; 
Four We 4s thirty years' ere they ke 
were introduced into the Promis'd Land ; vi © 
and doring a great part of .that long 

ſpace of time,  languiſh'd and groan'd = 3-7: 
under the heavy Burthens, and othlier as 

heavy Prefiures, of the as cruelly as un- _ 
ſucceſsfully Politick /fgyptiens. St. Paul :,.* ** 
himſelf pray'd the Lord thrice for the e- 535 
moval of that rude 0x2, Tv gag xiv, Thorn 

to the fleſh ( whatever that may qnean ) 

Nay, of the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother her ->=-43, 
ſelf, her Divine Son would not be found 

till the third day, thougp the ſought him 
ſorrowing. And Lazarus, to whom, even 
during his Sickneſs, he vouchſafed ( a 

Ticle, to which all Ceſars were bur Tri- 

fles) the ſtyle of Friend, which embolds jc. :;.-, 
ned the pious Mary ro Paraphraſe him 
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verſ.3, by a Ft: whom thou lov ft) was permitted 


Mal. $.3- 


not only to Lye a dying, but to Die; 
his Refrue being deferr'd, till it was 
thought impoſſible; and was ſo indeed 
ro any leſs' Power than Omnipotence. 
Which manifeſts, that as no. degree of 
Diſtreſs is unrelievable. by his Power, fo 
no Extremity of it is inconfiſtent' with Kis 
Compaſſion, no, not with his Friendſhip. 
He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Prophets, 1s 
in the laſt of them repreſented under the 
notion of a Refiner: and 'ris not the cuf- 
tom of Refiners to ſnatch rhe belov'd Me» 
tal out of the Fire, as ſoon as it feels the 
violence of thar purifying Element ; nay, 
nor as. ſoon it is Melted by it, but rhey 
Jer it long endure the brunt of the ative 
Flames, actuated by exciting Blaſts, till 
it | have ſtood- its due time in rhe Fire, 
and there obtain'd its ful} Purity and Splen- 
dor. © And I hope, you will give one that 
converſes with Furnaces, thovgh he be no 
Prerender to the Philoſophers Stone, leave 
ro implore a Chgmical Metaphor, and ob- 
ſerve, that though in AfiliQions, eſpecially 
Nationat or Publick Calamities, God of- 
renrimes feems to make no diſtinCEtion 
berwixt the Objefts of his Compaſiion, 
and thpſe: of his Fury, inailcfiminateiy 
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involving them in the ſame Deſtiny; 
yet his Pre-ſcience and intentions make a 
vaſt difference, where his Infliftions do 
not ſeem ro make Any : As,when on the 
ſame Teſt, 'and with the felf-fame Fire, 
we urge as well the Gold- as the blended 
Lead, or Antimony ; but with fore-know- 
ifg and deſigning ſuch a diſparity in the 
Events, as to Conſume the ignebler Mi- 


nerals, or blow them off into Droſs or 


Fum:s, and make the Gold more pure and 
full of Luſtre. 


It is true, Lindamer, and (not to be ſuf- 5:7 5 
_ pected of Partiality towards a Love which 


ſo lirtle needs ir, to be thought fit ro be 
preferr'd before all other Paſſtons) I ſhall 
acknowledge it, that che Happineſs reſul- 
ting from thoſe many Preroganives, I have 


endearour'd to diſcover to you in a Tran-_ 


ſcendent degree of Seraphick Love, is mo- 
derated by rhe Effets of that Sublimiry) 
the Eager Deſires it creates of a more com- 


' plear Fruition, of its perfet and Divine 


Objet. Such aſpiring Sallies of the long- 
ing Soul made the languiſhing Spouſe in 


the Canticles cry out, Stay me with Flag- Cantzas. 


gons, comfort me with Apples, for I am ſick of 
Leve. Such made the raviſh'd Apoſtle 
deſire to raprn (for fo 1 ſhould rather 
rranſlare 


& 
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tranſlare the word, « «xiz there, and 
I find it * elſewhero to ſignific) and to be 
with Chriſt: And the inſpir'd Poet thus 
expreſſes his Longings to the Bleſied-OQb- 
je of them, As the Alot panteth after the 
water-brooks, fo panteth my Soul after thee, 0 
God. My Soul thirfteth for God, for the lov» 
ing God: when ſhall 1 come and avpear be» 
fore God? But Lindamoer, it was fit that to 
elevate our thoughts and wiſhes to Hea- 
ven, ſome peculiar, and elſewhere Incom- 
municable. degree of Joy, ſhould be re- 
ſerv'd for us there. And 'tis a -good 
Sign, and ſuch as worldly Objects cannor 
boaſt, when the Incompleatneſs of our Se- 
raphick Lover's happinels in his Fruicions, 
procceds not from their want of Satisfa- 
Qorineſs, but-his want of an entire Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them. - And let me tell you Lin- 


" #amur, that even this uncaſie State of Sepa- 


ration,is weetned with as much Allay as is 
conliſtent with its being g Grief. For, rhe 
Divine Evidence and Teacher of God's Love 
pronouncing a Thirſt after Perfection to be 
a Ticleto it, (according to thoſe Scri ptures, 


. Blifſed are ” that hunger and thirſt after 


: 6 riahteouſm[s; 


or they [hall be ſatisfied. And, 
Lit him that 8.4 thirſt come, and whoſoever 


will, let him take of the water of Life freely) 
and 


o 
be 
us 


_— 
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and, the Joys of Heaven being fo vaſt, 
that they diffuſe their Nature to all the 
grounded _ hopes men have. to obtain 
them; each new aſſurance is a new degree 
of them, and. is acceptable ro our hope, 
though uncafie ro our delires. And theſe 
bairings at compleat Felicity, ſhould nox 
be more unwelcome for the preſent dif 
quiet they: ſuppoſe, than the contrary 
for the zeal they argue and the Feli- 
city. they. promiſe. For. this Production 
of the Spirit in our Hcarts may be juſtly 
termed. as. the Spirit himſelf in Scripture 


is, An earneſt; which though by being = Cr 5, 


ſuch, ir confeſſes ir ſelf nor to be the * 
entire Sum, yer it is not only a part of it, 
but a Pledge: And, Lindamor, how ſup- 
portable- is this thus qualify'd, Allay of 
che Joys of Seraphick Love, in compauilgn 
of the Diſquiers, and the torments that 
are wont to attend ſenſual Love 2 I ſhall 
not loſe to enumerate haw many it -is 
ſupppos'd to have ſent to their Graves ; 
becauſe, though I find thoſe Tragical 
Stories rife enough in Romances, yet I 


find. them Raricies every where but in 


thoſe fabulous Compoſures; and though I. * 
have had urioliry to yiſir ſome of- 
thole warmer Megions, where the Flames of 

Love 


Seraphick Lowe. 
Love are thought to burn with more 
violence, yet et che Duels and the 
Pox) 1 remember not to have obſcrv'd 
Love to have ever been rhe death of any 
Man ; unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſophers, 
who. make reaſon the Eſſential Con+ 
ſtiruent Form of a Man : we will affirm, 
that Love, by dethroning Reaſon, mp - 
it leave the Lover alive, doth Kill t 

Man. Bur, though I am loth to pur fo 
bad a Compliment upon Mankind, as to 
ſay, That Love is wont to deſtroy Mens 
Lives: yer Ithtnk it would be no calumny 
ro ſayf it much diſquiers them. I could 
ask you, How long many a Lover muſt 
continue a Servant to purchaſe the Honor 
of being taken notice of to be ſo? And [ 
could recruit that Queſtion with pretty 
fgore of others of the like nature, bur that 
I ſuppoſe your Memory will ſave my Pen 
the labour 'of repreſenting to you the 
Torments of Love, which they that fcel 
them, would little lefs juſtly than they do 
frequently ſtyle Martydoms, if the grear- 


neſs only, without the Cauſe and Objet 


of Men's (uffcrings, ſufhigd to make them 
Martyrs. And though the Condition 
* of Lovers be in Romancgg fo dexteroul- 

F and delightfully acv'a, that. not 
| only 
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only uine Readers are tran] 

bur even | my (elf have been ſurprized in- 
ro inclinations, to admire and <nyy their 
Felicity ; yet when ſome I was concern'd 
for, have been really concern'd and -ens* 
gag'd in ſome adventures, my envy quick- 
ly turn'd into piry. For, the Repulles; 
x Regrets, the Jealouſics, the Fears, the 
Abfences, the Deſpairs, and the reſt of the 
afflicting Diſquiets of Lovers; though in 
well-writ Romances they are ſoon read 
over by the diverted Peruſer; yer they 
ace not ſo foon weather'd*our, nor fo ca- 
fily ſupporxed by the diſconſolate Lover, 
whole Infelicitics, though they may be 
perhaps, ſo handſomely deplor'd, as to 
delight the Reader; yet truſt me, Lin- 
damor, "tis + much happier condition to 
be free from misfortunes, than to be 
able tro complain eloquently of them. 
And as I have with delight bcheld: a 
Storm excellently drawa 'by ſome rare 
Attiit's Penfil; but wherf I was this 
Spring tolt by the rude Winds that- blew 
mc out of Acland, | found -a real Storm 
a very troubleſome and uncaſic rhing : 
ſo the condition of a Lover, though 
drawn by a ſmooth Pen, is wont 
ltrangely to affect and plzaſe, us; yer 
WiC!) 
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to you as 


when Men are really engaged in it, 
find it full of Hardſhips and Difquier. - 
is a much betrer Condition to be look'd 
on than embrac'd ; and Experience gives 


*Men of it much (adder and) moge un- 


welcome Notidhs than Deſcription "did. 
Nor Phaney, Lindamor, that the Trou- 
bleſomeneſs of your Sufferings in Kkove 
proceeded bur - from theit nor” being ac- 
ceptable rv her for whom you ed 
them; ,for had your Miſtriſs Crown'd 
them wich Myrtle, and proy'd as- Kind 
m _ have made her, 
yer, I fear, ſhe could have Rcompene'd 
ou but by diſabdfing you, and could not 
ave freed you from the need of Happi- 
neſs, but only from a miſtake concern- 
ing ir; For, methinks, Lindamor, moſt 
of theſe Tranſitory Goods, that we are 
ſo fond of, may got unfitly be reſembled 
to' the Senſitive Plant, which you have 
admir'd at Sjon-Garden; ſor as, though we 
Gaze on it *with' Attention and Won- 
der, yet, when we come to touch it, 
the Coy deluſive Plant * immediately 
ſhrinks in its diſplayed . Leaves, and 
Contrafts ir (elf into a- Form, and Di- 
menſions, diladvantageouſly differing 
from the. former ; which it again rc 
covers 
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covers by degrees, when touch'd no more: 
So theſe Objets rhat Charm us at a di- 
ſtance, and whilſt gaz'd on with the 


Eyes of Ex ion and Deſire ; when a 
a llees reagr-1 al harh put them 
into our Hahds, their former Luſtre va- 
niſhes, and they appear quire- differing 
things from what before they ſeem'd ; 
though after Deprivation or ablchce hath 
made us forget their Emprineſs, and we 
be reduc'd to look upon them aþain at a 
diſtance, rhey recover in molt Mens eyes 


45 


their former Beauty, and are as capable as - , 


before ro inveigle and delude us. I muſt 
add, Lindamor, that when I compare to 
the Senſitive Plant moſt of theſe Tranſi- 
rory things, that are flacter'd with the 
Title of Goods, I do not our of that 
number except moſt Miſtreſſes. For, 
though Iam no ſuch an Enemy ro Matri- 
mony, as {ome (for want of underſtanding 
the Raillery, I have ſometimes us'd in 
ordinary Diſcourſe) are pleas'd to think 
me, and would not refule you my Ad- 
vice (though I would not fo readily give 
you my Example) to turn Votary to 
Hymen ; yet Þ have oblerv'd fo few Rap- 
py Matches, and ſo many unfortunate 
ones; and haye fo rarely cen Men love 

: ther 
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their Wives at the rate they did, whil'ſt 
they were their Miſtreſſes ; that I, won- 
der not that Legiſlators, thought it ne- 
- cellary ro make Marriages. indiſſoluble, 
to make them Laſtirg. And I cannot 
fitlier compare age than to Lot- 
tery , for in Both, .he that ventures may 
ſucceed, and may mills, and if he draw 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his 
Venture: But in both Lotteries there 
lies pretty ſtore of Blanks for every 
Prize. And for your particular, Lin- 
| damor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humors, if Frmoine's and 
Yours be not ſo unſuitable, that ( to 
make haſte from ſo nice a SubjeR) had ſhe 
juſtify'd your expeQation of her Kind- 
nels, you would have poſleſs'd the Perſon 
without poſſcfling the Happineſs you ex- 
pected : And might have found your ſelf 
as ſenſibly dilappointed by her Grant, 
as you were by her Change. 

But 1 forget, Lindamor, that I re- 
ſoly'd not ro infilt on Parallels, and 
therefore, inftead of proſecuting the 
Diſcourſe my Pen has flipt into, con- 
ecrning the advantages - of Sweraphick, 
compar'd with ordinary Love; I ſhall 
vearure to cncourage you to the For» 
mer, 
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mer, by ſhewing you, that your paſt ad- 
dictednel(s ro che lattir, may prove ſex- 
viceable to you in it: Yes, Ligdamor, | 
ſhell nor ſcruple to tell you, that your 
ſtrong paſſion for F:rpaone may not a lit- 
ele . facificate your Devotion, partly by 
breaking/ all the Chains, excepting one, 
chat faſtned you affeian to unſatisFing 
ObjeQs, and reſtraig'd it from ſoaring to 
the ſublimeſt ; and pKtly, by cxalriag your 
paſſion roa Height fir for Seraphick Flames. 
For, Love hath this of Noble, that it 
makes us diveſt our ſelves of Selfiſhnels, 
ſlight fortune, quiet, ſafety, honour, life, and 
all our own Concernments, when their 
coming into Competition with the Loved 
Parties Intereſts, may render their ſacrifice 
acceptable ro her; and makes us think 


Goods or Ills deſerve thoſe names, bur as 


they come to us From or through Her, Yoa 
could (ſcarce have Learn'd a better Leſſon, - 
even from a much better Maſter; for,Love 
having thus accuſtom'd you to (what is 
thought moſt difficult in that Virtue ) 
the Ads of Selfdenial, you nced almoſt 
bur Transfer your Flames from an Infe- 
rior and Miſtaken, to their True aud 
Nobleſt Objet, and you will have <x- 
alred and refined your Love into Devo- 

FE. tion; 
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tion ; to the larggt of which, a ſublime 
Elevation of rhe firſhis ſuch a'Diſpoſition, 
as the hawag formerly, by looſer Airs,and 
(perchance) wanton Sohgs, a" to Im- 
prove and to Command ones one is co 
the skill of Singing thaſe devour Hymns 
and Heavenly Anthems; in which the 
Church- Militant ſeems 'ambirious ro emu- 
{are the Triumphant, Eccho back the 
{olemn-Bfailes and lujahs of the Cat» 
feſtial Quire. And, as by Hunting, though 
(poſſibly) we follow bur {ortie poor ſygi- 
tive Hare, or fome ſuck Trifling Game, we 
gain that Vigor, that Sufffgence, ahd A- 
gility, that firs us for the Tojls and Mili- 
rary HarWhips that are exacted in the 
purſuir of Glory; and of Empire: So 
though in Love (Devotion's Prentice- 
ſhip ) the Courted Creature be often 
chnſiderable enough, to make our Ele- 
' tions fir t6 be numbred among ſuch 
as thoſe that made Love .be vainted 
Blind; yer in the Progreſs and Condut 
of our Paſſion, we contra@t ſuch diſ-in- 
rerefled and refign'd Habitudes, as, be- 
ing preferr'd,,to ferve Caleſtial Objeds, 
do excellently qualifie us for Devo- 
tion. And in ctke, a fervent Love 
ſeems little Teſs than Deyotion miſ- 

addreſt, 
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+ meant to'a Divinity, 
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addreſt, where our own Expreſſions 
may ſerve 'to difabuſe- bead For whety 
yob gave 'your- Miſtriſs te ſtyle of 
Goddeſs ahd wltk: af nothing to her, bur 
of ing up» of+ Hearts, Adocing, 


imply, that th 


ms; docs not all this 
ough it be ſaid to Her, 'tis 
ich is ſo mueh 
the True and Get jet of Mens 
5k ye we _ + vg me 

any othef,”wichour inveſting it Wir 
the Notioffs and Actributes of God > As 
Children diſcloſe” the inbred *kindneſs 
they have for thoſe perſons, by calling 
the Babies they .moſt doar upon by their 
dear Mother's, or lov'd Nurſes Names. 
And, as Aaroy, and the revolting Jews, by 7X2 32 
juſtifying ro themſelves their Adoration , |" ue 
of rhe Idols they: had'ſer up by artriburiog witi.s'.. 


the Title of ro whar they had a- &2i*lly 
dor'd, did tacitly acknowledge Adoration thc Fcait 


Was pros 


ro be due only to the Deity : So does a c1.imed, 
Lover, by nating what he. worſhips, a 7917 
Divinity, racitly :confeſs the Deivy to be «5, the 
the proper Obje of that higheſt and pe- F79ums; 
culiar ſtrain of ' Worſhip Se 29s 
And this*Truth, Lindamor, the very © 

fickleneſs of Lovers concurs to teſtific : 5:7. 8. 
For -what Men- call, and think Incon- 

E 2 RN an- 
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ancy,#is hothing bur a 'chaſe* of 
Beffonies; wWhicls Phe Love fruitleſty fol- 
lows and ks. in Teveral Objets, be- 
cauſe he finds $r Hor erithe i ary One 3 
for} Greaturts have bur {mall and obſcure 
fragments of it, /whiehcagnot $##, nor.ſz- 
tisfic-an appetite, bern fer, and*'{ chough 
unwillingly). aſpiting unto God : who is 
proclaim'd the-true and. proper Obje of 
our Love, as well by Meas fickleneſsro 
Women, as the m_ conſtancy to Him, 
Juſt as .the- crembling reſtleſW& "of che 
Needle in any but the North Point-of the 
Compals progeeds from, and manifeſts its 
inclination to 'the Pb6le; its Paſſion for 
which, borh*#its Wavering and ics Reſt 
bear cqual wirneſs to. That unſaris- 
fy'dneſs "with tranfirory -Fruitions, - that 
Men deplore as the Unhappineſs / of 
their Narure,: is indeed the Priviledge of 
ir; as tis the Prerogative of -Mennot- ro 
care for, or 'be capable of being pleas'd 
with Whiſtles, Hobby+horles, and Tuch 
fond Toys. 'as. Children :doar "upon, and . 
make the ſole Objects of*rtheir Deſirgs 
and Joys. And by rhis you may, Lin- 
damor, in {ome degree;. imvgine the un- 
imaginable Suavity, that; the fixing of 
ones Love on God is able. to bleſs the 


Soul 
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- Soul with ; ſince, by ſo indulgent a Father, 


and” competent, a Judge as God himlelf, 

the decreed uncontentingneſs of all other 

s, is thought richly repaired by irs 

ing 'but an aptneſs to prove a Riſc to 
our Love's-ſerrling there. 


- And hitherto, my deareſt Lindamor, 1 5#: 9: 


have endeayour'd to recommend unto you 
Seraphick Love, by mentioning tome of its 
properties,. whicligem to relate more to 
the Love it (elf, than co the Divine Ob- 
ject of it. Bur I fear you'l think | have 
too long entertain'd you with conlidera- 
wn Ten beſides - ep are not al- 
the importanreſt that belong to 
the diſcourſe, 7 been, by haſte Ce- 
duc'd to Pen in the unaccurate Order, 
wherein they offer d cthemſ&lves ro my 
thoughts, not the Method wherein» [ 
ſhould have preſeated them to Yours. 


And therefore, Lindamor, * ſince thc 5,9, 16; 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives to the 
Love of God conſiſt in his own infinite 
Perfetions aad Prerogatives; and ſince 
the Properties of God's Love to us do 
advantage us much more, ( and conſe- 
quently are likelier to endear Devorion 
to us) than thole of ours to him: The 
former not only moving God to kin» # 
E 3 dle 
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dle ifÞus, biitts Cheriſh and Foment, and 
(if our owh Wilfic} exrin@tion __— 
not) to Crown tlie'{atter: For borh theſe 
Reaſons, 1 ſay, Lindamor, 1 doubrinor bur; 
you'll think it ſeafonable” for me-to pro» 
cced, to conſider that higher fort of Mo» 
tives to Devotion, and'to evince; that the 
ſeveral things which are wont moſt ro 
engage and heighten our- affeQtions, do, 
in a peculiar and 'tranſtendent manner, 
ſhine forth, and Conſtellate in God. 
Thar, you know, which enamour'd you 
of Flermione, 1 need not prove to you, to 
have been your ſuppoſing her full of 
Lovelinceſs and Excellencies in her felf; 
and you believing, that the Love The 
vouchſafed you was Grear, Free, Con- 
ſtanr, or Advantageous to you. And 
char all theſe properties do not only emij- - 
nently exiſt, bur illuſtriouſly concur in 
God, and his Love; I muſt now, Linda- 
»'or, (with ſtrong defires of -coing it pro» 
ferouſly) atrempr to manifeſt, 

Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 
God's duc, by the Excellency - and Pre- 
rogative of his Nature. Bur, truſt me, 
Lindamor, when neceſiitated by a Me- 
thod exaCted by the nature of this dif- 
couiſe (I find my ſelf engaged to ſay 
| : lome- 
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ſomething by. way of celebration of Ggd's 
Perfedtions:. I am very ſenſible, I can 
but detrat from what T defire to Praile, 
and muſt igevicably appear unable to 
ſpeak Worthily of a Theme, co which 
even Seraphins themlelyes cangot do Right. 
And if, as. the Scripgure aſſures us, thoſe 
things even; fell gor under the Senſes, nor 


entred the Thoughts of Men, which God ' 


has reſerv'd for that love him; how 
ineflable and incomprehenfible muſt thoſe 
things be which he has reſery'd for Him- 
ſelf ? The infigite Superiority of his Na- 
ture above all Created Beings, placing a 
vaſt diſparicy; þetwixe his.;greacelt com- 
municated + V ouchſafements ,. and his 
Boundleſs, and therefore to-Creatures In» 
communicable, Perfettions. 

Wonder not therefore, Lindamer, that 
my weak Eyes . dare not dwell long 
upon an Objet, which they cannor 
ſtedfaſtly gaze on .long without being 
 daz''d: And do not marvel, that I (cru» 
ple not to ule {caming Hyperboles in the 
mention of Perfeftions, which make the 
higheſt Hyperboles , bur ſceming ones: 
Both G Nature and-his Word de- 
claring him to be exalted above all Bleſ- 
fing and Praiſe. It it were ſcafonable, 
E 4 Lin- 
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Limgamoy,- to entefrain our ſelves but with 
thoſe 'Attribiites of God, which are Le- 
ible or- Cofilpicugus in- the Creation; 
Ve might rtheze diſcera the admirable 
Traces of fuch immenſe Powerz ſuch un. 
ſcarchable Wiſdom, and ſach exuberant 
Goodneſs, as may ſly raviſh us to-an 
Amazement-at theni, rather than a+ bare 
Admiratien .of them. And-I mult reeds 
acknowledge, Lindamor, that.when with 
bold Telc{copes | ſurvey the Old and New- 
ly Ciſcover'd" Stars and Planers that adorn 
the upper Region of the World ; and 
when with exceKent Microſcopes I diſcern 
in otherwiſe inviſible ObjeQs, the unimi- 
rabic Subtilty: of Nature's curious Work- 
manſhip ; and when, in a word, by the 
help of Anatomical Kniyes, and the 
light of Chimical Furnaces, I ſtudy the 
Book of Narure, - and conſult the Glob 
ſes of Ariſtotle, (Epicurus, Paracelſus , 
Harvey , Hilment, and other Icarn'd Ex- 
poſcors of that Inſtruftive Volume; I 
find my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd to ex- 
claim with che Plalmiſt, ow manifold 
are thy Works, O Lord? . in Wiſdom haſt 
thou mad: them all/ And wen 1 have 
been loſing .my ſelf in+ admiration of 
what I underſtand \ not, but enough 
[09 
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to admire, and not ro Comprehend 1 

am "often obliged to interrupt or break off 
uiries, by applying to the” Works 

of F's Creation the Expreſſion us'd b 


Se. Paul, of thoſe of his Providence, O the g,,,.. 


depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and 33- 
knowledge of God! how unſearchable are his 


* judements; and his ways untraceable! And 


Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
tentive Conſideration of any - other of 
God's Attributes deſervedly produce. 
But having elſewhere treated of this Sub- 
jeR in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, 
Lindamor, invite you to confider with me, 
how much you, and thoſe that are Conſci- 
ous to their having Virtue enough in them- 
ſelves, to make them prize it in others, are 
in love with Cite Scipio, and thoſe other 
Heroes, that did Ennoble, and almoſt Exceed 
Mankind, upon the bare knowledge of their 
Virtues; although” from them we derive 
no perſonal advantage, /their death havin 

numerous Ages preceded our Nativity. 

Since then we pay ſo much diſtintcreſt love 
to {ome few faint and ill-refin'd Virtues,rhat 
ne'r did profit us; how much on ſuch a 
Score, and afthat Rare, ſhould we love him, 
who (o poſſeſſes all PerfeRion, that each of 
his Perfctjons is Infigite? Were you and [ 
our 
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our pwn Creators, Lindamer, and wholly: 


nqengeg upon. God, withour cither 

Need er Hope to taſte his Bounty ; his 

native Excelleacies, and what he has done- 

for others, ſhould ſurely Raviſh us, and 

Enamour us of Him. Though his Benefits 

to us did not entitle him to our Love, his 
Eſſence (the Source and only Motive of 

thoſe Benefits) would give him-a right to! 

it; and though we-ow'd him nought for 

what we are; we yet ſhould owe him Love 

for what he is. He is that glorious Sun, 

from whom (as Beams) all Created Perfe- 

Qtions flow, and in whom they all concen- 

tre, To omix God's Sovercign Majeſty, 

(which 'places him fo, high, chat bur co 

' own for him ſo Familiar and Levelling an 

atteion 2s. Love, much” more to expe 

robe Revolv'd by Him, were nortthe leaſt 

lawcy Preſumption Man could be guilry 

of, did not his hisown Commands make ita 

.Dury,) Not. toinfiit on this, Liay, Let us a 

while conſider that proper and peculiar at- 

rration of Love, his Lovelinels; which 

4S ſuch, that did we but once Ke it, all 

Creature-competitions ( even we being 

Judges) would -then be as"4nipoſlible as 

43.6, 7, They are now junjult. +. In the Fifth Evan- 

 etliſs Prophetick Viſons, the Gagnon 

chem- 
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chemielves (thofe glorious: Ornaments ..of 
the Ceeleftial Hierarchy) arexepreſented as 
covering their Faces iti God's preſence,; iy 
ther bluſbing at their Comparative-D 
miry,. or unable to fuſtain the unqualifi'd 
ſplendor bf fo Divine brightneſs; whenee 
perhaps .it became of old the Jewiſh faſhion , 


. (as fome frequeiit expreſhons in their Wrie 


ters intimate) when they went to pray, ito 
veil their heads and faces; ) though now 
{ have in their: Synagogue ſen them only 
cover their head, not their faces,” with 
thoſe white Garments they wear ar their 
publick Devotions. ) Ang, Lizdamor, if 
Moſ's's face, by but. a few days converlg 
with God, ſuch-aLight as dazl]'d 
mortal Eyes; and if -his\ {\wift Poſts the 
Angels, -when ſent on Errands to us here 
on'Earth, even when thiey may be ſuppog'd 
(if I may ſoſpeak) ro wear their travelling 
Cloths, and ſtood as much to our Frail+ 
ry in the Form, as the Region, they. ap» 
pear to us-in, do, in {ſpite of that dark» 
ning Condeſcention, fo much Tranſcend 
all Objects here 'on Earth, thar the Scrip» 
ture 'often mentions, that even theſe that 
aſpir'd 'ro imitare their Virtues, were 
confounded -at their preſence : And- if, :jn 
this yeiling habic. they appear (o glorious 

that 
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Pal. 94.9, RIF, of whom the Scripture ſays,” He tha 


» ted the Eye, fhall he not ſee? Thar is, he that 


Prafiot hood, © | 
that their thus diſadvantaged is 
made the Complement and- Hy 


of that Quality ; whar may we; or rather, 
what may «we not conclude of God hin» 


plamed the Bar, ſhall he not hear > be that fork 


imparts a Faculcy, or an Excellence to the 
Creature; ſhall nor he himſelf- much more 
eminently poſſels it? and ih effect, the 
moſt unblemiſhed Created Beauties are but 
faint ſhadows, ( or trulier, Foils) of His, 
Thoſe” drops * of 'Pretrineſs, ſcatteringly 
| amongſt the Creatures, were dey 

ign'd to Defccate and'Exalt our Concep» 
tions, nor-to Thyeigle or Detain our Paſl> 
ons ; for, God did ne'er intend them to ter 
minate our Love,” but only by our Eyes to 
exalr our Fairh above them, and- by the 
Beaurics our fight can apprehend co raiſe us 
wa confidence; that there is in their Au- 
thermore than-we can cither. Sce or Come 


«King. 2-ptchend. Like ,Elijah's fiery Chariots, 


Gen, 24, 
O--F 5» 


though they be pure and bright, and conliſt 
of the nobleſt and gloriouteſt Materials, 
they axe meant by God bur to carry us up 
ro Him. And as the-Patriarchs Steward. was 
furniſh'd with ſo/ſumptuous an Fquipage 
£& court Rebecca, not for himſclf, bur for 


Seraphick Love. 
; fo all' the Loveline(s, imparted --40 
is lent ic, bur to give us-ſome 
ions of thatvaſt Co ny 
flucnce and. that -exuberates in 
j | To:make; the righreſt uſe of fa> 
Beauties, you mult conſider God 

and them,» you were wont to do your 
Miſtreſſes Pitture, and irs Chryſtal Cover: 
Where, though that native, Glaſs, were 
Fiite and Loyely, and very richly. .cdg'd, 
yer to gaze dltiar, was not the chickeſt du. 
fineſs of your ps, cr did yowih it teg» 
minate your *fighr , but. greehily Iogk 
through and beyond it, upon the adore 
Imige tha (olid-veil betraid. Methinks Sex 
raphick and .our-cotymon Lovers behold 
exterior Beautics with a difference rgſena- 
bling chat, wher&wich, Children and Aſtro» 
nomess. conſider Galiles's Optick Glaſſes, 
( with one of which Teleſcopors, that | re- 
member'1 ſaw at Flrezce, he merrily bogſt- 
ed thar he had, Zrovato la Corte a Giowe) 
which the onc prizes molt for what they 
@ppcar; the other gr what they diſcover, 
For- Children contenting themſelves to 
wonder at the length, and fall in love with 
the” Workmaniſhip and Gildings of the 
Tube, do thus but gaze upon them ; where- 
as Altronomers look through them, and 
{carce 
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more 
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ſcarce taking notice of the 'unuſual Orngy 
ments, or the ſhape, employ them on 
out-unknown Lights in the 
diſery in Heaven bri 
fore, and other 

Beauties. 


it! Noveſti 


"1 deny not, Lindemor, that God 
to *adorn- ſome of his. Creaturly 


with-Hints and Impreſſes, ag*well of hi 


Loyelincſs as his other Exagllencies z bit 


fealy.tefemble him, thin the counterfeit 
Sun' we Tee ſometimes in a Cloud emi 
lates the true one, by whoſe refrated and 
Reflected Beams, ſome accute modern Na+ 
wuraliſts ſuppoſe it ra/be produc'd, For tho! 
thisDcrivative Sun-ſhine with a not-incons 
fiderable Luſtre, Comparatively ro the reſt 
of the dark Cloud enobles ic,-yer is4rnor 
only-as much inferior to the true Sun'in 
Brightneſs, as in height ; bur icenjoys 
alone a Precarious, Dependent, and almoſt 
Momentary” Being, which often it loſes 
ina very ſhort time, and never attains r6 
preſerve a very long one. And therefore 
ro neglet that fupream Reſplendency 
that ſhines in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
ientations of it, that we ſo doat on'in the 
Creature; is. as prepoſterous _— 
: ur 
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they do much more faintly and impers 
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ner as it were for a Perſian eo offer 'his 
Sacrifice to a'Parhelion ( as the Greeks call 


fr deteos) ) inſtead of adoring the. Sun. 
—o_— Lindanor, our Din 


NT EELDt 0+ 3 King,6. 


-Hotſes and of Fire, *” 
'4 to diſcern erherwiſe in- 
; our raviſh'd »-Eygs- would 
4 enough in God, to make 

in the Language of 


= is his Beamy ! 'Agrecabte where- '7 
unto we may @bſerve, Thar as the Load» 
ſtone doth atcract moſt "powerfully che 

brighteſt Negdles, made of che pureſt Steel, 

choſe that moſt approach ir; ſo Angels 
who, of all Created Beings, enjoy the un- 
cloudedſt Light, and rhe melt clear Know- 
ledge of their Maker, do love him with a 
Conſtancy fo. fix'd, that in five thouſand 
and ſome odd Centurics of years, (cflux*d 
ſince the Creation) they could never-ſec 
any thing, either in God, or out of him, ca- 
pabie to {educe them ro a Change. God's 
Loyclineſs( which is ſuch, char the Eternal 
fruition of himſelf creates even his Felicity) 
is like rare Muſick, which th6 it do de- 
light all its partakers, the knowingſt Artiſts 
ſt1il 


gua 
Prophes, How great is hiy Goodneſs, and 7:c. g. 


Exod. 33. 


- viſh'd with the, Tranſports 


ave thence by an 
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ſtill do highlieſt value, 'and-are moſt ra- 
'd to the rage eo grges of the: 
Ineſs of-its admirers. The.Apoſtate 

indeed deſerted yo Ae m_—_ 


ſcry'd in God ue bar 
affeQarion x: pod und {aa Diſines 


w) a _—_—_ aſpiring to-P« 


ſeparation rome 
their Ou e and Puniſhment. od fhall in 
genuoully confeſs to you, or, that by 
the advantagequs Idea's entecrain'f of 
God's Perfections, I have been ſometimes 
inclia'd to think, that the reaſon why God 
tells Moſes, 7 how canſt not ſee my Face A r there 


ſhall no Man ſee me andiive, might be, that 


(as tranſcendent Objedts deſtroy the Senſe) 
{o lovely and glorious a fight (whoſe con- 
tinuance ſhall make our Happineſs in Hea- 
ven) would Ict in Joys, and: would creace 
Deſires, roo Mighty for frail}Morrtalicy to 
ſuſtain, Lhe raviſh'd Soul being ſhewn 
ſuch Game as that, would hare fo cager- 
ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Leathes 
chat tye her to the Bady, ( and thereby 


hinder her flight co- that wiſh'd Union ) 
and 
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and the glad Heart(roo-narrow a Recep- 
tacle for.\o much Joy ) roygaake room for 
ſuch Gueſts, would ſtrerch unto a Rupture, 
Longing,. or Joy, have ſometimes tingly 
'Y reach'd Degrees: that have made them F# 
| tal; And why thgg ſhould. their Union in 
ſuch-{Extremes be thought uncapable of 
producing thc like effe&t2iNor is it per- 
chance more a Pciviledge of the next Life, 
that we ſhall then ſee: God, than that. we 
ſhall ſurvive chat Gloriqus Sight; which is 
too dazling an ObjeRt for Mortal Eyes,till 
(to uſe St. Paul's Expreſſion) owr mortal ſhall 
ave, put on immortality, But 1 mult ng © ©5415 
longer loſe my ſelf in a Theme,on which it © 
is {o caſic to {peak Much, and fo impoſſible 
to ſay Enough. If Ibe not yery-much miſ- 
craken, they are ſo, who prefume to give us 
larisfatory Definitions of God's Nature; 
which we may perhaps more ſafely Define 
by rhe Impoſlibility of irs beingaccurarely 
Defined. And 1 mult confe(s, I-do the lealt 
expect the beſt Deſcription of the Divine 
Nature, from thole that are moſt forward 
to take upon them to Explicate it ; For our 
Words being but che Repreſentations of our 
Notions, and they being neceſſary Finite, as 
our Being ; few men arc (methinks) more 
Itkely to be miſtakenin the Nature of whats 
F Infinite, 


%- 
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Infinite, (and conſequently of God's Attrt- 
butes ) than thoſe thar think Deſcriptions 


ean comprize ir- Nor will an A 


uity 


and Conſtancy. of our ſpeculations herein 
Telieyc us,for too fix'd a Contemplation of 
Gods Eſſence does bugzthe more confound 
vs. 'As 1 remember, St. Paul tells che Fes, - 
that he coul# not ſze for the Glory of that Lieht, 


1 22.6. that ſhone from Heaven abour him at his 


Converſion. And this the famous Simonides 
experimentally - found, who being ask'd 
what God was;took adays time to conſider 
of ir; after, being call'd upon for his an- 
{wer, he deſir'd two days longer to think 
upon'it ; and when they were expir'd, de- 
. manded four days longer ; and fo continu'd 
a grear while, each rime Encreafing his de- 
mands for Reſpite; rill,being prelt to give 


an Account of ſuch a Dilatory way of pro» | 


cecding, he ingenuouſly aknowledg'd that 
the longer he conſider'd Gods Narure the 
tels he comprehended it. And indeed, Expe- 
rience teacheth us,thar they that gaze ſted- 
faſtlieſt on the noondays tun can leaſt of 
all diſcern whar ir is, being rather DazVd 
than Inſtrudted by ſo'confounding an Ob- 
ect Nor, is it only, Lindamor,a Task of too 
diſkculty for a meer man, perfeAly to Expli- 
cate that Incomprchenſtble Nature of God, 


Seraphick Lowe. 

t6 which nothing but his own Infinite Un- 
derſtanding can be adzquate: Bur, me- 
thiaks, even to©elebrate God's perfetions 
tannor be ſoberly attempted Wirhout a very 
deep ſenſe of a man's own agworthinels 
and incapacity For,che ſame Excellencics 

- that furniſh us with Pfaiſes, do tranſcend 
them. And the Typrfulncls of the Subje&t 
may #s well derer,as invite our Pens; ſince; 
as we are {ure we ſhal not want Theme, fo 
we are certain we cannot Dignific it. And 
for my part, Lindamor, though my Subject 
exacted of me the Praiſcs Ihave endeavour- 
e&d to aſtribe ro God, yer I ſhould have 
thougr it requiſite rather todeclinethe Laws 
of Mcthod,than be teduc'd to, Nerogate 
from what I would extol, if che necelliry 

, 'of derrafting from Gods perfeCtions were 
not equal co that of mentioning them; and 
if thar necelliry were not as Glorious ro 
God, as gteatet Praiſes than we are able 
to aſcribe him,could be. But, Lizdamor, ha- 
ving thus doneright to my Method,though 
tcould nottromy Theme, I ſhall only invite 
you ro imitate with methoſe Perſians, har 
adored the Sun, though the light he lea 
them ſerv'd but-to make rhe fource of 
it admired, and not to pry into his ab- 
truſs Eſſence with it. And though 1 mighe 
E-7 2 lay 
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ſays much more concetning God's Per- * 


feQtions, 1 muſt hencefagth think ſilence 
the propereſt Language I can now ;em 

ploy ; for 'tis, filence that beſt exprelles 
our Wonder: And-ſure,, Wonder js never. 


more ſcaſonable than whea God.'is the. 


Object ; A ptoſtrarg Veneration being the 


ſafelt apprehenſion of po that is incom- 


prehenſible, © þ e 
Having, thus conſidered, Lindamor, how 
fir an Obje& God is of our higheſt Love ; 
for what he is in himſelf; let us now 
proceed: to derive further proofs of the 
ſame Truth, from what he is co us, (that 
your . Gratitude may contend with your 
Reaſon, which. ſhall moſt heighten your 
Devotiog,) and we ſhall find in the 


Vaſltnels, " Freenels, Dil-intercſineſs, Cons, 


ſtancy, and Advantageouſnes of his Love 
to us, that more than all, the Loye we 
can pay him, were but a little pare of 
what we owe him. _ 14 

Bur for the firſt Attribute, we have aſ- 
ſign'd his Love, (the Greatheſs of it). it 
being a general Property, diftyſed through 
all the reſt, and conſpicuous in then, it 
requires now to be treated of 'aparr. 

We ſhall then proceed' to the freeneſs 
or unmcritedaels of God's loye; To be, 
licve 
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lieve which ſtrangely vaſt, we need but 


«conſider, that we $0 little "could at firſt 


deſerve his Love, that he lov'd us even 
before we*had a Being : and our Felici- 
ty in his degreesy preceded our cxiſtence 
ia this World. God lov'd your numerous 
ages before you were; and his Goodnels 
4s ſo entirely its own Motiye, that even 
your Creation (ſince when alone you can 

erend to merit his love) is the effect of 
it. This benefir alone were ſufficient to ren- 


*der God the Obje& of our Love, though 


we were that of his Averſion.. For (as the 
Perſians ador'd the Suneven wheriir [corch'd 
them) we eſtegm our ſelves obliged to lave 
and honour our Parents in ſpight of their 
being wicked and unkind, though they be 
bur God's inſtrument iggour Production, 
and made us what we. were born, not arbi- 
trarily, but in virtue of his Ordination. 
But God to confer on us,in the moſt excel- 
lent and endearing manner, the Bleſſing 
promi'sd -to his Anticnt People, when he 
vouchlafed ro aflure them, that he would 


76 


love them freely, was pleaſed to'love us not Ho!. 14.1 
only when we were not at all, bur when ,,... 


we were his Enemics, /f when we were Enc- 
mies((aith St. Paul) we were reconciled unto God 
by the death of' his Son, &c.Our Incxiſtence 

| F 3 indeed 
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indeed was a condition, wherein nothing 
in us was capable of being*a Morive of 


ration; as if his Love"were nothing unleſs 


Motives. This gave the Apoſtle a juſt cauſe 
to ſay, that Ged Commenatth his love towards 
Rem. 5.3. #5, in that while we were yet finners Chriſt died 
for ws: Thatis, when wg wanted all Mortives 
ro1nvite his Love, unleſs our very.want of 
rhem- ſhould paſs for one. . And how did 


pifrof the Son of his Love; For God ſo loved 

Prl. :.6. the World, ({ays the Divine Token of his 
'+® Love) that he gave bis ofily begaten Son. 
And how did that Son Love it? ZH (lays 

the Apoltle)being in the form of God, thought 

it no Robbery to bt equal with God; Lnt made 
himſelf of no reputation,and took upon him the 

form of a Servant, and was made in the like» 

neſs of men. And being found in faſhion 45 

ran, he humbled himſelf, ank became obedient 

wnto death, even the death of the Croſs. That 

is, That he would love at no leſs Rate 

than death; and from the ſuper-eminence 
height of Glory, ſtoop'd and abas'd him- 

ſelt ro the ſufferance of the extreameſt of 
Atigaities, and funk himſelf ro the bot» 

| * - tom 


God's Love; but our» enmity - procceded* 
further,and made us worthy of, his Derel-, 


it vanquiſh'd Obſtacles, as well as wanted 


God expreſs his Love unto us? even by the | 
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tom of Abjecedneſs, to exalr our condi- 
tion- to the-, contrary Extreme Ze was 16 51. ;. 
wounded: for our tranſereſſion, he was bruiſed 
for our ignite the gþaftiſ:ment_of* our peace 
Fas .upon him,and his 4h we are heales, 
lays the Prophet. Foy now the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt that though he was rich, *<**+- 
get for our ſakes he became poor that ye through 
his poverty might be mad: rich, {ays the, Apo- 
{ſtle; Men having diſpleaſed God, and con- 
ſcquently fosfeiced all Right and Natural 
Poſſibility ro Happineſs ; even whil'lt chey 
compleared the Forlorneſs of their condi- 
tion, by.che Lethargy of nor being ſenſible 
of it, and were as carlcls to- Scek means 
of Recovery, as they had been unable rg 
Deviſe them of themſelves : Even then, his 
reſtleſs Love, would never be at quiet, till 
it had fer his Omniſcicnce on work, ro 
contrive Expedients, and find out a way to 
reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re» 
conciling Sinners to Himſelf. And this 
metcifull Deſign, by ghe Incarnation of 
his Son, he proſecuted in a way-ſo Wor- 
thy of himſelf, and fo advantageous to 
us, that our juſt wonder at ir may keep 
us from having any,to find that; as St. Pc 
informs us, the very Angels (prompted, 
queſtionlels by a Religious Curiolity ) 
E 4 ardently 
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ardently acfire to look into thoſe Divine My. 
ſteries. 1 find it hotly diſputed amongſt 
Divines, (not. only betwixt the” Socinians 
and the Orthodox, rwixt Orthodox 
and Orthodox) wh or no God could 


without violatingthis Juſtice, have deviſed 


any other Courſe for«he Expiation of Sin, 
than the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt. Bur, 
Without venturing to Determine, whether 
or no God could ro Redeem vs, haye-tho- 
ſen any other way; We ma ſafely rhitk, 
that he haschoſen the moſt obliging and 


moſt Endearing way ; diſplaying in this ; 


Divine Manner of Reſcuing us, the fevereſt 
Juſtice, and the higheſt Mercy; the great- 
eſt Hatred of Sin, and the greateſt Love 
to Sinners : Since by thoſe uncqualFd and 
unvaluable Sufferings,to which he delivered 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 
him, thar he truly faid, 7 and the Father are 
one, He at 'once manifeſted both how 
much he hated Sin, which he fo _— 
puniſh'd in the Perſon he moſt Lov'd; 
(. though that Surery but adopted it, to 
frce Men from the Infupportable venge- 
ance of i) and how much he Lov'd Sin- 
ners, by giving up what he fo loy'd 
for a Ranſom of thoſe that were guilry of 
what he {o Hated. And therefore or Sa- 
Viour, 
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viour, though he did ſuch-great things to 
farisfie the unbelieving and. contumacious 
Jews 4 wo his being their promis'd Metab, 
would not decline ah ro convince them; 
And, though he Td nor ſeldom done fo 
much ro'make hinifelf the Objed of their 
Faith would not be invited from the Crols, 
though the Chief Prieſts and Scribes them- 
felves ſaid at his Crucifixion, Let him now 
come down from the Criſs, and we will be- 
lieve on him. And Chrift to convince mMat.23.7, 
the World of*their unableneſs tro emerge 
and recover out of that deep Abyſs, where- 
in the Load. of Sin (which in Scripture is 
called a weizht) had Precipitated Fall'n 
Man, came not into the World until well 
nigh 4ooo Years of Sickneſs had made the 
Diſeaſe deſperate, and the Cure almoſt 
Hopeleſs. So inveterate an obſtinacy at 
once widening the Diſtance berwixt God 
and Man and proclaiming the latcer's diſi- 
bility ro fig! by his own Wiſdom, Expedi- Mar.s.3:. 
ents of Re-union. Thus Chriſt heal'd and 
dipoſſeſs'd a Dumb perſon, who was able 
ro make entreaties but by the diſability of 
pronouncing them; 'and might truly fay ;. 
to the ſecure World, [ a» found of them 
that ſought me net. Arid when our Saviour 
was came into the wretched Worid, of 
5 all 


Heb. 12.1. 
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all che numerous Miracles recorded iq the 
Goſpel, he'ſcarce did any for his own pri- 
vate Relief And to ſhew, that as he endu- 
red. his Sorrows for gur ſakes, that by ks Y 1a 

1.53.5. ſtripes we might be he, (o were the Joys Þ jn 
heraſtedinrelaciontdus:We reatl not(which © 54 
is highly obſervable ) in the whole Goſpel, Y*+ dc 
that ever he rejoyc'd but once, and that was, FY+ to 
when his return'd Diſciples inform'd him, Y m 
that they victoriouſly chas'd Devils and, Di- FF ti 

Luk. 1o. feaſes out of oppreſſed Mortals, and\ that by Y 
his Authority Men had beeg difpoſſe(s'd of Y ,7 
both the Tempter and Puniſhment of Sin. Y a 
He conyers'd among his Contemporariecs Y di 
with Virtues, as well attcſting what he Þ fo 
was, as Prophecies .or Miracles could bi 
do; and to Teach Man, how much he & nc 
valu'd Hyn above thoſe: Creatures that A 
Man makes his Idpls, he often altered and Ly 
ſuſpended rhe Courle of Nature for Man's, .t/ 
Inſtruftion, or his Relief, and revers'd the I}  y« 
Laws eſtabliſh'd in the Univerle,to engage m 
Men to obey thoſe of God,* by doing FF or 


Maiz.zs. Miracles ſo numerous and great, that the ſu 
Jews Unbelicf may be almoſt counred One. [Cs 
Mz:.z 12, Yet were thoſe Wonders wrought for a Ge- A 
neration that aſcrib'd them to the Devil, by 
and retun'd them with ſo excmplifid an } ki 
gratitude, that *tis not the lcaſt of his n1 


Wonders 
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wonders, that he would vouchſafe to. work. 
any of thEm for ſuch blaſphemons wretch- 
cs: who were indeed, as ſome of the 
latter Jews have too truly ſtyPd themſelves, 
in relation ro theif Fathers, Chometz ben 
34:3in, Vinegar the Child of Wine, -a molt 
+ degenerare. Off-spring of Holy Progeni- 
+ rors. He ſuffer'd ſo much for them, char 
made him do {o, that he ſuffer'd the addi- 
* tion of Miſery of- being thought to ſuffer 


deſervedly 5; And be was ngmbred with the 1f.g3. 12: 


range ors. And though he liv'd as much 
a Miracle as any he did, Ft did his con- 
dition ſomerimes appear (o deſpicable and 
forlorn,that Men could not kaow his Deity 
bur by his Goodneſs, which was ſo infinite 
not to belong incommunicably ro God. 
And though 'twere once a ſaying of our 
Saviour, Greater Love Yath no man than this 


that « man lay down his life for he friends g 11513 


yet is not. what is ſaid of the love here 
mention'd, to be underitood indefinitely, 
. or generally conſidered, bur only of the 
ſingle as or cxpreſſions of a Man's love 
to his Friends compar'd betwixt themſelves, 
And to the alledg*d paſſage ſeems to mean 
but this, That among the ſingle Acts of 
kindnels to a Man's tricnds, there is not a- 
ny one more highly expreflive of a rcal 
| and 
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and ſincere Love, than. ro pare with ones | 


life for their lakes. This Text therefore 
would not be indefinitely apply'd co the 
AfﬀeQion of Love it (glf;as it it could not 


poſlibly be greater than is requiſite to niake Y 


a Man Cantent, or. willing to Die fof his 
Friends: for he that Sacrifices beſides his 
Life, his Eprtunc'alſo, his Children or his 
Reputation, does thereby Expreſs more 
Love to them,than he could 26 by 

with his Life only for them. And 
forward to die for thoſe that hate him, or, 


at leaſt, know him not, diſcloſes a more 


lentiful and exuberant ſtock of Love,than 
be that does the ſame kindneſs bur for, thoſe 
that Love him. And thus our Saviour 
would be underſtood,unleſs we would fay, 
that he Out-praQtizd what he taught; for 
he came to lay down his Life, even for his 


Enemies, and ( like the kind Balſam-tree,' 


whoſe Healing Wounds weep Sovereign 
Balm to cure thoſe that made hem he re+ 
fus'd not to die for thoſe that kill'd him 
* and ſhed his Blood for ſome of rhole that 
ſpilt it. And fo little was his injur'd Love 
to the ungrateful World, diſcourag'd or 
impair'd by the Savage Entertainment he 
mer With in it, that,after he had {uffter'd from 
wretched Men (for whole ſakes he left Hea- 
ven 
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' ven to become capable of ſuffering) ſuch 
barbarous Jadighiries as might have made 
bate puniſhmeats appear Mercy, and even 
cruelty. ir elf ſeem. no more Juſtice; 
| when,” 1 ſay, to hope for; ſo much as hig 
; Pardon were preſumption, he was pleas'd 
© to create Confidence of no-leſs. than his - 
- Love, a” Virrue, Nor think it, Zindamor, 
- inipertinent, to our preſenr Theme, - that I 
fk much on what Chriſt has done and 
ſuffer d for us, ſince both he himſelf in- 
forngs us,that 7? and his Father are one, And... ... 
ſome”of- rhe Texts already mention'd haye. 3». 
hr. us, that it was an effect of God's +.joi: 14 
love alſo to, the World;that ZZe gave his only Joh 3-16. 
begottew Soy to Redtems ws; and, That God Rows: 3. 
commenaeth his Lowe towards us in that While 
We ax Sinnet3 Chrift died for ma. Where 
fore I Thall withour'ſcruple proceed to.ob- 
ſerve to you, that ſo ſree js Chriſt's djleRti» 
ongliatihe grand condition of our Felicity 
is our Belief” that he is diſpoled to make ys 
happy ;: 0a terms not, oaly. {o honourable 
to him, but ſo advantageous ro us; that . 
I was about to ſay, 'that poſſibly Faith.ir 
ſelf. would ſcarce be exacted as requiſite ra 
our Happineſs, bur that the condition 
docs encreale the benefit, by vouchlating us 
bold and. carly aciticipations-of it: ws 
Fatth, 


F$E:1. Sepaphitk Live: 
Faith being as' the” Apoſtle terms it). the 

Hed. 11.1 [abſence of thing) hoped for, and evidence 
(or conviftion) -of thing! not [:en, waſts 

our joys to this fide of the Grave; bows 
Heaven down to us, fill our fteed Spirits 

. can ſoar up to. Heayen; and does us ſuch 

+ a ſervice,as the the JewiſhSpies did ro their 
Country-men, ' by bringing them 'over to 
Numb. 1. this {ide Fordan into the Wilderneſs, ſome 
7 of the pleaſaor and delicious Fruits of the 
Bleſt Land of Promiſe. 1 faid, Lindamor, 

that Faith was the'Grand Coydition requi- 

red in God's free Grant of 'Ecernal Life. 

Not that I would aſcribe any thingto a La- 

zy Speculative, and Barren Faith in oppoſt 

tion to that lively and aQive 6ne, which 

Gal. 5.2.6, 8 cal led by the Apoſtle, N dams egy 
Faith operating by Love ; ſince I am ipform- 

ed by St. James, that the Divorce of Faith 

Jam. 2.6, and Works is as deſtructive to Religion, 
as that of Soul and Body is to Life 3 But 

that I was willingto mind you,chat though 

Gen. 30, frac Faith ( which: cries like Rachet,Grive me 
. Children orvelſe, I dye) be ever the pregnant 
Mother of- good Works; yer are not thoſe 
Works the cauſe,butrthe EfteQs and Signs 

of God's firft Love to Men,(hdwever after- 

ward the Children may Nurfe their Pa« 
xefts,) As, though the Needlc%' point 


ing 
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ihg ar\the Poles be, by being an Effeft,an 
Argument of its having been Invigorated 
by the Loadſtone, or. recciyed Influence 
' from ſome other Magnetick Body ; yer is 
not thar Reſpe& unto rhe North the Caufe, 
but the Operation ofthe Irons being drawh 


by the atrraQtive Mineral. Thos art good and Pal. 11g. 
/t good, ſays the Plalmiſt ro his Maker.** 


The greatneſs of his goodnels is that which 
makes ir outs; nor doth He'do ys-pood, þ. 
becauſe that we are good, bur becaule He 
is liberally ſo; as the Sunſhines on Dung» 
hils, not our of any Inyication his Beams 
find there, but becauſe it is his Nature to 
be diffuſive of his Light. Yer with this dif- 
ference,that where as.the Sun's Bounty by 
being rather an adyantage to us than a Fa- 
vour,deſerves our Joy and not our Thanks, 
becauſe his Viſits are' made deſfignlefly, 
and without any particular intention of 
addrels (by ſuch a bare,Neceſlity of Na- 
ruce,as thar which mgkes Springs flow our 
into Streams, when their Beds are roo rat- 
row to contain the renewed water that 
doth inceſſantly ſwell the- exuberant Sout- 
ces; ) God on the contrary; for being ne- ' 
ceflarily ,kind, is not leſs freely or Ob- 
ligingly ſo, to You or Me; for, though 
fome- kind of Communicarivene(s be 
Eilcntial 
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Eſſential to his Goodneſs, yer bis Exten- 
ſion. of ic without himſelf,and his Vouch- 
ſafing ir to this or that particulas Perſon. 
ary, purely Arbitrary. To omit his Love 
to. .the.numbezleſs Ele Angels; the tri 
Relations berwixt the Perſons'of the Bleſſed 
Trinicy, ſupplying God with Internal Ob. 
js, whit imploy'd his Kindneſs before 
the, Creation, and Himſelf being able to 
allow.þis Goodneſs the Extent of Tnfinity 
for its Diffuſiog.. _ But ( having glanc'd at 


this only by the"by ) we may yer further: 


admiringly obſerve, That whereas Men u- 
fually give. freelieſt where they have nor 
given before, and make ir borh Motive 

d the ck © Pars pediatice from 

wing any .more, Thi ave giving ab 
—r p Gods bounty hath, a ver x rent 
Method ; for. he. # to giye, becauſe he 


hath given, and, that he' may give, Conlſo- 


nantly to which, when the revolting C43 
{tes had broken th Contents, will &s 
was briging-them tlit Tables of che LAY, 


and had thereby provok'd the Incenſed Gi- 


ver of it tothe thoughts of a ſudden Extir- 
pation of fo Ingratctul and. Rebellious a 


Pegpple; we may obſerve, That, 'whereas 


God,as unwulling to remember his former 
Goodneſs to them, ſpeaking to Moſes, talls 
them, 
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them, 7hy people which thou broughteſt out of the Exod. ;2 
Land } Have: Moſes,on AA ſide, to” 
en tothe new mercy of a Pardon, 
ents to God his former mercy tothem, 
and calls them God's people, which He browght Verſe 11. 
forth out of the Land of pt, with great 
power Ind with a mighty hand. And ſo con- 
icuous in the Son was this pr 

ty of the Merciful Facher, that when 

Lazarus's Siſters implored his Reſcue for 

their ION, the Motive they em- 

ploy, and which Proſper'd their addreſſes, 

was, Ld, behold, (not, he who loverh thee, 

but) be whom thou loveſt, is ſick. And as he 5.6. i:.;. 
takes the firſt inducements of his Bounty 

from Himſelf; (o do his former Favours 

both invite and give Rates to his ſuccee- 

ding Bleſſings. And there is reaſon for it: 

For his pure Love being all the Merit, by 

which Man can pretend to the Effects of 

his Bounty; ir is bur juſt, thar rhe Degree 

of his Love ſhould Proportion thoſe Fa- 
yours, which 'tis our only Title ro; and 

that God's Liberality ſhould as well afford 
Meaſures as Motives to it ſelf. 

Nor is God's love lels Dif-intereſs'd 5-2, 1,, 

than Free. His grand Deſign upon us is 

bur ro make us Inſtruments and Parr: kers 
of Hig Glory, and co bring us to cycrlaſt- 
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ing Happineſs, by a Way that'does as well 
elevate and dignifie our Nature, as the Cons+ 
dition reſery'd for us will. | His Method of 
ſaving us if but.compli'd with, docs here, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Fit us for the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints. in Light ; We being made 


2 Pet. 1.4: (a8 S. Peter {peaks)P artakers of the Divihe Na- 


twreghaving eſcaf d the c on that is in the 
IWerld thro Laſt. So that thoſe things, where- 
in the nobloſt of the Philoſophers plac'd 
their Felicity, ſerve bur roqualific and pre- 
pare Chriſtians for that Higher Bleſſedneſs 
thar is reſerv'd by. God for thoſe that love 


him; and cannot bur be heighteg'd and en- | 


dear'd by the Value, which Graces and Vir» 
cues had given men on Earth, forſuch a No» 
ble and Rational kind of Happineſs, as 1s 
apportion'd to them in Heaven. What ends 


. can he have upon us, whoſe Goodneſs 


and his Bleſſedneſs are both Infinice# He 
was unconceivably Happy (in his own 
Self ſufficiency) before the Creatures had 
a Being ; and ſure that Felicity that needed 

h norThemſelvesrto be 


— Quid enim immortalibus atque ſupreme, needs no- 
beat, Gratia mitra queat largirier 
Ermlumenti , 
cauſd gerere aggreaerautker ? Lucrer, 
ex Epic. 


thing that they can 
do. Nor was it his In- 
digencc that forced 
him tomaketheWorld,thereby ro make new 
Acqui- 


ut mſtrs quidquam 
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Acquiſitions, but his goodneſs thar preſs'd 

him to manifeſt, and to imparr his Glory; 

and rhe Goods which he ſo overflowingly 
abounds with. Witneſs his ſuſpenſion of the 
World's Creation, which certainly had had 
ancarlier Date, were the Deity capable of 
want, and the Creatures of Supplying it. 

St. Paal in his Epiſtle ro Timothy, 'f es God _ 
Mewe:&, which we Tranſlate, Thetleſſed Gag 5 5m. 
but may perhaps more properly be render'd 

the happy God: and elſewhere in the ſame 
Fpiſtle he truly calls him 7he ZZippy, as ! Tim. s, 
well as Only Potentate.” God ( ſays the A- * 
poltle) that made the world, and all things 432724. 
therein, ſeeing that He is Lord of Heavn * © 
and Earth, dmwellth not, &c. As thourh Fe 
needed any thing, ſeeing that Ht giveth to all 

Life, and Breath, and all things. And, in 
Him, we live, and move, and have our be- 

inz. And indeed ſo coherent in the mind 

of 2 mere Man, that docs 'but conſider 

and underſtand the Import of his own 
Notions, is the belief of God's Happincſs 

to that of his Being ; that I remember the 
Epicurean Lucretizzs himſelf, even in that 
impious paſſage, where he denies Divine 
Providence; and 'in a ſeeming, bur inju- 
rious Compliment, would, under the pre- 
rence of cafing * God of it, deprive Him 
G 2 of 
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of the government of the World ; does 
yet confeſs, that the Divine Nature muſt 
neceſſarily enjoy a Supreme and endleſs 
Tranquility adding, ( to bring this to our 
preſent purpolc) that "tis 


Privata dolore omni, privata perids; 
Ipſa ſuis pollens opibus, nibil indiga noſtri. 


Whereby he acknowledges, 


That from all griefs and dangers of 
them free'd, - 


Rich in it ſelf, it has of us no need. 


Or, if you will have him ſpeak of the God's 
in the Plural, like a Heathen Poer, that 


Far above griefs and dangers, thoſe bleſt 
owers, 
Rich in their Native Goods, need none of 
OUTS, 


A much Nobler Poet tells us, That the 
Pal. 24 1, Earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs theresf, * 
the World, and they that dwell therein, A+ 
greeably whereunto, that Great God that 
Prov, 26, Formed all things, ( as in our Tranſlation 
1. the Scripture calls him) ſays in one —_ 
Pſalms, 
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pſalms, If 7 were hungry, 1. would not tell thee, eral. 50. 
for th: World i mine, and the fulneſs thereof. ** 
wm gs all wiſhes of Remove, 

by making his Eſſence uncapable of excluſi- 

on ; for, Whither ſhould he deſire to tran» 
ſport himſelf that is every where, and can ' 

- Wiſh himſelf inno place where he is not al-- 
ready 2 his ſufficiency is (ach, thar he can 

ſee no Goods, but whar he gives or hath, (or 

| rather both beſtows and poilc(les) his plen- 

ty being ſo uncxhauſted a Spring of Goods 
thathis Liberaliry does leſs impoveriſh God, 

than the Sun's light does him; or imparted 
knowledge impairs the Teacher's Stock. 

And therefore, though Sr. Fames doth yery 
juſtly call God The Jather of Lights, who is jam. 17: 
the beſtower bf Every good and every per- 
fect Gift; yer the Friend of God, (as the jam. -. 
Scripture calls Abraham) and that Royal 
Prieſt, (whom the Writer to the Hebrews nev.7. pe: 
teaches us to have been fo illuſtrious a 
Type of Him, whom he calls. The High Heb. 3. 1. 
_y of our Profeſſuon) do both of them | 
in the ſame Chapter ſtile him, The Poſſeſ- Gs. 14, 
for of Fleaven and Earth. No, no, God nceds '*** 
not beg from, nor covet irf the Crearures 
ſhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he 

not only hath, bur is the ſource. Our 
greateſt ſervices to our Creator muſt bs 

| G 3 ro 
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to diſcharge our ſclves, not to advantage 
him, nor as thinking to add any thing to a 
Felicity which were not infinite, could ir 
admit encreaſe. Our higheſt Performances, 
rhough they be Dues, amount not unto Tri- 
butes,bur are rather like thoſe Pepper-corns 
of Rent which Free-holders pay, not with 
hope or with intent to enrich their Lands» 
lord, but to acknowledge, that they hold 
all from him. When we admire the Sun, 
our ſeeing of his Light doth not increale it, 
it makes it not greater, but only it makes it 
ours; and when we turn away, or ſhut our 
Eyes, that glorious Planet ſuffers no Ecliple, 
and is not at all darkned or impair'd, nop 
doth He thereby loſe fis light, bur We : 
The caline(s of the applicarforercquires,and 
excules its Omilſion, If thou fenneth, (lays 
El:hu in Jo5) what doſt thou againſt him? if 
thou be rightcous, what giveſt thin him?» or 
what receiveth he of thine hand: Thy wick- 
edn:ſs may hurt. a Man as thou art, and thy 
righteouſn:ſs may profit the Son of Man. In 
lect the wicked's ipite againſt God is bur. 
like a mad mans running his head againſt. 
the Wail,;that caves theWall unſhaken, bur 
daſhes: his own Brains out. God inhabits a 


Tim, 6, Felicity (as well as Light) inacceſſivle ta 


all inferior axrempts ; His Sovcrergn Tran» 
| quilljry 
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uillicy is ſo ſi _—_— plac'd,that 'tisabove 
e reach of all Diſquieting Impreſſions ; 
and, like the Stars, that fed not the Dil- 
eaſes their inauſpicious Influence produces, 
He doth not ar, 2 the torments he Inflits. 
God's Juſtice is not leſs Eſſential ro him 
than his Mercy ; Witneſs that (the numbers 
of the Saints and the Reprobate conſider'd) 
thouſands fall  Sacrifices to the (everer At» 
tribute, for one that proves Capable of rhe 
milder. He ſaid, He would get himſelf honour £99: + 
_ Pharoh and all his Eoit, when he de- * * 
'd their own ruine inthe Red Sea: And 
Mo es (aid, He bath triumphed gloriouſly in Exod. 15. 
efſeing it. And-in Ezekiel he ſays, Behold, © 
1 am againſt thee, O Sidon, and I will be gles x:4,..3. 
riff d 1 the midſt of th:e, and they ſhall know ** 
that I am the Lord, when I ſhall have executed 
my judaments in her, and ſhall be ſanttify'd 
in ber. Thus, whea a tlaſh of God's Indigs 
nation (kindled by that ffrange fire they 
preſum*d to offer before him) had blaſted 
the two prelumptuous Sons of Aaron, 
God is ſaid to havg been ſanfify'd in them 
that come nich him, and to have becs gloris 1ey.1s.;, 
Jy'd before all the people; fuch eminent and 
exemplary Inſtances of Severicy, mani» 
feſting him ro be fo Holy in his Laws, 
and ſo Concera'd for them, rhat evea the 
G 4 Mini- 
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Miniſters of his Altars 'ſhall not. violate 
chem with impunity, bur find Him (what 
the Writer to the Hebrews calls him) A con- 
fuming fire ; Who will be Glorifi'd before all 
his people, either by the Obedience of thoſe 
that approach him, or by their Deſtruction. 
So to Evidence, that God can derive Satis- 
faftion as well from the Exercile of pro- 
voked Juſtice, as from that of his provoked 
Mercy; the ſacred Orator uſes this remark- 
able Antanaclafis: And it ſhall come to paſs, 
that as the Lord rejoyced over you to do you good, 


and multiply you: ſo will the Lord rejoyce over: 


you to deſtroy you, and bring you to nought. 
Thus, th6 it be truly faid of God by.the 
Prophet Feremiah, that he doth 'not affiict wil- 
lingh, nor grieve the Children of Men: (And 
therefore the determined Conſumption of 
the whole Land, which our Bibles Engliſb, 
God's work: his. ſtrange work, other Tranſla- 
rors rcad, Opus alitenum fſuum) Yet when 
rhe {ins of incorrigible oftcenders are grown 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mer- 
cy intercedes no morego a avert or ſuſpend 
the- inflitions of his Juſtice; than how 
much he can ſatisfic himfelf in Deſtroying 
thoſe that wauld not be Preſerved, may be 
gheſs'd at by that formidable Expreſſion 
in Ezekiel; where, having forc-told whar 

| ” havock 
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havock the Sword, the Famine, and rhe 
Peſtilence ſhould make a the intra- 
fable and diſpers'd //aelites, he adds, (as 


2 kind of 'Exvizor ) Thus ſhall mine anger E:ck. 11. 


he accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fary 10 *- 
reſt upon them, and I will be comforted. The 
Howlings of the Damned as well ſound 
forth his Praiſes, as do the Hallelujahs ofthe 
Saints; they both doſing to him aneverla- 
ſting Canticle of Praiſe; only in this great 
Conſort of his whole intelligent Creation, 
the deſignleſly conſpiring Voices areas dif- 
fering as the Conditions of the reſpective 
Singers. Hell'sdarkneſs doth as well con- 
tribure ro God's Glory, as Heaven's Eternal 
Splendor : As ſhadows judiciouſly ' plac'd, 
do no leſs praiſe the Painter, than do the 
livelier and Liigheee Colours. And as when 
the Earth doth ſend black, nofſome, and (ul- 
phureous Exhalations up toward the Sky, 
alaſs, they reach not Heaven, nor diſcom- 
poſe the Spheres ; but all che Storms and 
Thunders they produce fall on that Globe 
they came from, and there do all rheir miſ> 
chief:So,the wicked may wrongGod indeed, 
yet do they really harm but themſelves by 
all rheir greateſt Sins, which trouble Him 
chiefly* bur becauſe they neceſſitate him to 
puniſh chem: for the Tranſgreſſions rhat : 
me 
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moſt Provoke God do him not the leaſt 
Harm, An impieus perion may ( as Elbs 
lately inform'q us) hurt a Man as himſelf is, 
not. that Supremely Bleſſed Deity ; the Re. 
falr of whoſe [nfinire PerfeCtions is areſem- 
bling Happineſs, which is as inſeparable 
from Him as-is Eſſence. Our Offences may 
derogate from his Acceſſional: Glory, not 
from his Eſfencial Felicity ; or rather, the 

moſt deſperate Sinners by their 
Crimes, can but.change the Attribute they 
ſhould bring Honour ro,and but oppoſe the 
Glorifying of his Goodncls to occaſion the 
Glorifying of his. Juſtice ; fince he will be in- 
fallibly -Glorify'd ſoon or late, either by 
Meas Actions, os-their Sufferings3 by their 
Practice of Duties, or Puniſhment for Sin. 
Thus you ſec how little God is beholdento 
you for your decliging Hell: Noe will the 
ſcore be very much increas'd by your Ad- 
dreſſes and Atrempts for Heaven. Can « Mas 
(fays Eliphas) be profitable unto God, as he that 
s wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf 2 Is it any 
pleaſure to the Alamnighty that thou art righteous? 
ors it cain unto him that thou makeſt thy ways 
pri fett 2 Congruouſly to which fence the 
Imjſt ſays, ' My Goodneſs extendeth not to 
Thee; The fire that we kindic on God's 
Alrars, hears and calightcns us, but warms 
not 


not Heaven at ſo diſtant a remove, aor-is 

wanted in the Sun's Relidence, We have 

all-rhe Redolence of the Perfumes and 'In« 

cenſe we burn upon his Altars, the Smoak 

doth vaniſh e're it can reach the Sky, and 

whilſt *cis undiſpers'd, but Clouds, and bue 

ob(curesit.. Alaſs, our beſt performances are 

as uſcle(s Servicesto God as theHeir's bring» 

ing Wax to his departing Father, is ro him, 

which adds not any thing tothe Rich-Man's 

Store, and is by him defir'd and accepted, 

only to Seal away a Forrune to his Son. The 

therefore jr be true, that God is pleas'd with 

our performances, yet is that Welcome he 

vouchlafcy to give them, ſo far from ena- 

bling us by them to require bis Love; char it 

increaſes the unrepuitedneſg of ic z ſince he . 

is delighted, with them as they afford him 

juſt riſes -$9- reward them- How- far from 

Mercenary is then God's Bouaty ! ſince he 

accepts our acknowledgments of his for- 

mer-Bleflings, (chiefly) to make them op- 

portunities of confcrring- freſh ones ; as 

goad . old {ſac defir'd his Son's Veniſon, cw. 4. 

that from the reliſhing of that ſavory Meat 

he might cake an oppartanity to Bleſs hims = ' 
And the better to diſcover how diſin» 

terels'd God's Favours:are, let us further. 

copſider, how luurle they are RIO i 

or 
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for we can give him nothing but his own, 
(nor, Heaven knows, all that neirher;) and 
both the Will and Power to ſerve him are 
His, upon ſo juſt and many ſcores, that we 
are unable to Retribute,unleſs we do reſtore; 
and all the Durles we can pay our Maker, 
are leſs properly Requitals than Reſticuti- 
ons- When David and his Officers had 
ofter'd towards the StruQture of that Mag- 
aificent Temple, which they ſeem'd ambi- 
tious to make a Manſion inferior to Hea- 
ven only; The King himſelf gave Three 
thouſand Talents of Gold, and ſeven of 
refin'd Silver, and the heads of the People, 
Five thouſand Talents (beſides Ten thou- 
ſand Drachms) of Gold, Ten thouſand Ta- 
lents of Silver, Eighteen thouſand of Braſs, 
and ann Hundred thouſand of Iron, a Trea- 
fure, of which I ſcarce remember to have 
read the like in any Hiſtory) beſides a num- 
ber of all manner of precious ſtones, capable 
of impoveriſhing the very Indies : they per- 
fum'd this noble and unequalld Offering 
witha ſolemn Confeſſion, which perhaps in 
God's eſteem was much more precious than 


z Chron. it: Thine O Lord, ((ays the Royal Propher in 


&9. 11,1 


' the name of all) i the greatneſs, andthe power, 


and the glory, and the vittory, and the ma» 


jeſty;- for all that is in Heaven and Earth « 


thine, 


'1 
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thine, Thine i the Kingdom, O Lord, and 
thaw art exalted as head above all. Both Ri- 
ches and Honour come of thee, and thew reign 
over all. And inthine hand is power and might, 
and in aro) it - to make great, and to 

we ſtre wito all, Now, therefore, our 
501 go, thee, and praiſe eg ebed 
Name. But who am 1, and what is my , 
that we fhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 
this Jort 2 for all things come of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee, For we are ſtran- 
gers before thee, and ſojourners, as were all owr Fa- 
thers. Our days on Earth are 's 4 ſhadow, and 
there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all thu ftore 
that we have prepared to build thee an Houſe for 
thy Holy Name, cometh of thine hand, aud is 


all thine own, Who, ( ys the Apoſtle) in a q,,, .. 
Queſtion that imports its own Negative) 35. 35 


bath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recom- 
pens'd to him again? For of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things. Nay, even our 
Love ir ſelf (that poor Man's Surety and 
Exchequer, that doth pay all his Debts 
by ſupplying him with the prerogative 
to Coin his deſires and wiſhes of an ar- 
bitrary value) is here unable ro diſcharge 


'|- our Debts, our Love being too much the 


efle, ro be capable of being the recom- 
pence of God's. And ſurely, che Divine 
| Amorilt 


9g. 


1 Joh. 4 
IO, 


t Joh. 4. 
W. 
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Amoriſt had cauſe toſay, that herein j; 
the love, not that we loved God, but that he ls 
ved ws. And as the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere 
ſpeaks,we love him,becauſe he firſt loved vs. 1f,in 
effe@, we look upon the unworthy conteſt, 
berwixt God's Mercies, and moſt Mens In 
gratitude, and bur refle upon the ſmall r& 
curn of Love that the greateſt disburſements 
of His do uſually bring home; we cannot 
but acknowledge, (as David in the lately 
mention'd Scripture did) that our loving 
God for his Favour, isone of the greateſt Fa» 
yours that we ſove him for. Sounrequirable 
is God's Love, and (o inſolvent are we, that 
that Love vaſtly improves the benefit, by 
which alone we might have pretended to 
ſome abiliry of Retribution. And fo unli- 
mited js this imporence of ours to recom- 
pence or repay God's dileCtion, that ir ex- 
rends to, and fetters our very wiſhes. For 
Godenjoysan aitluenceof Felicity,ſo perfe&t 
and entire, thar even our wiſhes can aim 
at nothing for him worthy of him, un- 
le(s inſtructed by what he already aQu- 
ally poſſeſſes; and the Senſe of this fame 
very Impotence, to ſome of the greareſt 
proficients in Seraphick Love, appears not 
the leaſt uncaſie property of it. It grieves 
us {enſibly, ro {ee our felycs reduc'd to be 
only 


— 
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only Paſſive, and the Receivers in this 
Commerce. We would fain contribute ſome» 
thing, and cannot always refrain from de« 
yoting our: Wiſhes to cncreaſe his Happi- 
nels, ro whom we owe all ours. And ſome 
boly Perſons (particularly St. Asſtin) have, 
by.the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 
Devotion, been tranſported to make Wiſhes, 
and uſe Expreſſions, wherein their affeQi- 
ons had a greater ſhare than their Reaſon, 
and which argued them much better ro ap- 
prehend, How much God deſery'd of them, 
than How little he needed them. Bur, ups 
on ſecond Thoughts, we ſhall find, thatrhe 
Cauſe of our Grief ought to turn it into 
our Joy, ſince the Deſires we would frame, 
aiming at God's being infinitely happy, are 
all Fulfilled before they are conccived, and 
that in the moſt Advantageous and No- 
bleſt way : For, could God's happineſs ad- 
mit Acceſſion by our accompliſh'd Wiſhes, 
there were then a poſlibility of his Wanting 
lomething to render ir Compleat. And 
ſure, *tis a more Supreme Felicity to be by 
Nature tran{cendently above All encreate 
of Bleſiednels, than to reccive the Greateſt 
that Men can Wiſh. 


To proceed now to the Conſtancy of g:2 is. 


God's Loye: We cannot entertain of God 
any 


Seraphick Love. 
any Apprehenſions, not alcogether Unwor- 
thy of him, and criminally lajacious to him, 
without believing, That to think thar he 
can be inconſtanc, is as great a Crime as 
*rwere a Miſery to find him ſo. His Love 
is like his Eſſence, immutably Eternal, 
reacbiag from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, it 
preceded the Nativity of Time, and will 
ſurvive its utmoſt Period, and Obſcquies. 

Joh. 1. 13. having loved his own which were in the world, 
he loved them unto the end. ſays the Evange- 
liſt : And when ao” Fames had told us, That 

Jam. 1. 17, Every good gift and every perfett gift i from 
_ acl cad _ pot $a of 

Lights, he adds, (to compleat our Conſola- 
tion) with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſha- 
dow of turning. * Of his own Will begat he us of 
the word of truth. And, in Effet, ſince God 
takes the Motives of his Love to us, from 
Himſelf, notfrom Us, the Unchangeableneſs 
his Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that of 
his Charity, and our Happineſs in it. For 
I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye Sons 
' of Jacob are. not conſumed, (ays God by the 
laſt of his Prophets: And in Feremiah he 
tells his people, 7 have lov'd thee with an 
everlaſting love. And what God once ſaid 
to the generous {guab, I will never leave 
toiR- 1-5: thee nor forſake thee, is by the Writer to 
the 
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the Hebrews apply'd toBelievers in general : Heb.13.s. 
for the gifts andcalling of Ged ((aysthe ſame , 


Author elſewhere) - are without repentance. =». 
N6t do thoſe Croſles that ſeem due to his 
Angerdeſtroy the lImmurability ofhisLove, 
ſince even that Anger is an EffeQ of ir, 
go_ from a Fatherly Impartience of 
ecing a Sport unwip'd off in the Face he 
loves tho well to (ce a Blemiſhin it; and 
from hjs Deſire to ſee his Child an ObjeR 
fic for a larger Meaſure of his kindneſs : As 
when we bear the Dult our of a Suir we 
fancy, welſtrike not out of Anger,,but only 
to remove that which doth Sully it, and 
hinder us to take that Delight in it, which 
our fondnefs would be pleaſed with a juſt 


Cauſe to find. As many as I love, I rebuke x, ., 


and chaſten, ( fays our Saviour. ) And, / 


know, O Lord, (fays the Plalmiſt) that thy epi 1's, 


Tudements are rizht, and that thou in faith- 7” 
falnels haſt afflifed me. The Furnace of 
Aﬀflition being meant but ro Refine us 
from our Earthly droſſineſs, and Soften us 
for the Impreſſion of God's own Stampand 
Image. The great and merciful Architect 
of his Chutch, (whom not only the Phi- 
loſophers have ſtyl'd, bur the Scriprure ic 


employs not on us the Hammer and the '* 
H Chizct, 
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Chizel, with an integt ro Wound or Man- 
gle us, but only. to Square and Faſhion 
our hard and {ſtubborn Hearts into ſuch 


5- living Stones, as may both Grace and 


Strengthen his heavenly StruCture, Nor is 
God only thus Conſtant to his Love, but to 
his Loveclincls. , Our Female Beaurics arc 
uſually as fickle in their Faces as their 
Minds,and more certainly in theForyer ; be- 
cauſe, though Caſualties ſhould ſpare them, 
Aze brings in a neceſſity of a Change, nay, 
a Decay 3 leaving our Doaters 'upon Red 
and W hite incelſantly perplex'd, by the in- 
certainty Both of rhe Continuance of their 
Miltreſs's Kindneſs, and of the Laſting of: 
her Beauty,(both which are neceſſary to the 
Amoriſt's Joys and Quict: ) for, ſometimes, 
when the Miſtrels's humour doth not 
change ſo much, as to prove guiky of the 
faulr of Inconſtancy, her Face alcers cnough 
ro make her Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no 
Faulr;. or, that ſhe had commirted it, that 
her Fickleneſs might afford them the Ex- 
cuſe of Imitation or Revenge: Burt, in De- 
yotion, We are cqually ſecure from both 
theſe Dangers; Since God doth nor deſiſt. 
from bleſſing us with His Love, nor ceaſes 
ever from deſerving the Heighth of Ours. 
Nor is he only conltant inmaking ustcheOb- 
jects 
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jets of his Love, bur alſo in bending and 
enclining us ro make him rhe object of our 
ſtrongelt AﬀeCtions ; ſothat henot only per- 
ſiſts in continuing to us both the offer and 
the value of his Love, bur perſevercs to give 
us a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it to 
us, and refle it up to Him. The want of 
ſuch a diſpoſition loſt Adam Paradiſe, and 
the falPn Angels Heaven 3 there beihg to 
the obje, that mult ſecure our Love, ſucly 
' a Nature requiſite in reference to our affes 
Rtions, as Philoſophers are picas'd ro aſcribe 
to the World's Centre in relation to heavy 
Bodies ; which, they reach us, that Mag- 
netick Point has the double Faculty, not 
only ro draw thither, but to keep there. 
For ſo Untoward and Croſs-grain'd are 
We, in point of our own Good, and lo un- 
firro procure, and rcady to delerr, our 
own Felicity, that neither its Excellency 
is a ſufficient Motive to carry our addrel(- 
les to it, or its pollctſion a competens 
rye to intercept in us all deſigns of Revolts 
and Divorces: bur we muſt be uſed as 
pecviſh Children are, who, (onthe one ſide) 
when their Mouths ar: out of taſte, and 
they rcfuſe ro rake whar is neccllary for 
chem, mpit have it not only oftcr'd chem, 
bur torc'd upon them, and' be [as it were) 
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made to receive it; and who on the other 
fide) mult be reſtrain'd from Gadding, when 
the beauty of the Manſions they live in can- 
not invite their ſtay ; but they would glad- 
ly leave the proudeſt Palaces ArchiteQure 
can boaſt, to run into the ſtreet and dabble 
in the Kennel. All thele rhree properrics 
of Divine Conſtancy are not ill ſhadow'd in 
the operations of the Load-ſtone, (a Mine- 
ral, in which I have made too many Expe- 
riments not to be by you allow'd tro make 
ſome compariſons to it: ) For, firſt, itnever 
forſakes its Inclinations for the Steel : next, 
being united to it, it retains ſo conſtantly 
its artraCtive Qualities, that it gives not 
the Needle any Motive of deſerting it; 
and Thirdly, it doth never rightly rouch 
the amorous Steel without leaving an Im- 
preſſion, which ever after diſpoſes ir to a 
Converſion to that Magnetick Poſture, 
which beſt fits it to receive freſh Influen» 
ces. To which let me add this other Re- 
{cmblance, berwixt God's Work on Us, 
and the Load-1tones on the Iron, that the 
kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, not to 
advantage it ſelf by that Union, bur to 
impart its Virtue to what it draws. Be- 
ſides, Abſence and Rivals, thoſe frequent 
Ruiners of other Lovers happineſs, can 
threaten 
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threaten nothing of formidable to yours. 
For, abfence (which ſo divorces us from 
that which animartes us. that Lovers do not 
ſo improperly ſtile it Death, if Death be 
but the Separation of Soul and Body) by 
God's Ubiquity we are ſecured from; He 
is ever preſent with us, orrather in us. You 
that nor-long ſince ſo highly valu'd the op- 
I of converſing with your Miſtrils 

r ſome few. moments, {hall here fifid your 
priviledges improv'd to a permiſſion, nay, 
an Invitation, of entertaining rhe Object 
of your Love at all times: No hour renders 
your viſits unſcaſonable, nor no length 
tedious: He is rather welcom'ſt to God 
that comes to him ofteneſt, add ſtays with 
him longeſt, What Favours were vouch- 
faf'd to that ancient Prophetels, (who was 
likewiſe one of the firſt -Evangeliits) who 
for many years departed not from the Tem- 
ple, but ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers —a—_ 
night and day, the beginning of St. Luke's 
Goſpel may inform you: The midnight 1.5. 
Elymns of Paul and Silas did not only +5, *c- 
not diſturb or offend him they prais'd, bur 
procur'd the viſit of an Angel to bring 
chem miraculous and uncxpected liberty, 
as a proof of the acceptableneſ(s of their 
{ceming unſcalonable Devotions. When 
H 3 Enach 


100 Seraphick Love, 
Gen. 5.22 Enoch had walked with God as many years as 
#424 rheycarhas days,God was (o farfrom being 

importun'd or tir'd by that laſting aſlidui- | 
ry, that vouchſafing him an unexampled 
exemption from death, he was pleas'd by a 
new and nearer Cut to Heaveg, to admit 
him to a yer cloſer, more immediate, and -F 
more undiſtratted Communion with.himſelf. 

And when Meſ:s had ſpent no leſs than 

Exod. 34. forty day?, and - nights in canverling (if 

3 I may ule (o familiar a Term) with Godin 
the Mount, he brought down thence, in» 
ſtcad of a Penance for his importunity,ſo ſig- 
nal and radiant a Teſtimony of God's pe» 
culiar Favour,that hisdazled Country-men 
were as much diſabled, as invited, to gaze 
on an objet of ſo much wonder. And 
then, how -proud do we ſec many Lovers 
of their ſufferings, when ſhe but knows of ' 
them for whom they are endur'd? But in 
Seraphick Love, there-is not the leaſt good 
wiſh, or priyateſt ſuftering, nay,.. not a 
whilpering Sigh, orcloler Thought, that 
ſilently Groans or Alpires in the Amos» 
rous Soul, but he both fſces and hears, 

P41. 56. that puts his Servants t2ars into his Bottle, 
Sweerning and Recompencing the greateſt 
misfortunes that his Love occaſions, with 
ſuch ſupport and joys,.as hinder us to feel 

then, 
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them, and make them deſerve a contfary : 
name. Each amorous Soul may ſay to God 
with David, Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting, and *%. 139. 
my uprifing, thou underft andeft my thoughts afar © * 
off, thou compaſſeſ1 my path, and my lying down, 
and art acquainted with all my ways. And 
Chriſt alſo himſelf has fo attentive an Eye 
upon the amorous Soul, that he is held 
forth in the Apocalypſe, as telling the Ruler 
of the Church of Smyrna, 1 know thy works, rer.z.3,5; 
and tribulation, and pov:rty; And ſaying to 
the Anget of the Church of Perzamws, [know 
thy works, and where thou dweleſt, even where vern2,13- 
Satan's ſeat is, and thou holdeſt faſt my name, 
and haſt not denied my faith, even in thoſe days 
mhere!n Antipas was my faithful Martyr, who 
was ſlain among you, where Satan dwelizth. So 
that noendearing Circumſtanceof our Love 
{capes unoblerv'd by Him, who has Done 
and Suffer'd ſo much to engage us to it. 

God remembers not our Endcavours to 

ſerve Him the leſs, for Our having forgor- 

ten them. When ſaw we thee any way at- 1 
ſtreſſed, and relieved thee 2 will be the Quelti. 37.&c: 
on of thoſe to whom Heiven ir (elt will 

be ar the laſt Day 'awarded, as having 
Miniſtred to their Redeemer. Thole, tha 

in Degenerate times, ſuch as ours, Linda- 

mor, did, like Let in Sodom, mourn for 

HH 4 Thcir 
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Their Sins, that mourned not for their 
Own, and condol'd among themſelves rhe 
ſpreading Wickedneſs of the times they 
livd in; though probably the Dangers 
threatned them by the very Sinfulneſs they 
deplor'd, made them affect ſuch Privacies 
in their Conferences, as freed them from 
the thoughts of being Over-hcard ; yer the 
Scripture informs us (and 'tis a Comforta- 
ble as well as Memorable Paſlage) that 

Mal.3 16: ;he Lord hearkened and heard it, and a Book of 

7, . | 

| remembrance was written before him, for them 
that feared the Lord, and that thous ht upon his 

Name, Then ſhall he return, and diſcern betwixt 

the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
ſcrveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. I 

Rev. 2. 9. know, (aySChriſt, (not only to the Angel of 
5% Smyrna, but to each true Sufferer for him) 
thy works, and tribulation, and poverty; Fear 

none of th:ſe things that thou ſhalt lefler Be 

thou faithful unto Death, and I will give thee 

a Crown of Life. God is often plcas'd to ac- 

cept thole good Thoughts and Intentions 

of his Servants, which never arrive at actu-» 

al Performances, thouzh David built not 

the Temple he delign'd, yer his Son, that 

did ir, informs us, that God ſaid unto him, 

Chron. Forafmuch as it was in thine heart to build an 

— touſe for my Name, Thou didſt will in that 

it 


» 
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it was in thine heart, &c. And 'tis the Epi- 
therour Saviour givesGod, Towr Father which 
ſeeth in | urs &c. Nor need we fear our 
Rivals ſhould ſupplant us, fince we can 
have none jn Devotion, whole Prayer and 
endceayour is it not, thatGod would love us 
more. For his Love to you being (as the 
chiefeſt merit) the ſtrongeſt Morive and Ti- 
tle ynto theirs, they cannot but wiſh him 
well whom God doth love fo; and cannot 
with him better, than by imploring for him 
freſh Additions, both of thar Love of God, 
and gratcful diſpoſitions ro return ir. Our 


103 


M it. 6. s. 


Saviour aſſures us, that there is Foy in the pre- Luk.15-7. 
ſence ef the Angels of God over one Sinner that re- © 


pexteth. And the fole Hymn (except a Viſt Lyz2. ix, 


onary one) I find recorded of the Celeſtial '+ 


Quire, was ſung for a Bleſſing ro Mankind, 
wherein (for ought 1 know) their Love and 


Sympathy alone concern'd them : For unto tt. g.6. 


#s (Men) the Child is born, and unto us the 


Son is given. Who took not upon him the nature Heba. 16. 


of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham. So Noble 
and 1o diſinterels'd doth Divine Love 
make Ours, that there is nothing, beſides 
the Objet of that Love, that we love 
more than our Concurrents in it, per- 
chance out of a Gratitude to thcir afliſting 
us, to pay a Dcvr (of Love and Prailc) 
(is for 
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for which (alaſs!) we find our ſingle ſelves 
bur too Inſolvent. 

Perhaps I need not mind you, Lindamer, 
thar divers paſſages of the fore-going Dif- 
courſe, ſuppoſe the Truth of their Doctrine, 
who alcribe- to God, in relation to every 
Man, an Eternal, Unchangeable and Incon- 
ditionate Decree of EleCtion, or Reprobari- 
on. Yet concerning the Controverſies be- 
twixt the Calviniſts and the Remonſtrants a- 
bour Pradeſtination, andthe coherent Do- 
Qrines, it were improper to give you here 
my ſence. Thoſe that are truly Pious of ci: 
ther Party, are, perhaps,otherwiſe ſook*d on 
by God than by one anorther,as contending, 
which of God's Artribures ſhould be moſt I i! 
re{pefted ; the one ſeeming to affirm irreſpe+ 
ive Decrees, to magnifie his Goodnels ; 
and the other to deny them, bur to ſecure 
the credit of* his Juſtice. And even in 
Honouring the ſame Attribute, his Good- 
neſs, theſe Adverſarics {eem Rivals, the one 
party {uppoſing it beſt celebrated by belie- 
ving it ſo irreſiſtible, that ro whom ſocver 
tis intended, he cannor but be happy ; and] © 
th'other thinking it molt extoll'd by be-£ n 
ing believ'd ſo Univerſal, chatir will make | #1 
every Man happy, if he pleaſes : The one I} *! 
Party elefting ro Honour Frec-grace, by N * 
a{ligning 
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aſſigning it (as tro Men) an unlimiredly vaſt 
extent; as the other does, by aſcribing it.an 
infallibly victorious degree. Bur though my 
haſte, and the nature of my Theme make 
me decline the Controverſies about Prade- 
ſtination, yer ſince the Dotrine chat main- 
tains it, 1s not only by almoſt all the reſt 
of Mankind, but by the reſt of the Proieſtanr 
Churches themſelves, (the Lutherans, and 
divers Learn'd Divines of the Church of 
Enzland).not only rejeted, but deteſted as 
little leſs than Blaſphemous, (as indeed they 
that judge it an error, cannot but be rempt- 
edto think it a dangerous one, and of ve- 
ry pernicious conſequence, fo far forth as 
its Sequels are permitted to have influence 
on Mens Practice) I think it nor amils to 


Advertiſe you, that the Doctrine of Pr:xde- 


ſtination is not neceſlary ro juſtify rhe 
Freenels and the Greatneſs of God's Love. 
For ſo con{picuons and refulgent a Truth 
is that of God's being the Aurhor of | an's 
Felicity, that the diſpute berwixt the Cabs 
viniſls and Arminians is not fo much con- 
cerning the Thing, as concerning the man- 
ner of its being proficr'd ; rhe former af- 
firming Grace to be irreſiſtibly preſented ; 
the latter, though they deny it ro be ir- 
rejectable, yer granting, not only thar it is 
| | altoge» 
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altogether free and undeſery'd, bur alſo, 
that the proffer is made both with a Pow- 
erenabling thoſe ro whom 'tis tender'd, to 
accept it, and with ſuch engaging invita- 
tions, that man art his Firſt Converſion need 
contribure nothing to his Felicity, bur the 
not-wilfully refuſing it, and may more pro- 
perly be {aid ro owe it unto God, than the 
Beggar to owe his Alms to his Reliever, 
though he open his hand toreceive it, which 
he might have declin'd ro do, if he would, 
have wilfully courted his own prejudice. 
Chriſt paid a Ranſom to Redeem us, "tis true, 

z Pet.2.1. and he is therefore call'd The Lordthat bought 
«: but it was God's free Goodneſs, both to 
provide us Thar Chriſt, and to accept of 
That Ranſom, neither of which he was ob- 
lig'd to do, and therefore the Scripture a-1 
(cribes ir not to the Juſtice, bur to the Love 

Joh. 3. 16. Of God to the World, that He ſent his only be- 
gotten Son to redeem it : and S. Paul in the ſame 

Rom. 3, Text tells us both, that We are juſtify d, 

wm Popter mi wr gaheu freely by his Grace, and yet 

that it iS, 0 ris Smau[panias through the Re- 
demption, ( purchasd for a Ranſom; 
the Original Word Engliſh'd Redemprion, 
relating to rhe price paid for rhe Redeem- 
ing of Caprtives) that &« in Feſus Chriſt. 
*Tis confeſt on ail hands, that Mierir my 
| c 
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be diſclaim'd, and thoſe that ſeem to ex- 
& ſomerhing from God as a due, ac- 
Cowiadan that if his promiſe did nor, 
cheir actions could not make it ſo ; and that 
'tis to his Mercy they owe the Right they 
have to confide in his Juſtice. S. Pa#l, who 
having fought the good Fight, finiſh'd his courſe, 
and kept the Faith, expetted a Crown of Righ- 
trouſneſs from the Lord, under the Notion 
of the Righteous Fudge ; yet tells us, that 
by Grace we are ſaved, through faith, andthat 
not of our ſelves, it i the if of God. Whole 


107 


2 Tim. 4. 
V. 7, vs. 


Eph. 2. $. 


Promiſes now they are made us, allow us - 


indeed to expeRt Heaven from his Juſtice; 
but the making us thoſe great and precious pro- 
miſes, (as St. Peter juſtly ſtiles chem) muſt 
be acknowledged the pure ctteCt of his free 
and undeſcrwed Goodneſs ; which to believe In- 
finite, we need but conſider the difpro- 
portion berwixt ſuch a Recompence as E- 
ternal Glory, and the leait imperfe@ per. 
formances of ours; which though they 
needed not pardon, could not at leaſt 
challenge any reward from him, who 
as our Creator, has ſuch a Right co exact 
of us what ſervices he plealcs, without 
propoſing us any Recompence, that our 
exacteſt obedience to all his Commands, 
would yer leaye us to confels our felves 
unprofitable 
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wnprofit able ſervants who have don? but what 


it was our Duty todo ; and what if we had | 


not done, we had given God, who had 
the Power, the Right, and Provocation tg 
puniſh us. And indeed, ſo conſciousare men 
generally (if not naturally) to their be- 
ing beholding to God for their Felicity, 
that even thoſe that miſtake or oppoſe his 
way-of doing them good, will yer be ſure 
to find out ſome Notion or other, under 
which they may conceive themſelves God's 
Debtors for- his Bleſſings. Thar rhe more 
ſober {ort of Romiſh Catholicks themſelvey, 
aſcribe not ſo'much to Merit, (properly ſ0 
call'd) nor.ſo lictle to God's Grace, as the 
more Quarrelſome Writers of their Party 
had given the more eager -Diſputants of 
ours occaſion to reproach them; were per- 
haps no difficult task to manifeſt, if my 
haſte would give me leave. That the Armi- 
nians own the freene(s and unmeritedneſs of 
God's Grace, the Remormtrance * Confeſli- 
on and Apology are very careful ro fartisfic 
5- the World. And even the Socinians, ( how 
proſperouſly I derermin not) are not a lit- 
tle, 'or uninduſtriouſly follicirous ro free 
their erroneous Doctrine of Juſtificarion 
trom the objeRted guilr of irs tendency ro 
draw the Imbraccrs of it to Sacrifice to 

| their 
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their onn Nets, and thank themſclves for tw. i.:5 


- their Felicity, which brings into my mind 


a paſſage that I lately read in one of the 
chief modern Upholders _ of that Sect, 
Schlichtingizs ; who is wont,in my opinion, 
where his Subject will bear it, to diſcourſe 
as Fairly and as Rationally as almoſt any 
Writer that I have met with of his Perſua- 
ſion 3 and who labours to reconcile Socinus 
his Doctrine with the Freenels of God's 
Grace, by Conſiderations, which, not-to 
Injure him, I ſhall preſent you with in his: 
own words.— 4d retundenaam vero (\ays 
he, diſputing againſt che Learned Meiſner) 
arrogantiam juſt ificatorum, + ne dicant ſe me= 
raiſe Gratiam, non eſt neceſſe, ſeruum in homsi- 
ne arbitrium inducere; non devet-witius tolli ut 
tollatur arrozantia. Suficit, n. (Ruod necaelle 
nec perſicere poſſint, niſu Deus & voluutatem 
excitet & Vires augeat, 2. (god ea, que divi- pig. y7; 
ns adjuti viritus faciunt, nulio modo dignitati 
& pretio divine gratis reſpondent, ſed in- 
finito intervallo ab ea abſint. Nay, though 
the Modern and Degengrate. Jews. be, up- 
on the Score of bcing the grgat Patrons of 
Man's Free will, not cauſkefly eſteem'd the 
great Oppugners of. God's Free grace ; 
yer both from their Famous Rabbi, and 
my Learned Acquaintance, M-naſſeh . Be 
Iſreal 
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Iſrael, and from divers others of their moſt 
eminent Writers, has the truth ſometimes 
extorted Confeſhons, which, though made 
upon Erroneous grounds were not very far 
ſhort of Orthodox. To which purpoſeI re- 
member, that a Jewiſh Profeſſor of Hebrew, 
(who aſſiſted me in my Studies of that 
myſterious Tongue) being, as rhe reſt of his 
Nation, an eager and peremptory Cham- 
pion of Free will, conceiv'd, thar even that 
Liberty, which co us ſeems leaſt to Indebr 
men to their Creator, did tran{cendently 
Oblige him unto God. For, one Day that 


we were privately and freely diſcourſing 


rogerher of matters of Religion, he told me, 
he thought Men ow'd more to God's Good- 
neſs, than the very angels do. For, ſaid he, 
whereas God, without any good Work of 
theits, but purcily out of his Goodneſs, 
conferr'd on themthar bleſt Condttion they 
enjoy; by giving Man a Free-will, by the 
good Uſe of which he may Gloritte his 
v:aker ; when, by abuſing it, tis in his 
power to Diſhenour him, he allows Man 
thar higheſt SatisfaQtion and Priviledg2, 
of Co-operating to his own Felicity. 

And now, Lindamor, we arc arrived at 
the laſt Property, which qualifies God, 
the firreſt Objet for our Loye, which s, 
the 
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the Advantageouſneſs of his to us both in the 
preſent and the future Life. And Firſt,even 
in this World we owe God no leſs than 
all the Goods we poſſeſs. We owe him both 
what we, have, and that we are: For we 


tt 


may ſaytruly of God with the Pſalmiſt,Z p,,;... 
i he that hath made us, and uot we our ſelves. <r 3. 


And we were not only in his hands, fo like 


Clay in the Potter's, that he might have made 17. c,.2 


us any thing; but we were ſo purely 
that- Negative, from whence we were ex- 
trated, that He (if he had plcaſecd ) for 
ever might have left us to our firlt nothing. 
His Love is the firſt Original and Foun- 
tain-bleſſing ; all the reſt arc bur as Pipes 
( and Inſtruments ) to conyey, and ſerve 
but to hand it to us. Your Wit wins 
you applauſe, Your Induſtry hcaps you 
up Treaſures; be it granted. Burt who 
gave you that Wir? and did both Give 
and Proſper that boaſted Induſtry > Cer- 
tainly, God as much gives all the 
Goods we polleſs, as he that gives a 
Begger a thouſand pounds, gives him the 
Cloaths, and Meat, and all the bravery 
it helps him to. Bur beſides theſe more 
obvious Preſents of God's Bounty, we 
enjoy other eflets of his Goodneſs , 
which, thowgh by the Cuſtomarinels of 

their 
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their being poſſeſſed, they prove leſs Con- 
ſpicuous than other, yet grow no leſs 
priz'd, when the want or loſs of them 
make us ſenſible of the true yalue of them. 
Had I the leiſure, Lindamer, to-lead your 
thoughts with me ro the Galhies, and 
ſhew you there thoſe wretched Caprives, 
that are chain'd to the Oars- they tug at, 
and though expos'd ro all the Milcries 
and Hardihips of a tempeſtuous Sea, have 
ofcentimes cauſe given them, by their bar- 
barous uſage aſhore, ro fear the Ocean 
leſs than any Port, fave'Death. Could 1 
draw from you the Curtains of fick and 
dying Men, and open to you that ſad 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh away 
by diſtempers, that deprive them of all 
Joyes, Advantages, and (what is more con- 
fiderable) Uſes of Life, before-they caſe 
them of Life it ſelf ; Others Breath rather 
than live, perpetually tormented cither 
with their Dileaſes or Phyſick ro pro» 
tract a wretched life, upon terms that 
rurn it into a trouble : And others ſtrugling 
with the rude pangs of death, are yet 
perchance leſs tormented by them, than 
by the fad proſpect of their former life 
and the remembrance cf thoſe criminal 
pleaſures, which yet it perhaps tfs troubles 
them 
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them that they muſt now forego, than that th:y 
once enjoy d them. Should I, Lindamer, britffs 
you into Hoſpitals, and ſhew you there 
the various ſhapes of Humane Miſery, and 
how many Souls, narrowly lodg'd, (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) in Synecdochical Bodies, 
ſee their earthen Cottages moulder away 
ro Duſt ; thole miſerable perſons by the 
loſs of one limb after another, ſurviving 
but part of themſelves, and living to ſce 
rhemſelves dead and buried by piece-meal 
Should I, to diſpatch, Lindamoer,. ſhew you 
all the ſeveral Companics of Mourners, 
that almoſt make up Mankind, and dit- 
cloſe to you how copious ſhowers of Tears 
do almoſt every where water (not to {ay 
overflow ) this vale of Miſcrics; you 
would perchance ſce cauſe to think, that 
God's privative (if I may fo ſpeak ) may 
contend with his poſitive Favours; and 
that you owe lirtle leſs for what you are 
not, than for what you are, to that dit- 
criminating Mercy of his, ro which a- 
fone you owe your exemption from Mi- 
ſeries, as great as the Bleſſing it con» 


fers on you: For, Who maketh thee toc... 


differ 2 is a queſtion that may be as well 
askt in reterence to our External, as 
to our Spiritual condition Which i» 

I z Vites 
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vites me to mind you, Lindamor, that you 
ate yet more cngag'd to God's love for 
protecting you from thole groſs Vices thar 
disfigure moſt Mens minds, than from 
thoſe leſs dangerous, though more reſent- 
cd diſeaſes that diſtemper rheir bodies. 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Awvarice, Revenge, and 
even that vain Converſation Which young 
Genrtlmen are generally pleas'd to think 1o 
innocent, arc really more formidable and 
pernicious Diſeaſes and Calamities, than 
thoſe that reduce men to take Phyſick, or 
thruſt them into Hoſpitals. Toevince the 
crutch of which Paradox, | hope I ſhall not 
nced/to.mind you of judging of the danger- 
ouſneſs of Diſeaſes by the Noblenets of 
that part afteed, ſince I can tell you, thar 
he that cannot err, ſeems daily to juſtifie 
our Aſlcrtion, by inflicting ficknels and 
the ſharpeſt ourward Calamities on his 
own deareſt Children, to preferve them 
from the contagion of Sin, or cure them 
of the unfilial Habitudes of ir. And 
therefore, ſince, when we fee a tender 
Mother apply a painfull Cauſtick to the 
ncck of her Favourite-Infant, threatned 
by the Appolexy, we ſcruple not to 
conclude, that ſthe thinks the rrouble of 
an Hlue, an Evil inferior to the Convul- 
ſion 
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ſion Fit, So when we ſce our Heavenly 
Father ſend Infirmities and Croſles to re- 
ſcue thoſe he loves, from the Contagion or 
Dominion of Sin; we may ſafely conclude 
he thinks affliction a leſs evil than Guilr, 
ſince he is roo Wile and Indulgent a Phy- 
ſitian ro Cure with a Remedy worſe than 
the Diſcafe. In the cighth of Dexteronomy, 
there is a caution given the ſraclites, leſt 
Proſperity ( which is wont to be a kind of 
Lethe, that Makes Men forget all bur 
their Enjoyments) ſhould make any - of 


them ſay in his Heart, My-power, and the »,,.. . 
might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth. *7- ** 


But (faith my Text) they ſhall remember 
the Lord their God: for he it is that giveth 
them Power *to get wealth. It is nor the 
revolting /ſraelites only, of whoſe Igno- 
rance of his Bounty God may com- 
plain, as he did by the Propher, by 


' whom he ſaid, 7 taught Ephraim to go, vi; 1; -: 


taking th:m by their Arms, but they kuew 
not that I healed them: And there are 
but roo many of whom he mighr fay, 
as he did by the ſame Propher ; For ſbe dia 


not know that 7 cave her Corn, and Wine, > ? 


and O1i!, and multiply d her Silver and her 
Gold, mhich they prepar'd for Baal- There- 
fore will / return and take away my Cer: 
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in the time oe and my Wine in the ſeaſon 
thereof, and will recover my Wooll and my 
Flax given to cover her nakedneſs. And this 
will make way for the Deſign IT had to 
recommend the heir of God's 
Love by ſaying, Thar as for Spiritual 
Goods, he gives us in this Life ſo rich an 
carnelt of expefted Joys, that even the 
carneſt is a ſtock large enough to ſubſiſt 
with Comfort on, and really out-vaiues 
and tranſcends all thoſe momentary plea» 
ſures, ir requires us to forlake, ro keep 
up a Title ro Eternal Ones. But to par- 
ticularize God's Mercies to us in this ve- 
ry life, would certainly rake up a conſt 
dcrable part of ir, And yer the Love God 
bears us dies not with us,-nor doth ( as 
Mens Afﬀetions ) cither endure a Funeral 
in our Tombs, or ſurvive only in a uſcleſs 
orief, (or an eſtcem as bootleſs.) No, 


God's love is fo far from rcſembling the 
uſual ſorr of Friends, who, when they have 


accompanicd us to the Grave, do there 


-k.16. Jeave us; that, like the Angels that carried 


Lazarus's Seal to Atraham's boſom, its Oſh- 
ciouſncls begins then molt to appear, 
when our dark Eycs are clos'd, and is 
then trucſt to the beloved Soul, when 
ihz forſakes the Body ; given each Ble{- 
fc. 
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ſed Saint caule to ſay of iGod, what Nao- Rut.:.: 


»#i did of Boaz, that He hath not left off his 
kindneſs to the living, and to the dead. Now, 


indeed (ſays our Saviour's Favorite ) are i joh. ;.1 


we the Sons of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we ſhall be : But we know, when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall: be like him. This 
Bleſt expeRance muſt be now my Theme, 
becauſe the narrow Limirs, which my 
Deſign hath plac'd to this Diſcourſe (of 
the Advantages accruing . from God's 
Love) will leave no more room untaken 
up by Heaven. 


Bur, Lindamor, before I procecd to ſer ,,z.,,. 


forth ro you the Greatneſs of the Felicity 
relerv'd for us in Heaven, it will, I fear, 
be requiſite ro mind you of the lawfulnels 
of having an eye to it. For many,nor un- 
deſcrvedly, applauded Preachers, have of 
late been pleas'd to reach the People,rhatro 
hope for Heaven is a Mercenary,Legal,and 
therefore unfiiial Aﬀection. Indeed, ro 
hope for Heaven as Wages for Work per- 
form'd,or by way of Merit, in the proper 
and ſtrick Acceptation of that rerm, were 
a preſumption, to which none of the Di- 
Vines, we diſſent from, can be too much 
an Enemy, nor perhaps more ſo than I 
am, But co rake in God's Bleſſing among 
I 4 rhe 
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the Motives of Loving God, is, but to 
do as he did, who ſaid, 7 love the Lord 

Po. 116.1, becauſe he hath heard my woire aud my ſuppli- 
| cations; and to look upon the joysof Hea- 
ven,to comfort and ſupport us in the hard- 
ſhips and loſſes ro be undergone in our 
journcy thitherward is, to imitate no worle 
a Man than Moſes, of whom it is faid, that 
Heb.26, he eſteemed the reproach of Chriit greater 


riches than the Treaſures in Agypt ; for bt. 


had reſpett, or turned his Eye, («riþ17+ ) 
unto the recompence of the 'reward. It is 
indeed, Lindamor, a happy Frame of 
Mind, to be able to love God purely for 
himſelf, without any Glance at our own 
Advantages. But though I dare not de- 
ny, that it is poſſible to attain to ſo high 
and diſintere(s'd a kind of Love,yet I think 
that thar-Exccllency,{uppos'd tobe vouch- 
faf'd ro ſome Men, is not by-the Scrip- 
ture cxacted as a Duty from all Men. 
Were all the Recompence of Picty of a 
werldly Nature, and to be here receiy'd, 
the Actions invited to, by the Intuition of 
it, might pals for Mercenary. But when 
Heaven is chiefly hoped for, as it will 
adftiir us unto the fruition of God him- 
{c}f in Chrilt. and that the other Joys 
c:.pected there, are fo .far from being 
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of a ſenſual or a wordly Nature, that 
they are known not to be artainable, till * 
by. death, the Genſes and Bodies thems 
ſelves, and all the merely-animal Facuk 
ties be aboliſh'd, for a Heaven fo conſt- 
der'd, I ſay, to forego readily all the ple- 
ſures of- the Senſes, and undergo cheerfully 
all che hardſhips and dangers that arc wont 
to attend a+Holy Life,. is, Lindamor (luch 
a kind of Mercinarineſs, as none, but a 
Reſigned; Noble, and Believing Soul, is 
likely to be guilty of. If I ſhould fay that 
fear it (elf, and even the fear of Hell,may 
be,one juſtifiable Motive of Mens aQions, 
though 1 ſhould propoſe, what thole I am 
reaſoning with, would think. a Paradox; 
yet I ſhould perhaps, hold forth therein no 


more than the Scripture does, Let ws theres tieb.4.r; 


fore fear, ({ays the Writer to the Hebrews) 
leſt a promiſe being left us of extring into hts 
reſt, any of you ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 
no leſs eminent an Herald of the Goſpel 
than St. Paul, who ſucceſsfully maintain'd 
the Evangelical againit the Legal Spirit, 


thus profelſeth of himſelf. 7 keep wander | cy. ,, 


my body, and bring it "unto ſubjeftion, left *7- 
by avy means, when 1 hawe Preach'd to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be a cait-a-way. 
And 'twas nor to Slayes or Hirelings, 
that 
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Luk. 2. 
<4, 5+ 


x Pet. 4, 


2 Tim. r; 


that Chriſt direts this admonition, 7 ſay 
wnto you, my Friends, Be net afraid of them 
that kill the Body, and after that have 
yo more that they can do: But I will fore- 
warn you whom you ſhall fear, fear him, which 
after he hath kill*d, hath power to caſt into 
Hell ; Tea, I ſay unto you, ( a gemination, 
which the preſent controverſic ſhews not 


'to have been cauſcle(s) fear him. Where 


the Paraphraſe given of God, is not 
barely delcriptive bur ratiocinative ( to 
borrow thoſe. terms of. the Schools) in 
warning us not only whom we ſhould, 
and ſhould not fear, but why we ſhould 
fear the one and not the other. As when 
St. Paul ſays, I know whom I have truſted, 
he means what manner of perſon, how 
faithful ( as St. Peter elſewhere calls God ) 
and how omnipotent : whence immediately 
he adds, And I am perſuaded that he is able 
to keep that mhich I have committed unto him 
againſt that day. More Texts of the ſame 
Import might be added, if the Deſign of 
thoſe already alledg'd were other, than 
to Facilitate the admiſſion of the more 
plauſible Truth we have been making our, 
and which to us ſeems very clearly held 
forth in thoſe and the like Scriptures, 
which arc rhercfore cited out of the 

New 
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New Teſtament, that they might have the 
greater Authority with one fort of our An- 
cagoniſts. 7 preſs toward the mark of the prize 
of the high calling of God in Chriſt Feſus. 
Bleſſed aye they that do his Commandments, Rev22.14 
that they may have right to the Tree of Life, 
and may enter in through the Gates into the 
City. Lying up in ſtore for themſelves a good i Tim. 6, 
foundation againſt time to come, that they '* 
may lay held of eternal Life. Tothem, who by 
patient continuing in well-doing, ſeek for 
( Unrin: ) Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 
Eternal Life. And of Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 
Love to God is queſtionleſs Filial and 
Unequalable, 'tis faid, Looking wnta Jeſus Rom-2.17 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who, ke 
for the Foy that was ſet before him, endu- 
red the Creſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and ss 
ſet down ' at the right hand of the Throne 
of God, Nor fee 1 why it ſhould be Un- 
filial for a Child of God to further the 
Raiſing of thoſe Paſſions, which his hea» 
venly Fathers intends to have rais'd in 
him, upon the ſame Grounds and Mo- 
tives that God is pleas'd ro employ to 
excite them. And fince the Scripture 
{ceems plainly to invite our hopes, by re- 
cording St. Panl's having ſaid, Every Mar t cor. 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery « teraperate *** 

in 
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Mar 5.12. 


Rev. 2, 


Seraphick Love. 

in all things; now they ao it to obtain 4 corrup- 
tible Crown, but we ati incorruptible. And by 
repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, as ſay- 
ing in one place, Rejoyce, and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your” Reward in Heaven; In 
another, Be thou faithful unto Death, and [ 
will give thee a Crown of Life. And in di- 
vers others ſpeaking to the like purpolc; 
Since, I ſay, the Scripture ſeems thus 40 
allure our hopes, would it not be a kind 
of accuſing ir of an aptnels to delude and 
eninare us, to reach, .that it propoſeth to 
us the powerfulleſt objets to incite our 
paſſions, if it be ſinful to cheriſh and har- 
bor the paſſions naturally belonging to 
thoſe objects? and certainly,  Linaamor, 
ſince God, who, as our Creator, knows 
the Frame and . Conſtitution of Man's 
Soul, incomparably better than *he him- 
ſelf, is pleas'd to deal with our Hopes and 
our Fears, to engaze us to his Service : 
It very ill becomes us, either to quarrel 
with his Methods of working on our 
Spirits, or to rejet any help which he 
has been pleas'd to afford a Piety, which 
for ought ever I could obferyc, does 
even in the beſt Men find reſiſtance 
enough to keep any help that can be em- 
ployed to promote it from being ſuper- 

{tirious, 
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ſtituous. And truly,the animating or diſ- 
couraging influence, that Hope, or the want 
of it,is wont to have upon our endeavours, 
makes me very apprehenſive, that fince che 
enlivening hopes of Heaven are nor able 
to make moſt mens endeavours, other than 
very Languid, the forbidding thoſe ſuppor- 
ting hopes would ſoon weaken and decreaſe 
our endeayours into none at all. 
Bur, Lindamor, though 1 may 


123 


have taken ſome pains in ſtudying Con» © ** 


rroverſial Divinity, yet I cake fo lirrle 
pleaſure in writing of it, that though 
not wy ſcaſonable Duty to eruth, bur 
a neceſſary one to the enſuing part of 
this Diſcourſe, have prefied me to'ſerve 
in this Cauſe; yet I ſhall perhaps obtain 
your pardon {ooner than my own, for 
having .thus long ſuſpended the diſcour- 
ſing to you of the Advantagerouſnes of 
God's love to us, as it gives us here & 
Right, and will hereafter give us admiſii- 
on, to Heaven; Heaven! the bright Sear of 
ſo much happinels, that we ſhall fcarce- 
ly count amongſt our Joys, that Heaven 
is the ſeat of them. There the Excel- 
lency of the poſſeſied Goods ſhall as 
much diſappoint our expectations, as in 
other fruitions the emprineſs is wont to 

gay, 


1 Cor.'2-9 yot ſeen, not 
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do. The _ tells us, that Eye hath 

ar heard, neither have entred 
into the heart of Man, the things which Gad 
hath prepared, for them that love him. Such 
pure refin'd Delights not only ſtoop not 
unto Senſe, bur are ſublime enough even 
to. tranſcend imagination, When Fancy 
hath form'd and ſhap'd the perfecteſt Ideas, 
that its abſtrations can make, of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs; our own more happy experiences 
of greater, muſt diſabuſe us, when we 
come to Heaven; which is a foil,, whoſe 
fruicfulneſs is ſo confin'd ro Joy, that even 
our diſappointments and miſtakes ſhall 
there contribute to our happineſs; which 
will To much partake of his immenſity, 
whoſe Gift it is that you fee the Apoſtle 
gives it a Negative deſcription: and to 
create in us apprehenſions underogato- 
ry from what we ſhall poſſeſs, not only 
removes our thoughts from all we do en- 
joy, but exalrs them above all that we 
can fancy. At which way of proceeds» 
ing, that you may the leſs wonder, Lin- 
damor, be pleaſed to conſider, that in 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall not only be 
gratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptable 
objets, and conſequently our Capaci- 


tics of Happinels, as well encreas'd as 
fMI'd 
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filld. A- Child not yer releas'd our of 
the homely priſon of the Womb, cannot 
there poſſibly frame Ideas of thoſe de- 
lights, which will be afforded him by the 
pleaſing noiſes, and the glittering objes 


12% 


that will preſent rhemſelyes to him after - 


his Birth. And the ſame Child whilſt he 
continues in his Nonage, trhough*he ma 

with delights look upon Emblems finely 
drawn and painted, and may take ſome 
pleaſure in beholding the neat and ſurpri- 
Zing CharaQters and Flouriſhes of a Greek. 


and Hebrew Bible curiouſly Printed; yer. 


he cannot then immagine the pleaſure the 
ſame objedts will afford him, when Age 
and ſtudy ſhall have ripened and in- 
ſtructed his Inrellecuals, and made him 
capable both of underſtanding and reliſh» 
ing the excellent Moralities, couch'd in 
thoſe ingenious Emblems, and the pro- 
found and ſaving Myſterics, wherewith 
that Divine Book, the Scripture, (eſpects 
ally in ics original Tongues) does to an 
Intelligent and Religious Peruſer, appear 
repleniſh'd: Such a double advantage, 
Lindamor, among others, the Admiſlion 
into Heaven brings thole, co whom that 
Blefing is vouchtaf'd : For, befides that 
let of ObjeRs- (if 1 may (o ſpeak) to 


new 
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new and.ſo particular to Heaverthat their 
Ideas . could never , enter into Men's 
thoughts before their - admiſſion . there ; 
beſides this, I ſay, our then enlarg'd ca- 
ities will enable us, even in objes 

| which were not altogether unknown to us 
before, to perceive things formerly undil- 
cern'd, derive- thence þoth new and 
greater {atisfactions and delights. Wonder 
not, Lindamor, that in mentioning the 
joys of Heaven, I uſe the expreſſions I find 
lels detratory from a Theme, as much 
above our Praiſes, as the Hcaven they are 
enjoy'd in is abovg our Heads. For, 
though ſuch expreſſions may ſeem ſome- 
whag Tumid and Aſpiring, and fitter much 
for one that celebrates, than for one that 
but aſſerts: Yer cannot I ſcruple to uſe 
ſceming Hyperboles in the mention of 
Felicities, which make the higheſt Hyper- 
boles but ſceming ones. For thoſe Joys, 
Lindamor, of Heaven, are like its Stars, 
which by reaſon of our remoteneſs from 
them, appear extremely little,though real- 
ly in themſelves they are fo yaſt, that a 
leſs rhan the largeſt is by odds greater 
than the biggeſt objeAt upon Earth, nay, 
than rhe whole Earth ivielf And therefore 
as if I were to take you with me to con- 
template 
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- template the Planets, I would ſhew you 
them through ſuch a Teleſcope, as by a 
greatning thoſe bright ObjeRs in compa» 
riſon of whar to unaſſiſted Eye rchey ap- 
pear, doth ſomewhar leſſen the diſadvan- 
rage of Remorenels, and ſhews them with 
leſs detraQtion from their true Magnitude; 
{o mentioning to you the Felicities of Hea- 
yen, I think irc not unlawful or Improper 
to endeavour,by repreſentations, tranſcen- 
ding what they appear, to give you Noti- 
ons leſs inferior ro what they are. 

In Heaven, then, we ſhall caſte hap-5Se#. 2. 
pineſs enough, ro enable us to redific 
the Definition of ir. We may there be- 
inſtructed how to Name and Rate all 
Goods by thoſe that will Concentre in- 
ro the Felicity we ſhall poſſeſs, which 
ſhall be there made up of the Confluence, 
Perfection, and Perperuity of all true Joys. 
For, Heaven will make us happy, nor 
( as Philoſopy pretends ro do) by the 

ment, bur by rhe Fruition of our 
Deſires : which ſhall neither fail in che 
choice of their ObjeAs, nor miſs of rhe 
_ enjoyment of them; bur be, both uner- 
ringly Juſt, and infallibly Accompliſh'd: 
In/the former of which Properties, (as our 
then Redtifi'd Reaſon will conſider things) 
| K We 
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we ſhall think our ſelves happier(yer) than 
c 


in the latter. . We ſhall there eſemble the 
Saints we here Admire, and ſhall not only 
See, and be like thoſe pious Worthies, 
whoſe virtues Ecliple theirs, which among 
the Heathen Deifi'd leſs delerving Heroes ; 
thoſe excellent Perſon that did as well En- 
noble as inſtruct Mankind, giving us 
cauſe to Glory, and to Bluſh that we are 
Men, and whole Stories have the unparal- 
lell'd Honor of being recorded by Inſpir'd 


He>1223 Pens; Thoſe Spirits, | ſay, of juſt Men made 


perfeet, as the Scripture terms them, ſhall be 
our conſtant and familiar Company, into 
whoſe bleſſed Society we ſhall not only be 
Welcome, but Encrcaſc it. In Heaven, we 
ſhall have a bleſs'd and familiar Converla- 
tion with thoſe ſame glorious Spirits, whoſe 
Nature doth invelt them with ſuch a 
Luſtre, that all the Diſadvantage of their 
Diſguites, when they Appear to us, doth 
ſcarce ſuſhice ro confine our Raptures to re- 
{pets below Idolarry,and darken them in- 
ro ObjeRs for our Wonder,not Adoration. 
There we ſhall fee (a Sight worthy dying 
that Bleſſed Saviour,of whom the Scripture 
does ſo much, and ſo excellently entertain 
us, and who having done and ſuffer'd ſo 
much for us, does ſo highly deſerve _ 
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bbth upon the ſcore of his infinite perfeti- : 


ons, and upon the account of his ineſtima- 
ble Benefirs. Yes, there ſhall we ſee that 
Holy and Divine Perſon, who, when he 
vouchiaf 'd(as his Favorire-Diſciples ipeaks) 
to pitch his 7 ent among , and dwell with 


Men on Earth, ro fit-them by his Merits job. :.ti 


and Example to dwell with him in Heaven, 
did fo admirably mix an awful Majeſty 
with an humble meekneſs, and the afſunid 


Infirmities of his humaa Nature, with the 


ſeaſonable Corruſcarions of his Divine; and 
expreſs'd in his whole life, ſo perfeRt and 
exemplary a Virtue,and yet ſo much Sweet- 
neſs and Gentlenel\s rowards thoſe Afpirers 
to it, that they were the moſt ſhort of ir; 
that the Jews themſelves could ſay of him, 


That, He had done all things well ; and his var. :.37; 


very Enemies, that were employed to a 
prehend him as a MalefaCtor, confeſs'd 
even to thoſe .that fent them ro do fo; 


That never man ſpike like him. And his Apo jc. 1.46. 


ſtles, who had moſt opporcunity co pry 
narrrowly into his Actions, and were of a 
condition and breeding very unlike ro in- 
fuſe into them Heroick Reſolutions, did, 
in ſpight of the frequent reproofs their 
failings extorred from him, and of the 
hardſhips that attended his ſervice, think 
even death it (ſelf in his Company, 

K 2 more 
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| more Eligible, rhan life led out of it; Let 
Jokur.rs. #s alſo go that we may die with him (lays even 
the diſtruſtful Thomas to his fellow Dilci- 
ples. ) Bur, Lindamor, we ſhall there ſce the 
Phir...,. Son of God, not in that Form of a Servant, 
which he pur on, that he might ſuffer for 
us,and exerciſe his Pricſtly and Propherick 
Function here below; but in that Regal 
State and Condigion,which belongs to him 
by Virtue of his Kingly Office; on whole 
ſcore he is ſtijed in the Scripture, Xing of 
Rev-19.16 Kings, 4nd. Lord of Lords, all power and Au- 
© © thority being (as himſelf ſpeaks)given him 
both in Heaven and in Earth. And, how 
Nobly attended may we ſuppoſe this Di- 
vine Monarch to be in his Exalted Condi- 
tion in Heaven; when in his ſtate of Humi- 
liation on Earth, whilſt he was in the W:l- 
vat. 4-13 derneſs among the Wild Beaſts, the Angels are 
recorded to have miniſtred unto him; and 
* Whilſt he lay (wath'd in a homely Man- 
ger, the multitude of the Celeſtial Hoſt 
« were heard to folemnize his miraculous 
Birth,according to that Paſſage of the Wri- 
Her. 1,6, Ir to the Hebrews When he bringeth the firſt 
begotten into World, (he faith) And let all 
the Angels of God worſhip him! And yet ſuch 
conſiderable and noble Creatures, thoſe 
ammaterial Intcjligencers, called Angels, 
- are 
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are, that One of them in ne night was* Fig! 
able ro deſtroy above a hundre' and four- © © 
ſcore thouſand Men, in the blaſphemous 
Senacherib”'s impious Camp. Antd fo much 
Majeſty and Superjoriry, does their Nacure 
give them, in reference ever to the emi- 
neareſt of Mortals, That, when the ud- 
daunted Foſbua had boldly challeng'd one of 
them, that appear'd ro him m the likeneſs 
| of a Man,and emanded whom! he was fot; 
when he knew hia to be an Afigel; (unleſs 
he ſuppos'd him to be that promis'd Mefl- 
fiah,who is elfwhere' call'd tht Angel of the Mar: 3-1. 
Covenast, as it is in the Otiginal, and'in 
the fame Text the Lord ) he alters his Ad- 
dreſs unto him in this ſubmitiive one, What j,q, ;. 
faith my Lord unto his Servant > And evehs 13, 14 
Wiſe and Holy Daniz! himſelf, who was the 
ſecond perſon of the World fot Powet, and 
the firſt for much nobler Arttibures, Wil: 
dom; and Utiderſtanding, who {aw fo ma- 
ny Governors of vaſt Provinces, arid Pro- 
feſfors of admired Magick,infetior ro him- 
felf ; yer confeſles to the Angel, that ap- 
peard to him, that he was confounded 
and diſanimated ar his Preſence, and adds, '* '* 
How can the Servant of this my Lird, talk 
with ths my Lord? We _ lakely There- 
fore extuck, that we ſhall chen behv6fd our 
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Saviour, not in thoſe diſguiſes which diffi- 

gur'd him in their Eyes, that only conſt- 

der'd his Sufferings, bur in that triumphant 
Condition, wherewith rhey are now no 
warded. The Thorns of his (now no- 

more Galling, but adorning ) Crown 

will appear upon that Radiant Hcad of 

his, more Glorious, than thoſe of the 
flaming Buſh, wherein God appear'd to 
Exod.3.z. Moſes. And we ſhall not ſee that deſpica» 
ble Form, which made the Prophet (ay, 
partioating the generality of the Jewiſh 

If. 53-2. Nation contemporary with the Mcſſias(---» 
He hath no Form nor Comelineſs, and when ws 

ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that we. ſhould 

defire him. But we ſhall ſee him encompaſs'd 

with ſo much Majeſty, and ſhining with ſo 

much of his Genuine Splendor and Bcaury, 

that we ſhall deſervedly eſteem him Nephlc, 

ifa. 9.6. the Admirable. And our raviſh'd Souls ſhall 
by the more atrentive contemplation of 

him, bur find more cauſe to imitate the 
Spouſe in Solomon's myſtick *phithalamium ; 

who having dwelt upon the Beauty. of the 
ſeveral parts that concurr'd to the accom- 
pliſhing of the Divine Briedgroom, ex: 
claims 1n an Epiphonema, very contrary to 

the expreſſion , lately mentioned in the 

iv. - Prophet. He is altogether defires, or by ag 
| | Hebraiſm 
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Hebraiſm, moſt defirable, which our Eng- 
liſh renders, Ze i altogether lovely. His 
Eyes will there *appear as St. John repre- Rev. 1.14 
{ents them, of 'Adtive Fire, and will into 
the willing Breaſts of the raviſh'd Behol- 
ders, ſhoot Flames as Pure, as Holy, and 
as dearhleſs as thoſe Farhers of rhe Church, 
who believ'd not rhe Angels alrogether Tn- 
corporeal, may be ſuppos'd to have con» 
ceived the Seraphims ro conſiſt of. Certain- 
ly, fince (as the Scripture.informs us) 7 
never entred into the heart of man,whit God has 
referw'd in Heaven for theſe that love him; 
Thar Glory can be but imperfefly expreſs'd 
by the bare Epither of Inconceivable, with 
which God rewards the meritorious Suffe- 
rings and Obedience of that only begotten 
Son of his Love,for whoſe ſake he is pleas*d 
to-confer on fo many thouſands of Men, 
unimaginable Glories. He that vouchſafes val. 4. =. 
ev'n to many of his Servants a brightneſs 
like thar of -the Stars, will ſure communi- Van ::+ 
cate a more radiant” Lultre to the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, 'that only Son of His, whim <2 3 
(to borrow in{pir'd expreſſions)he hath mad: 
Heir of all things, by whom alſo he made: 
the Worlds : who being the brightneſs of his 
Gl:ry, and the exprefs Image of his Perſon, 
aud upholding all things by the word of his 
K 4 pg 127 
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ower, when he had by himſelf purg'd our fins, 
- down on the right ro ke Majeſty 
on high, of above all Principality and Power, 
and Might, and Dominion, and every name that 
i namea,not only in this world,but in that which 
i tocome. Thereby cxalting him,not only 
above all Earthly Princes and Potentaxes, 
but even above the higheſt Orders of che 
Spirits of Ccaleſtial Hierarchy. 

But apprehendinot, Lindamor, that this 
ſublime Exaltation of Chrſt will make 
him deſpiſe the meaneſt of his Saints, 
or diſdain Communion with him. .For, 
Sr. Paul aſſures us, That he was in the 
form of God, when he vouchlaf'd to take 
upon him the form of a Servant, tro make 
us free; and ſure, he that condeſcended 
ſo far, and ftoop'd fo low, to invite and 
bring us to» Heaven, will not refule us a 
Gracious Reception there. In the days 
of his Fleſh he was pleas'd to own Laze- 
714, even in the diſhonors of the Grave; 
and vouchſaf'd him in that deſpicable 
condition the Glorious Title of his Friend. 


And when he deſcended the Mount of * 


Olives, all the loud Acclamations of the 
glad Multitude, that ſang Fſanna's ro 
him, and ſtrew'd his way with their Palms, 
their Veſtments and their Praiſes, could 

| not 
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not divert him from Deploring, even with 

Tears Feraſal:w's approaching Fate; and ex- 
preſſing in the midſit.of his Triumphs a Con- 

cern, fot the very wort andſturbborneſt of 

his Enermes. And, left ir ſhould be thoughr, 

that he was thus- concern'd for worthleſs 
Mortals, only Whilſt he Shar'd and Felt 

the Miſeries of their Condition; give me 

leave to obſerve to you,” Lindamor, that 
immediately after his ReſtrreRtion, whilſt 

the Senſe of the ſudden and uncxampled 
change of his Condition . was freſh upon 
him,and the Remembrance of rhe Apoſtles 
Ingratitude in deſerting him, almoſt as Re 

cent; he tticks not to give thoſe very Dil- 

ciples that forlook him, the glorious Title, 

(and thar a more familiar one than we find 

him to have allow'd chem on Earth) of bx Mara3.o 
Brethren ;' and particularly ſhews himſelf Maris.7. 
Solicitous tor that Peter, who, in {pight of 
all thote empty boaſts, wherewith he not 

only . {cem'd ro detic Death, bue Chriſt's 
Prediction roo, did not., only forlake his 
Matlter,bart deny'd him. He can in Heaven 

be ſo concern'd for his diſtreſied Members 

here on Earthy\rhat not only he can rake , , F 
notice of \ expiting Stephex, thorrow that 
Cloud of fatal Stones chat burter'd down 
his Priſon: and can, when Sas} was perfe- 
| curing 
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:cuting the vulgar Chriſtian, cry. out unto 

AR. g. 5. -him, Saul, S aul,nhy perſecuteſt thuu me? as if 
He, and thoſe [that Love himy where bur 

In the & One: But in/the Meſlages he ſends to the 
cond nd Angelsor Governors of the ſeven Churches, 
Chaprers he ſufficiently manifeſts, That ſingle Chri- 
«497 ſtians may be. as particularly in his 
Thoughts,as if they had no other Object : 

His Greatneſs will not make his Kindneſs 

leſs familiar, buti'only more Obliging: He 
diſdains -not, -even after his Aſcenſion, to 
Rev.z,0 Jay, Behold, I ſtand at the door and knock, if 
Any man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 will 

come in to him, and will ſup with him,and he 

with me. That King,in the Parable,by whom 
himſelf is repreſented, is pleaſed himſelf to 
welcome cach Individual truſty Servant 

Mat. 25, With a peculiar, Exge,bone Serve; And in a- 
nother Parable he icruples not to repreſent 

the, great condeſcenſions and familiarity, 
wherewith the Lord 4 ll remunerate the 
faithful aad watchful Szrvants, by cclling 

Luk. 1s his Diſciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Servants, whom 
"the Lord, when he cometh, jhall find ſo watch 
ing. Perily, I ſay. unto you, that he ſhall 

gird. bimſelf, and will make:them to fit down 

to meat, and will come forth to ſerve theme. 

Art which expreſſion, you will the leſs ad+ 
mire,if you conſider, that beſides that it is 
parabo- 
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parabolical,and probably. hyperbalical,and 


therefore not to be raken (as the French 
. ſpeak, au pied de la bittre) ina ſtrict ſence 2 


We find in the Evangelical Story,that our 
Saviour diſdain'd not to converſe familis 
arly with Publicans and Sinners,nor even 
to waſh the Feet of his Diſciples: And fincd 
he condeſcended ro ſuch Familiarity cothoſe 
frail Mortals, {o many. of -whom were apr 
to turn the favours of God into Wantons 
neſs, we may the lefs admire his gracious 
condeſcenſions to thoſe; the Sinletineſs of 
whoſe condition will keep chem from rurn- 
ing his vquchſafemeors into any thing,bur 
occaſians of Joy and Gratitude. Marvel 
not, Lindamor, as at an impertinency,that 
I appear fo (olicitous to polleſs you with 
high apprehenſions of the ſuper-cminent 
Dignity and Felicity of our exalted Savi- 
our; and that in the lofticit and mott mag- 
nificent expreſſions, the Scripture affords 
me, I haye endeavoured to. make our. to 
you, that: rhe bright Son of Righteoulneſs 
is now grown uncapable of fuffering E- 
cliples, but ſhines with unclouded and une- 
qual'd Splendor; and that ue thall in. Hea- 
yen (as the Writer to. the ZZetrens [pcaks) 
See Feſus,” who was made 4 little ( or for a 
{hart while, cops 4 ) lawer than the An- 


gels, 
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gels, for tht ſuffering of Death, crown'd with 
Glory, 4nd Honour: For it will make Heaven 
more Heaven to us,\ to find him reigning 
there, who hath fſuffer'd fo much for us; 
and for whom, if we c'er come thither, we 
ſhall have fo much ſuffer'd. For,ſince our 
Love _ as the _ our ſurviving Gra» 
ces, be perfected ow compleat in 
Heaven; the ineffable Happineſs of .our 
dear Redeemer muſt needs bring an encreaſe 
to ours, commenlurate to the Ardency of 
our Love for him, and we ſhall reliſh no 
Happineſs more than thatz which is there- 
' fore ours, becauſe he is happy, and ſup- 
poſes in him,what it confers on us. Beſides 
chat, fince the Regal Dignity; wherein (as 
Mediator)he is Inſtated, may make us owe 
our Salvation to his Sentence, as well as 
to his Merits; Heaven, it ſelf will be in- 
eſtimably cndear'd to us, by our enjoying 
it upon his account. I need not tell you, what 
a value Lovers are wont toſet upon the leaſt 
favours that can be beſtowed on them by 
their Miſtreſſes,and that oftentimes a worth- 
leſs Ribband,a Bracelet of Hair,or ſome ſuch 
Trifle, that nothing can make precious bur 
—_— it, iS highlier valued by the 

ported Lover,than the richeſt Preſents 
of Nature, or of Fortune. How great a 
Bleſſing 


Seraphick Lone. 139 
Bleſſing muſt it then be, Lindamor,to owe 
Joys that need not endearing Circumſtances 
to merit the name of Happinels, to a Per- 
ſon ſo beloy'd. that even Heaven ir (elf 
will bring more Felicity to the amorous 
Soul, as it is a proof of his Loys, than 
that it is a Donarive of. his Bounty. As 
paſſionate Brides do incomparably-more 
value the Wedding-Rings whuch their glad 
Lovers give them, as Pledges than as Gold, 
'Tis ſaid: of. the perſecured and diſgraced 
Apoſtles, that they rejoyced to have been zo, . 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for hus Name, 
But if chey deſervedly recjoyc'd to be allow- 
ed to luffer for him; of how much Joy 
ſhall they have juſt cauſe, that are admit. 
red to Reign with him? his having ſupported 
the Hardſhips and the Toyls ( for 1 muſt 
not now call them Evils.) to which our 
afflicted Condition of Mortality is expos'd, 
does ſo much Alleviate them, and refreſh 
| us under them, that in this ſenſe alſo ir 
may be truly faid, that the chaſtiſement of 
iny . peace was upon him, and by his hurts we ia. $3-S- 
ore healed. But he that relicv'd us even 
by. his Croſs,: will ſure da more for us by 
his Crown, when he ſhall admic, and even 
invite, cach faithful ſervant. to no leſs a Mars a: 
Bleſſing, than to enter into bis Maſters Foy. 
5G 
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Se. 23. 


Luk. 16. 


reprelented,; as knowing, not only the Per- 


So rich a Source of Happineſs did Chriſt 
deſign to make himſelf to us in all his 
capacities and conditions, that in Heaven 
and in Earth, it was, and will be, his gra« 
cious and conſtant imployment, to ſhare 
our Griefs, or impart to us his Joys; and 
either leſſen our Miſcries by his Sufferings, 
or increaſe our Jappinels by his Felicity. 
Expe& not, Lindamor, that 1 ſhould 
ſolemnly beg your pardon for this ſeems 
ing Excurſion, till 1 come to think ir a 
digrelſion, to inſiſt on the Blefſedneſs of 
Chriſt in Heaven, treating of the Happis 
neſs which thoſe that loye him will en- 
joy there. Wherefore, not to ſpend time 
in imploring a needleſs forgivenels, | ſhall 
procced to tell you, Lindamor, that in 
Heaven we ſhall not only ſee our elder Bro- 
ther Chriſt, but probably alſo our Kind- 
red, Friends, and Relations, that living 
here in his Fear, died in his Favour. For 
ſince our Saviour tell us, that the Children 
of the —_— ſhall be jaijgaain, equal to, 
or like the Angels, who yet ih the Vi- 
ſions of Daniel and St. John, appear to be 
acquainred with cach other : fince in the 
Parable of the miſerable Epicure, and the 
happy Beggar, the Father of the faithful is 


ſon, 


Seraphith Love. 141 
' fon, and preſent condition, but the' paſt 
Story of Lazarw: Since the Inſtructer of 
the Gentiles, confidently expetts his Con- 
verted and Pious Theſſalonians, to be hs 
Crown at that great day; When the having : Thefs.2. 
turned many to righteouſneſs, ſhall, as the Dew. ©. 
Scripture foretels, conferr Star-like and 
immortal brightneſs. Since ( which is 
chiefly conſiderable ) the knowledge of 
__ ations, and conſequently, per- 
ns, ſeem requiſite ro the arrainment of 
that great end of God,in the day of Judg- 
ment,the manifeſtation of the Punitive and 
Remunerative Juſtice : ſince, I ſay, theſe 
Arguments, beſides divers others are, af- 
forded us by the Scripture 2 we may-ſafely 
conclude it probable, that we ſhall know 
each other in a place, where, ſince nothing 
requiſite ro happineſs can be wanting, we 
may well ſuppole (ar leaſt, if we can ima- 
gine here, what we ſhall think there) char 
we ſhall not want ſo great a ſatisfation,as 
that of being knowingly happy in our other» 
(elves, our Friends. Nor 1s this only pro- 
bable, Lindamor, bur *tis not improbable, 
that thoſe Friends that know us in Hea- 
ven, thall welcome us thicher. For, ſince 
Chriſt aſſures us, that the very Angels 
(though they be fo far from being relaced 
ro 
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to our perſons, that they are Foreigners to ' 

our very Nature) receive acceſſion of Joy 

for a relenring Sinner, that by repentance 
begins to turn towards God ; you will not 
Luk.!5.7. think it abſurd,that in a place where Cha- 
: Cor.13. rity ſhall not only continue{as St. Paul 
p ſpeaks) bur grow perfeCt,our dear Friends 
uld rcjoyce to (ce us, not only begin to 

turn towards God, bur come home to him. 

Nor is it unlikely, that our tranſported 
Souls ſhall mutually congratulate cach 6+ 
ther,their having now fully eſcaped the nu- 
merous Rocks, and Shelyes, and Quick- 
ſands, and threatning Storms, and no leſs 
dangerous Calms, through which they are 

at length arrived ar that peacetul Haven, 
Where Innocence and Delight ( which are 
here ſo ſeldom matcht) are inſeparable Come 
panions,both of each other, and cach Bleſ- 

{ed Reſident. With thoſe Friends we here 
lamented, we ſhall there rejoyce. And 

"will be but need, that the diſcovery of 

each others Virtues ſhould bring us to a 
mutual knowledge: of our perlons; for 
otherwiſe we ſhall be ſo chang'd, that we 
ſhould never know our Friends; and 
ſhould ſcarce know our Selves, were not 

an eminent encreale of knowledge a part 

of chat happy change. 
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For thoſe' deparred Friends, whonw#'2c 


our laſt" ety be we ſaw disfi red 
then ce " about the *] 


dies trasfigured into the likencſs of his glorious 
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ticks,and Learn'd Expoſiters have'attemp- 
ted to illuſtrate it,dves till contimue,in ma- 
roms - oo wr. how 
exquiſii the fevera of pure 
are ficred to the (evera} Tils, Perſons, aud 


T Occurrences, wherein their Mbforeſeeing 


Avrhor- intended moſt ro uſe them; we 
ſhall diſcern not only a Reconcileableneſs, 
bur a. Friendſhip, and perfſet Harmony, 
betWixr thoſe Texts, that here' ſeem moft 
at Vatiance, and ſhall diſcover not 'only 
Senſe of the obſcurer Paſſages,” but 
Requiſireneſs of their having been 
written” (0 rely: That ſtrange: and 
peetiliac, as well as otherwiſe cryptical Me+ 
thod and Stile of Scripture, which often 
coſÞus ſo "much ſtudy co find'it Wional, 
lt there diſcover to be admirable and 
of its Omniſcient Awrhor. There, 
hope, we ſhall have clearly Expounded 
co us thoſe Riddles of Providente; which 
have, 'bur too often, tempted even good 
Men, to queſtion God condud in the 
Governmear® of the World ; whilſt the 
Calamities- and Perſccutions of Virtue, 
and- Innocence, ſeem approv'd by him, 
who- accumulates Profperitics on-cheir crt- 
minal Oppoſers. There, we ſhall be con- 
vinc'd; that all theſe ſeeming irregula- 
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ritics, Which the Hearhen-chought 
Female Deity ,are not only conſiſtent Wi 


ro 
impute to the giddy Whimſies of a bn | 


Gbd's Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are Pro: 


duQtions of ifFAnd though ſuch a Belief 
does hereg@& inteligent perſons, ſeem per- 
haps © greater picce of Self-denial, than to 
refrain from Wine, or Gold, or Miſtreſſes; 
yer in Heavenyic will appear as reaſonable 
as here we find it difhkcult; For, as Bildal 
ſpeaks in Fob, We are but of yeſterday, and 
know nothing, becauſe our days upon Earth; 
but « ſhadow. And the ſhortneſs of aye T 
firory Lives, not permit us to continue 
long enough SpeQators here, to ſae@bove 
a Sceng,or -T'wo at maſt of that great Play, 
Ace Mankind upon the Stage ob(the 
World; 'zis no wonder we areapts 
bor ſiniſter thoughts of the Contri a 
Plot, whoſe neither Beginning nor End we 
arc acquainted with, - Which yer is little 
lels injfrigus, than 'rwere to'cenfure the 
lofty © Tragaedian®Sexecs, or ſome other 
marchteis Artiſt, having pcruſed bur-a piece 
of ſome Tragedy;whereofthe latrerparr nt+ 
ver arrived .at our view, But when once 
God's whole Plot (if Irmay fo ſpeak) and 
ConduCtinthe Adminiſtration of the world, 
thall come to be diſclog'd; all rhofe Re- 


yolu- 


A «a 


#* 
Seraphick: Love. 147 

yolutionsand occurrenccs of Empires,States 
Families, and,- particular Perſons,» which 
Meh are here fo prone ro quartel with, 
will -there -appear fo jutt, fo requiſſte, 
and fo (caſonable, thac riſe very ctfings 
Which - here rempred us ron deny God, 
will there engage-us to praiſe him; and 
we "ſhall not to properly be ſacisfy'd 
with his Providence, as raviſh'd. Bur eſpe» 
cially,we ſhall be tranſported with Wondee 
and Gratitude, when God ſhall vouchlafe 
- to diſcoyer tg, hisparticular Servants, the 
Reaſons of nODiſpenſarions towards them, 
and 'make owr to them, not only the ne+ 
ceſſity- and Juſtice, but ev'en Mercifulneſs 
of thoſe very 'Ailliggions, that were moſt 
imputed rg, his Severity, (no ſtroke from 
God's Paternal Hand, cirher lighting ſoon» 
er,orfalling heavicr,or ſtaying longer,than 
the occaſion that exhorted it, exacted) and 
conyince them,; that their Hopes were/ne- 
ver diſappoiated, but- to ſecure their Ti- 
tle to better things than thoſe they hoped 
for ; nor © their» inferior Inrercits' preju- 
dic'd, but for the Advantage of che Su» 
Qaes. Yes, all that unwelcome 
neſs, that-here ſurrounded our pur- 
blind Underſtandings, will vaniſh at the 
dawning of that bright, and as St. Peter's 
£45% L 3 * Ex- 2Pevz,1s, 
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* Expreſſion -may be interpreted.) Ecernal 
Dayz- wherein, the Refoluci 
Difhculties- . which here | cisd (and 
peſiaps Diſtreſs'd ) our Faith, ſhall be 
granted us ta Reward it. - And I, muſt 
profels to you, Lindamer, (as unfaſhion- 


able as ſuch a profcilion, may ſeem in a Gen» 


tleman not yet Two-and twenty ) thatl 
find rhe Study of thole excellent Themes, 
God's Word,and his Providence,ſo difficulr, 
and yet ſo pleaſing and inviting that, could 
Heaven afford me no- gregzer Bletling than 
a clear account of the Abitrflc Mytterics 
of Divinity and Providence, lhould value 
the having my Underſtanding gratifi d and 
enrich'd wich Trurhs,of ſo Noble" and 
Precious a Nature, endfgh to Court Hea- 
ven at the rate of renouncing- for- it all 
thoſe unmanly Senſualitics and. trifling 
Vaaitics, for which inconliderate Mortals 
are wont to forfeit, the Intereſt of theig 

Savious.{Þ dearly bought them in it, * 
Nor-ſhall»we only converle with Saints 
and Angels, but with that inanicely more 
glorious Deity, that made them, whar the 
arc, without at all impoveriſbiig himſe 
In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy (ics Maker ) 
God, and: fee þimp & be #, who, (as the 
3cripture telierh us) ſhall theo be. al in 
au, 


.of all thoſe 
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lt: izing all che Goods,, we vyalut 
inthe Creatyres, as cmyriently and fably, 
as the Sun the Light chatewinkſeth 


7x 'f the leaſt 
one that > che leaſt fo 
the Philoſophers, ſcrup!'d nor to telt the®”" 
Man that ask'd him, What he was bern for, 
that it was co\tontemplate the San; If our 
beſt Naturaliſts- themſelves, though the 
Garknels thav is here caſt upon things, and 
the -dimneſs- of our * intelleftual Eyes, 
(which I remember 4r;/-1/s ficly compares 
to'thoſe of an Owl at Noon-day) permir 
us to diſcern'bur very little of rhat Wiſdom, 
Power, and; Goodneſs, which he has ex- 
pre(s'd in the jon; are yet often rranf- 
* ported and raviſh'd with a. juſt Admiration 
of the" Perſgion he has dilplay'd in his 
Workmagſhjp. If the wiſe Queen that came 
« {© fir to viſit Solomon, was pur almolt into 
an Extalie,- by the Sight of his '(though 
Wiſe, yet Humane)opdering ot things; And 
if Angels th:mſelves (as St. Peter informs us) ; pe... , 
defire to look mto the myſterions contrivances '2- 
of God, in order ro. Man's Redemprion: 
How great a fatisfaftion 'Lindamor, may 
we j conecive it muſt needs be, co 
be admicred to fee ſo much of God, ag 
Heaven will diſcover to us? eſpecially 
L. 4 ſince 


= 


face ſo much of our, furgre happineſs will, 
conſt in | thay Bearifick?, 


Joh 3 + 


c 
ſhall ſee him '4s be s. And. our-(\Savieus 
himſelf parraphraſes our CalleRial Felicity 
Mat. 5.8. by this Bleſſed, Viſian, where he ſays, Blef- 
ſed are the pure in heart, for thay ſhall ſee God: 
As op: the other lide, tho Writer to the; 
Hebrews employs the being. deny'd. ghe 
fight of the Divine Object, as a gelcripti- 
on of extremg wretchedneſs, ja that Text 
where, haying, exhorted thoſe ro whom he 
H.b. 12. Writes, to follow peace and helineſs; he adds, 
+ as the formidableſt Menace which hecould 
make uſe of, ro deter them from-ſlighting 
his cxhorration, withon. hich, no.man ſhalt | * 
ſee the Lord. And by this Vikgn our Savi- 
our ſcems to. delcribe the Happinels, even ' 
of Angels ; where,forbidding the ſclndaw 
lizing of any tholg little Ones that believe 
in him; he adds, to cuforce, what he had 
ſaid that their Angels do always ſee the face of 
Mar. 18. bs Father in ##eaven, We ſhall {o be taken 
| up with the Contemplation, and Fruitian 
of rhat Glorious ObjeR, (in whole lutinj- 
ry al} Copds are included and dil that 
AgCs, numberiels as the Joys that Beati- 
*fic Yidion abvunds wich, wilt ſcarge atlord 


us 
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us leiſure for a diverſion to any other plea- 
ſures, than' thoſe ir ſelf creates. Which 
are ſo numerods and fo entire,thar we ſhall 
there ddfire nothing that we have not, & 
cept more Tongues ro fig more Prailes 
ro-him, or atleaſt a capaciry to pay him 
greater Thanks for what we have. And 
even thoſe Deſires,God's Gracious acceptd» 
tion will make, in being conceiv'd accom» 
pliſh'd ; for otherwiſe Heavens Reſidents 
ſcarce know any other want, than that of 
need to wiſh : The complear Bleſſedneſs of 
their Condition, reducing them to a happy 
ulcleſneſs of wiſhes, by affording them a 
full Przpoſlefſion of all che Objects of De- 
ſire. There time, like Fire, having deſtroy- 
'd whatever: it could prey on, ſhall art laſt 
dye ir (elf, - ſhall go our-into Eternity; 
whole Nattfe"is ſuch; that though our 
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Joys, after ſorne Centurics of Years, may . 


ſeem to have grown elder, by having been 
enjoyed {0 many Ages, yet will they really 
ſtill continue new,nor only upon the ſcores 
- _= welcomneſs and F _—_ _ 
y perpetually Equal ( becauſe 
pite.) di rind Pea There, our 
Fclieity (hall always be the ſame, yer 
.eyer New. Wearinels arguing imperfs- 
Kion, either: in the ObjeR, or che Appe- 


rice ; 


Iz2 


Deut.29 


tites the former of which is- impoſſible 
in God, andthe latter ſhall - ceaſe in 
Heaven. Where» our petfeury ſhail be 
Fecear, that Variery {irſelf-) thfil nor be 
needed as' a Bart 'of it. And, 'if Hea- 
ven do admit variety, it may be ſuppos'd 
Juch an one; as ſhall:confiſt .in/ a further 
Knowledge of rhe Firſt Objet (God, )nor 
adoriaking-of 'ir ; and ſuch as ariies from 
the- fixt beholding of the changing-necks 
of Doves, -or fuch-as/ we may fce in the 
diverlify'd refraQtions of the ſame ſparkling 
Diamond: 'In God, there-is (if 1 may fo 
ſpeak ) ſuch a various Þ dentity, that the 
Fruition of him both ſarisfies and creates 
defices; though Thar, without Satiery, and 
Fhis, wirchour Diſquiet. - Other Delights, 
like the uſual Cloarhs 1 r, quickly 
grow Stale; and aretoon out; where- 
as Celcitial Pleaſures parricipateof the Pre- 
'rogative of the Jews Garments in the Wil- 
derneſs;#f not impairing by being uſed Long. 
Buras rhe amorous Netdfe;once joyn'd un- 
to the Load-ſtone, would never uncompel}l'd 
orlake the inchanting Mineral; 'bur after 
ages cling no tels cloſely to ir, than' ar 
the firſt moment of their Union :» $6:do 
the Saints 'in Heaven, - with che fame Un- 
4imjniſh's freſhneſs cvcr/ polſetkes 


their 
Joys, | 


LESTSEET 


Ve 


them forieycr; and perpetually repeat ( or 
rather continue) the ſame renew'd Eruitir 
0ns-40- an Exernity, cndear'd by —_ 
more, than by. the quiet leiſure it will 
ford | us undiſtrattedly ro employ it in-ce- 
lebrating of: the Author's. Praiſes 3 ang in 
a condition; bappicr in that by. it. we grow 
paſt doing,chan paſt Suffering Ill. In Hea» 
ven (ina werd)) our incxhauſted,.Joys 
will be ſo -numberleſs, and ſo .immenle, 
that we , (as well as bave),Erer: 
nity it (e}f reWſtc them fully. 1 
But Li 
to give. you-a- particular Topography-of 
this Ceelciiggl Carey; bur only aÞ.a few 
fering mi 26k end Elm, Anil ghoogh 
ing with Milk and Honey, d though 
io nchmewiadaes.d bave,. given you but 
dark deſcription (and. ſpmctimes rather 
Pockical than Chorographical) of what 
the. Apoille Niles, {he {nherutance. of tbe 
Saints it. Light... Nx dine, to W 
"S 


Long- 


, it was-.not my. Defiga 5:2. 26. 


Col.1.12, 
herpur 


» 


ins; « for-Feuteive-( or - ) 
rw. Mgr wanker ibaterey the Pres 
rogatives of- being in-*Heaven, 'ro know. 
how- happy we ſhall be, -when' There: 
and ſince, what the Scripture hath reveal 


of Paradile,feems'meant rather to quicketif | 


our ET 5 
I may 10fe-purpoles, my pentieps to- 
lerably perform'd that Task {of -Heavenly, 
Topography) by the- acknowledgments of 
my difability to do it worthily. 'I ſhall, 
now only. add this properey of our expe- 
cedifhifs, that the vait multicude of Part- 


ners doegderract nothing from each private: 


ſhare; nor does the Publickneſs _ vs leſſen, 

Proptiety -in /it. -., This Ocean -of Feliciry- 
ng ſo-(hoarle{s;-and fo bottomleſs, - that 

all rhe Saints and gre vm ye 

it being as'impoſii | 

or exhauttt one Infi- 

greateſt;number of Ma- 


-d AQNE. 187 
ference  berwaen. the Son of Rightcob(- 


neſs and -that--of Heaven;»that - whereas 
tho-layer; by «is Preſence, Edliples all 


the 


——— 


* 6 & ow a, 


a 


ww 5H »% > = @=tnm:z2 on oa 
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"(his Arrendants;)' the' former 
randy 


St they beſhin'd 
| "etl BS Jaw: more 


_ 


J 
ith the f atntfs of of" by Ws/:, and P13. 35.6. 

= fy River of bf Pleaſures : 

ſiruace, ahas, As when 

a Miki lons drink of the fame 
River/none of thera .is able ro exhault it, 
'and yet; each off them may have the full 
liberty of Drinking as much as he'Can; 
or as much as he could, though: n@n> bue 
Hing- 


456 Sergphith Love, 
Himſelf hould-he Altow'd to Drigh 
$86;. Whoſoever:xeajoys Godz 


us) they'rejoy 
of a (inner. {dovriewt nn 
the Church-Milirahre, and tHbſe of the Tri 


m—_ live as far as Herven is 
Earth, and\are 


O 
Place, than ; yet 
Se. Paw retKons 211 the ook 
eph. 3.15. Family in heaven andbin Earth; Ifthen the 

diſparicy.of Reſidences, of QualitiesFand 

of eaunot .now trindce” rhe 

Lovers: of God from: ſo ednitern'd 
in ane another ; how endearing 
Kindgels may we ſup thar* rhey 
will Ingerchange, when” och 
ſhall be Perfeted; and» all thote*other 
Graces roo that are proper to Cheriſh and 
Encregſe it. Fot, the tame Apoſtle, who 


to 


Luk.15.7. 
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g& 
erg of Qurs..,, EE 
© Pp ne 40. cacn 
bod the > Croſſes and Projpepitics.of 
other of good BarziUaicould-not. be Mw 
lier (0) iged, -Devid, than by .the hing' —_ 9. 
Kindne(s; © San.) each kycral. Bea> *” 


tizyde i- Heaven thall.Cinlome (ort-con- 
cerat the Whole Sociegy, and): be Quis. 
As / omers teach. us, charghhe Earth 
$; Addition of | Light, by the .Sun's 
Beams beſtow'd upon the Stars, .and from 
the, Moon $5 upon ble, And be» 
cauſe oak gt al Capacities. arg too _ 
to/ contain, 'all, that joy, 
Ky the  fraoge Arichmetick of F _ 
hip) ) Ul AAIAyrer mukiply'd into ay ma-- 


ny 


Seraphick Love. 
Perſons, as there are- Saints and 
Nels bleſſed in Heaven. - Our perfect 

uni o Our common Head, and murual 


ly a 
bone hone 1B fey i 


nnwrrhay 
The Fn Gl its Bledſednels, 
and him ours, by a bleſſed Circulation 
which makes us encreaſe, by our ID 
thaw.gys joys (of others) whele 
But my thoughts are 
in ſo good a'Company, Lindewer,that 
keep me from conſidering how faſt the hours 
paſs, and hayc almoſt made ne forgor,that' 
the rim##which my. occaſions/allow'd me. 
ml | Joon gncg ey myo 
ro-reprieve you from t 
ſecurion ” my blunt Pen;wergto be albol 
as- injuriouſto my own aftaits;®as t@ your 
Patience. Hereafteg yer I 'may * ; 
make you {ome amends for this; with Riper 
Dilcourſ&of the Nature and Duties, oc 
{if you will) the Properties and Recurns/ 
of-this Love, -to which I have- hicherro- 
preſented yo {ome Motives;| To (the 


_"—_ 


laſt of } which | might gdd, Thar ogr love 
ro'thg, Creatures is an Earneſt; bur co God 
"ris a#Ticle; the'one makes us bjedts, 
bur the other makes che ours; 


Thar, 


wi 
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That ſince there isin Love ſo ſtrarige a Ma- 

giok as rotransformtheLoverinto cheOb- 

jet lov'd; weonghr to beextrernbly care- 

ful of the Dedication of a Paſſion, which; 

as it is plac'd, muſt either dignific our.Na- 
+ xure, itz Ard not to addreſs to 
any fower (or, which is all one, to any 
other?) -ObjeQ; the higheſt Intenſity of a 
Love, which cannot but ſtoop without 
our Degradation,” And theſe ight 
expatiate on,and Recruit them with ma- 
ny other Motives, additional to thoſe [ 
have already infiſted on; bur that T may 
more properly reſerve them to the Trea- 
tiſe of theProperties of that LovE, whoſe 
Nature ſo'partakes that of its Obje@,gþar 
there can hardly be produc'd more power- 
ful Motives to it, than the OO n— of 
it, Since then ( as I freſtly Wimated) 
I cannot but'fear that your tir'd Patience, 
as well as my urgent Occaſions, (though 
theſe will recall me ro morrowMorning 
to my own Weſtern Hermitage) doth at 
preſent ſumgon me'to leave you ; 2nd 
lince I cannot”do fo ima Happier place 
than Heaven, I ſhall ſuſpend my fare- - 
wels, only to beg you to believe, that fo 
Noble 'a Motive of-exalting Fricndſbip, 
as the ambiaion of rendring mine a fit re- 

y 
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160 Serapbick Love.  * - > 
tvrp for Yours hath ſo improv'd my Kind- 
neſs,that my AdeQiaon,without wronging 
its Greatnels, could not Expreſs it ſelf. by 
any leſs Attempt, than this gaining you 
the greateſt, and the moſt Deſizable of 

- all Gaods, by Elevating (that Noble Har- , 

Dinger of your Soul) your Love to Hea- 
ven:. Whole Joys along,are not infexior. 
to thoſe which the beings made Inſtru- 
n_—_ procure them you, would really 
Creat&1n, . — 


My deareſt Lindamor; 
ry | 


From Lf this 3 
6cghf Ang ff, : V 
i648. 
; rr Moſt Faithful, 
.” £ . * 
Moſt AﬀeSionate, and 


” ft Humble Servant, 


ROBERT BOYLE 
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Advertiſement. 


. 


7H the Fourth Edition 
of the for $07'g Treatiſe 
was upon Fi Biſbing, it hap- 

—_ that « Devout and 


very Ingenious Frient of the Author" s gab» 
ving preſy'd to have the Peruſal of ſom: 
Qecalional Meditations #hat fay by 4:mm, 
on ſeveral Sybjetts, met, _—_ hers, with 
that which olows ; And findvng th: S4b- 
JeT to be of Aﬀinity with what i rather 
Touch'd than inf 4 @, in the 65th Page 
of the paſt Treatiſe, Toaching Men's In- 
ability..to Praiſe God Worthily, a4 
hevieget epreat deal of Partiality for the 
RefletFion, would needs have it anaex'd 2s 
it evas, to the newly finiſhed Edition : Not- 
withftcmding the Author's having too j uſt 
Cſs to urge, That, beſides th: Impert _ 

M a2 (£7021 


* | 
OE 2 

aions that are made weceſſary by the Subli- 
mity of the Theme, ſuch Occaſional Papers, 


"ananch Hyg, are wont to have F men ns 
» 4, P b 
naccurateneſſes, as being deſign'a rather 


to Entertain the Writer himſelf, than any 
other Reader. 


(16) 


- 


An Occafional RefleQtion upon 2 


(Receiv'd in April, £662.) 


Containlng an Account of what paſ- 
© ſed on the KING's Coronation- 
Day in a little Country Town. 


have been Reading, tell you, that 
the Writer of this Letter thinks, 
that Both ia what he has ſaid of the 
Ring, and in what He has done to Solem» 
* nize His Coronation, he has behaved Him- 
ſelf rargly well. For I doubt nor, but 
you eaſily diſcern by his way of Writing, 
that he-1s highly ſatisfied with his Per» 
formances, avd expefts that he ſhall, 
if not þe Thanked by the King, at leaft, 
be mentioned in the News-Book. But 
"will, I fear, be requiſite to tell you, 
| M 3 that 


|| Need nbt, Pyrocles, after what we 


-" ( 64) 


it this honeſt Man is not alone of his 
mind y*for being his Landlord's Bailiff, 


he is” efteem'd* at that rate by bis 
Q-ihbours and look'd upon as a Man 
very corifiderable-1n' his Pariſh ; and is 
perhaps thonght to have @right to Pity 
moſt of thoſe that do not admire what 
e.has naw been.doing, And yer, You 
and I, who pretend not to be Courtiers, 
can, in his Rural Encomiums, and his 
ill-contrived way of Honouring his 
Prince, ealily diſcover {0  atuch "that 
might. have. *þeen. Mended,, and fo 
much that might be Laugh'd at, that, if 
the King, according to His wonted Gra- 


ciouſneſ(s, vouchſafe bis Aftion his Smiles, - 


it muſt not be. 1n. conſideration of the 
ſuitableneſs of the Performances to the 
Occaſion, but, partly as thgy proceed 
from a Hearty , fhough, ilkexprels'd, 
Loyalty and Love, and parily, as 


they afford Higna Subjett of Merriment. 


And not only the flice Criticks, who 
have ſeen thoſe Magnificent Solemnities, 
and heard the .Eloquent Panegyricks , 
wherewith the principal Cities and 
Aſſemblies in the Nation . have thought 
they did þuyt-Part of what they ſhould ; 
and not only thoſs Affiduous Cour- 

1 


"6x ——_ 


A\ 


- 
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F tiers, who by the Honour of a nearer Ac- 


ceſs have Opportunities (deny dane 
of difcovering thole -Particul 

may beſt give a higher Veneration for 
Great Perton/anda great Prince, -to tho 
that are quad to diſcern and reliſh 
{uch things ; only theſe, I ſay, will 


have a:quite other Opinion of the Ru- 


ral Praiſes, and Antique Ceremonies that 
were {o well lik'd a hundred Miles from 
Lonaon ; but this Coontry mane ſelf, 


if he were admitted to the Cour%and 
bred-& while there, would in ime ſee 
ſo great a diſtange betwixc what he has 
done, and what a Perſon -bettet- bred 
might have done, that he could act re- 
member. without Bluſhes, what he now 
looks upan with Triumph. 

And now I muſt on this occaſion 
confeſs to- you, Pyr:e/es, that I have (on 
other Riſes) ſeveral times been revolv- 
ing in my Thoughts, what: the Angols 
think of choſe Prfiſes and Deſcriptions 
of God thatMen deviſe, ( for I intend 
not here to ſpeak of thole the Scriprure 
ſuggelts) and whereia we are moit Ap- 
plauded by others, and do oftentimes 
perchance Applaud our.ſelves. For thoſe 
Cceleſtial Courtiers (if lmay ſacall them) 

M 4 have 


| ( 166 ) 
have ſeveral Advantages to afſiſt them in 
bs — of our common Maſter, 
IickiWe poor. Mortals want. For, Firſt, 
FT hey are free from thoſe Selfiſhandinordi- 
nate Aﬀections, that trco-often-hinder us 
either fgom Diſcerning xcellency of 
divers of God's Attributes and Ways, or 
from duly acknowledging it. They. have 
no Sins + keep them from deſcrying the 
Juſtngfs of what he doesz- They have no 
Ingratitude to appole the fuller Reſent- 
men His Goodneſs; and they-are not 
tempted..not to diſcern and adore His 
Wiſdom,for fear they ſhould appear Cul- 
pable for repining at His Diſpenſations. 
: And indeed, their Longevity allowing 
| them the full Proſpe&t trom end to end, 
of thoſe intricate Tranſattions of Provi- 
dence, of which ſhort-liv'd Mortals da 
commonly ſee but a part ;. they are que- 
ſtionleſs far more ſatisfi'd with the incomes 
parably better Contrivances they diſcern 
in the Maragement*of hamane Afairs, 
than we are with the CondudCt or Plots 
of the molt Skilfully written Plays and 
Romances. Beſides, Thoſe happy Spirits, 
of whom the Scripture tells ®, that they 
{te ; ſtand before God. ant that they cgutinual.; 
war, 12, ty fog Bls Face, have by ths Priviledge, 
HH ba | tlie 
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the bleſſed Opportunities of diſcovering'in 
ey en they Contemplate and Ghve ms. 
ny Excellencies, which even They could 
never but by Experience have forni'd a 
thoughts of ; and they ſee in one another 
Solemn'Adormions and Praiſes, a-way of 
Honouring the Object of them fo much 
tranſcending the utmolt of what We here 
aim at, that their Homages to their Crea- 
tor may well be fuppos'd of a far Nobler 
kind than ours. And laſtly, When I con- 
ſider, how much leſs unworthy Thoughts 
and Expreſſions touching Things Divine 
the ſame Perſon may have,when come to 
his fall Maturity of - Age and Parts, and 
whilſt he was but a Child in both 3 4nd 
when I conſider, how much more Advan- 
tageous Conceptions of the Wiſdom dif- 
played in the Univerſe, and particularly 
1n the Contrivance of a Human Body, one 
thar is a true Philoſopher, and a skilful 
Anaromiſt, may have, im compariſon of 
a Man illiterate, and unacquainted with 
Difſections : When, I ſay, I conſider 
theſe things, and compare the dim Twi- 
light of Human Intelle&s in this Life, 
with that Clear and Radiant Light, 
which the Scripture. afcribes to Angels, 
] cannot but thjak, that, having-to the 
| Priz 


4parably more Illuminated Intel 


| (168 ) 
of 2 much-nearer Acceſs than is, 
.allow'd Us to contemplate God's Ptrfe- 


Rions,' the Advantage of nr—s 
| 


prehend them with, they muſt frame o- 
thergueſs-Conceptions of the Divine: At- 
tributes, and glorific the Poſleſſor at ano- 
thergueſs Rate, than is allowed to*Thoſe, 
whole Underſtandings are :{o- dim, and 
-whoſe Reſidence is ſo remote from that 
bleſſed Place, where the Perfeftions. they 
-would 'Extol are moſt diſplay'd. 

Afliſted by theſe' and the like Advan- 
tages, Pyrocles, thoſe happy Spirits ma 
well frame Notions, ang employ expref- 
ſions in honour of their. Maker, fo far 
tranſcending Ours, .that, though the 
Angels Goodneſs keeps.them, doubtleſs, 
from beholding them with Contemptz 

; we may well «think, they look 
Ns them with ſuch a kind of Pity, 
as that, wherewith great, Wirs and Cours 
tiers look upon rhe MiſtWes and Imper- 
f:Qions of what they Ngd and Writ, when 
they were but Schoolboys; and as thar, 
wherewith, when we ſhall be admitted 
to the Society of the Angels, we ſhall 
look back upon our former ſelves. No, 
Pyregles, to Praiſe God is a Debt, which, 

though 


to ap» | 


a 7} 


O42  % Ginn on ct © ,Asr we 


CO not ES = DD wm © 


yy Y 


p 
| 


F 


-» 
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though we ſhould ever be Paying,we 
always Owe, not only becauſe the renewed 


Obligations will laſt-as long as we; but 


becauſe, th6 the entire Sum were poſſibley 


to be paid,. we.have no Coyn of the Value 


that woald be requiſite tomakea Payment 
of that nature. *Tis true indeed, that ſome 
men ſay much more than others upon a 
Subjet, on which none can ſay Enough, 


and which, even the Spirits of juſt menmade Heb. 10. 


perfect can but imperfectly Celebrate. It 
may be too,that the Praiſes we pay to God 
procure Us ſome from Men, and perhaps 
even from Orators and Encomiaſts; and 
th6 I ttpe no Man can {ſo flatter- himſelf, 
as to think he can Flatter what he canne- 
ver do Right to;yct the Zealouſneſs of our 


Endeavours, and the Applauſe that others ' 


entertain'em wit, may perhaps tempr us 
tothink, that becauſe in our Expreſſions 
we have ſurpaſt our ſelves, we have almoſt 
equal'd our. Theme : as if to make our 
Praiſes too gift for any other Subjett, 
were ſufficientto make them great enough 
for God. But alaſs, how widely muſt we 
be miſtaken! ſince. our Expreſſions, if 
we ſpeak ſence, can at beſt but fully re- 
preſent our Conceptions, and thaſe being 
but the Notions cf a Finite Creature, 
muſk 


” 


i 
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% (170) 
muſt needs fall extremely ſhort of Perfe- 
Qtions,* which: were not what they are, 
if they were not Infinite. No, whex we 
#have employ'd the loftieft Hyperboles, 
and exhauſted all the celebrating Topicks 
and*Figures of Rhetorick; when we have 
Dreſſed Metaphyfical AbſtraRions in Poe- 
tick Raptures ; when we have-ranſack'd 
whatever things are moſb Excellent a- 
mong the Creatures, and having Defzca- 
ted them, and Piled them up together, 
have made that heap but a Riſe to take 
our ſoaring flight from; when we have 
ſummed up,and left beneath our Expreſſi- 
ons,all that we are here wont to acknows 
ledge above themz nay, when inftrutted, 


as well as inflam'd,and tranſported by that ' 
—_ C. Inacceſſible Light,that 


nhabited by what 
we Adore, we ſeem Tais'd and elevated 
above all that is Mortal, and above our 
ſelves, and fay things, that nothing elſe 
could either inf{pire or mggit ; even zhex,T[ 
fay,thoſe expreſſions, whith any otherwiſe 
applied, would be Hyperboles, do but ex» 
pre(s our Devotion,not the Divine Obje 
of it, and declare how much we Honour 
Him,rather than what He is. And indeed, 
none but the Poſſeſſor of an Infinite Ins 
tellef&t can be able to ſay, what _ 
| CLuOr 
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ſeffor of other Infinite Perfeftions deſerves 
to habe” ſaid} of Him. And whatever 
zealous skill we praife God with, we do 
far leſs Honour him than Tnjure Him, if© 
ſt Praifes canarrive 


'noe this inevitable Impotence 
trouble or diſcourage us: thofe 


ever hegoes, do (as weare taught in the 


) make it their Buſineſs,gnd find 
it their Happinels, to © wp a great part of 
their Eternity in extolling him, by whom 
they are plac'd in a condition, where they 
can have no employment but what is'Ho/ 
and Noble. And even here low,be the prai- 
og of a God is Wark, wherein we imitate, 
tho we do not equal the Angels,and are bu- 
fied in the ſame employment,thd not with 
the ſame kill. Nay,Heaven it ſelf exempts 
not its Refidentgrom an Impotence which 
belongs to 'C , not as they are 
imperfeC ones, 5 they are Creatures. 
Eyen the Members of the Church Trium- 
phant do.not triumph over this neceffary 
Impotence; their Praiſes may need Par- 
don, even in a place where they caaSin no 
morezAnd they can.expett bur from _ 
Good +» 


< 


that follow the Lamb whitherſo- Rev. 14.4. 


( 172) 


Goodnes, the Arceptance of thoſe Prailes, . 
thatiare Tmprov'd, as. well-as Qccafion'd,. 
—_ by _ being _ y_ 52 L 
.” Nay, even in the ProphetF/1ia/s. 
Va. 9. Exfarick iſion. the 


that are introduced, a5 anſwering onea- 
nothers glad Acclamations to God, age like- 
wiſe - > as Covering ( Ce 
ſpeft) their Faces with their W us, 
Pyrocles, as I was ſaying, this uhavoidable 
Diſability to ſay things Worthy. of God, 
need not at all trouble us; ſmce wepay our 
Homages to one, whoſe Goodneſs our ex- 
preſſions can as little equal, as they. can his 
other Attributes. He that Created us, will 
notImpure it to us, that wea@ but as Crea- 
turesz And ſince he has declar'd, that where 


z Cor. 8. there is a willing Mind, aMan is accepted ac- 
Iz, 


cording #0 what he has, and wot according to 
what he has no8. The Impotence I have 
been ſpeaking -of, ought” to bring us 
rather Joy than Trouble,, fince the infi- 
nite Diſtance betwixwas, without leſſen» 
ing his favourable Mrceptance' of our 
Praiſes, ſuppoſes the boundleſs Perfedi: 
ons of him, whom thoſe Praiſes (through 
his Goodneſs) help to give us ar, in- 
tereſt in; And no Son would repine 
at his Royal Fathers Greatneſs, how im- 
mens 


phims themſelves: 
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meoſe ſoever,. being ſure, that Greatneſs 
would not leſſer his Kindneſs. For *tis leſs 
Deſfireable to be able tb deſcribe. the 
Power-and Excgllencies of him we have 
an Intereſt in, than to have an Intereſt in 
one, whoſe Power and Goodnels exceeds 
whatever we can Say or Fancy of them. 
To conclude, Pyrocles, ſince on the one 


ſide God is moſt truly ſaid in the Scriptare Nehem. g. 
to be ſo Glorious, that he is Exalted above © 


all Bleſſing and Praiſe, and conſequently, 
tho iq 


yet the higheſt things I could ſay of the 
ivine Perfe&ions, muſt needs be there- 
fore far below them, becauſe a Creature 
were able ro ſay them. And, fince on 
the other ſide, it is of Us Men, that God 


vouchſafes to ſay, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, Plal 70. 


« glorifieth Me ; and his tranſcendent Excel- 
lency is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
reſembling Graciouſnefs, that ſuch a Be- 
nignity 1s one of the moſt conſpicuous 
Parts of it; 1 will not forbear. to pay my 
Praiſcs unto one, whoſe Deſerving infi- 
nitely more than I can ofter, keeps him 
not Coin Accepting as much leſs than he 
deſerves. But thea I muſt not preſume 
to fill my Vouth with his Praiſes, without 
Senſibly 


: could (to uſe St. Paul's Phraſe) 1 Cor. 13, 
ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels, © 
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NnbLy aCKNGW Rac tnere 1s'not 
any Su Logo 7» aber dn 
more want Eloquenee, than on this Sub- 


jeQ 3 even Eloquence-it felf would want 
Expreſſions. * +» 
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